
A Day In Court- A Visiting Teaching Workshop Skit

Bailiff: Everyone, please rise.  The Circuit Court of the ________, ______Stake, is now
in session.  The Honorable Judge Carrie O' Mallet is presiding.  Please be seated.

Judge: The case before us today is pertaining to the Visiting Teaching and Home
Teaching in the ___Ward.  The issue is to determine the validity of visiting
teaching and home teaching and whether its benefits and needs justify the time
and commitment required to fulfill said responsibility.  If the defense and
prosecution are ready to proceed, we will begin.  The attorney for the prosecution,
F. Lulie Bailey, will present her case.

Prosecutor:  Your Honor, I propose to establish that the time and effort required to effectively
serve as a visiting teacher and as a home teacher is beyond all reasonable requests
and that the rewards of said service are not at all commensurate with the time and
work involved.  I further intend to prove that there is no legitimate need to visiting
teaching and home teaching and that it has simply been established by this Relief
Society presidency and the Priesthood to "create" church jobs for the sisters and
brethren residing in the _______ Ward.  I would like to cal as my first witness
Neva Havetime.

Bailiff: Mrs. Neva Havetime to the stand.  Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth?

Neva:   I do!

Bailiff: Please be seated.

Prosecutor: Mrs. Havetime is married, has three children ages 2, 4, and 6.  Now Neva, would
you please tell us, in your own words, why you do not do your Visiting Teaching?

Neva:  Well, first let me say that I don't know why they called me to be a visiting teacher. 
Why, with three young children it's nearly impossible to go. I have housework to
do.  I hardly get my beds made these days.  Then I have errands to run and meals
to fix.  What's more, I never have time to do laundry and ironing.  My clothes are
never folded and put away.  I feel like all I do is run in circles and I never have
time for the basics, let alone visiting teaching.  I don't have any other calling in the
ward, and if they can get by without me in Primary, Sunday School, and Young
Women, then Relief Society can certainly manage without me too!

Prosecutor: Thank you, Mrs. Neva Havetime.  Please step down.  I call as my next witness,
Heidi Poe Chondriac.

Bailiff: Miss Heidi Poe Chondriac to the stand. Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth?



Heidi:  I do!

Bailiff: Please be seated.

Prosecutor: Miss Poe Chondriac would you please tell the court why you have been unable to
complete your visiting teaching assignments?

Heidi:  Certainly.  I really do enjoy visiting teaching, but I have such problems with my
sinuses.  In the spring, the rain and new flowers just cause excruciating pain to my
head.  And then my resistance is low in the winter.  I catch every little cold and
sniffle.  The summer heat simply drains me of all my energy, and I simply must
stay indoors where it's cool.  The real problem, of course, is my heart.  It just isn't
as strong as it should be.  The last doctor I went to says I need to get out and walk
more, but I get so depressed and weak, I'm not sure that's the answer.  There is one
doctor in town I haven't seen yet, and I'm hoping he can find something wrong
with me.

Prosecutor: Thank you, Miss Heidi Poe Chondriac.  As my next witness I would like to call
Ida B. Willing.

Bailiff: Mrs. Ida B. Willing to the stand.  Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth?

Mrs. Willing: I do!

Bailiff: Please be seated.

Prosecutor: Mrs. Willing, would you please explain to the court your difficulty in doing your
visiting teaching?

Mrs.Willing:  Well, I don't have any problems doing my visiting teaching.  It's my companion
that's the problem.  She has little children, she gardens, she has another church
calling, she sews, and is always willing to help others.  But, when I call and ask if
she can go visiting teaching right now, she always tells me no!  She keeps
insisting that we plan a day or two ahead and make appointments, but I have to be
more flexible than that.  I just can't plan that far ahead.  And then, of course, we
never find our sisters as home.  I mean, really, they expect us to visit four sisters
and it's so hard to find four at home on such short notice.  Then when we do find
them at home, they're reluctant to let us in.  They keep making excuses about their
messy homes or they have somewhere to do, or why didn't we make an
appointment.  I'd be willing to go, but they don't seem to enjoy us coming.  It's
very discouraging.

Prosecutor: Thank you, Mrs. Willing.  You may step down.  For my next witness I would like
to call Wayne To Busy to the stand.



Bailiff: Mr. Wayne To Busy to the stand.  Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth?

Mr. Wayne: I do!

Bailiff: Please be seated.

Prosecutor: Mr. To Busy, would you please tell the court about the problems you are having
completing your home teaching?

Wayne: I'd be happy to.  I have a wife and five children to support.  I sometimes put in
twelve hours a day at work.  Then a man deserves a break, a little R & R, if you
know what I mean.  A guy has feelings too, and my feelings tell me to watch TV,
go hunting, go fishing--I'm sure you get my drift.  I just don't have time to fit
everything I want to do or need to do into my busy schedule.  So, I just pick and
choose.  Talk about stress.  Who has the time to home teach anyway?

Prosecutor: Thank you, Mr. To Busy. You may step down.  For my next witness I would like
to call Mrs. Minnie Kids to the stand.

Bailiff: Mrs. Minnie Kids to the stand.   Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth? 

Mrs. Minnie: I do!

Bailiff: Please be seated.

Prosecutor: Mrs. Kids, would you please explain your circumstances to the court and your
difficulty in finishing your visiting teaching?

Mrs. Minnie: Certainly.  First, may I say what a pleasure it is to be in adult company for a
change.  As the mother of ten children, it's truly refreshing to carry on a
conversation above the level of a ten year old.  My basic problem is, of course, my
children.  I have six in school, and four at home.  My neighbor says she'd be
happy to let them play at her house while I go visiting teaching, but I really hate to
impose.  My husband, David, says he'd watch them if I wanted to have a night
route, but I have nothing in common with working sisters.  My kids really do get
on my nerves at times, and I need a break, but I feel guilty if I leave them with
anyone.  I just don't know what to do!  The Relief Society seems sympathetic, but
they still haven't released me from this burdensome calling.

Prosecutor: Thank you, Mrs. Kids.  Please step down.  As my final witness, Your Honor, I
would like to call Miss Ima Little Selfish.

Bailiff: Miss Ima Little Selfish to the stand.  Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole



truth, and nothing but the truth?

Miss Ima: I do!

Bailiff: Please be seated.

Prosecutor: Now, Miss Selfish, in your own words, would you please tell the court about your
unique situation and why you do not do your visiting teaching?

Miss Ima: Thank you, Mrs. Bailey.  As a career woman, I find myself simply bored with the
idea of visiting older women, and trying to give some kind of a spiritual message. 
The whole concept is an unpleasant one to me.  I have nothing in common with
the sisters I visit and I haven't the time to prepare a message.  My whole life is
wrapped up in my job, getting ahead in life, and ME, course.  That's a rough,
impersonal world out there, and you have to protect yourself and really be on your
toes.  No one cares about me and my welfare, so I have to look out for myself. 
Relief Society visiting teaching just doesn't fit into my lifestyle.

Prosecutor: Thank you, Miss Selfish, please step down.  Members of the jury, it is obvious to
the court that the demands of visiting teaching and home teaching are simply too
great and the problems too varied and complex to justify the time and effort
required to fulfill this assignment.  The prosecution rests its case.

Judge: (taps mallet)  The defense attorney, Perryana Mason, will present her case.  Mrs.
Mason.

Defense: Thank you, Your Honor.  The defense recognizes the concerns and problems of
the previous witnesses, but we hope to establish just cause for the visiting
teaching and home teaching program and point out some of the physical as well as
spiritual rewards derived from visiting teaching and home teaching.  I would like
to call as my first witness, Ima Lone.

Bailiff: Ima Lone to the stand.  Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth?

Ima Lone: I do!

Bailiff: Please be seated.

Defense: Sister Lone, would you please explain your circumstances to the court?

Ima Lone: I have recently been widowed.  My children are grown and have families of their
own.  I have a lot of free time and sometimes I need someone to talk to.  As a
visiting teacher I have the opportunity to be of service to others and at the same
time I find many of my own needs are met. It expands my social circle and I find



that my years of experience in life can sometimes help a younger sister with her
problems.  I find studying the lesson a challenge, but also a time for spiritual
growth and contemplation.  I need my home teachers.  I need my visiting teaching
and my visiting teaching need me.

Prosecutor: I object to this witness!

Judge: On what grounds?

Prosecutor: This witness is playing on the sympathies of the jury.

Judge: Over-ruled.  Continue Mrs. Mason.

Defense: Thank you, Your Honor.  That will be all Sister Lone, thank you.  My next
witness is Lotta Help.

Prosecutor: I object!

Judge: On what grounds?

Prosecutor: With a name like that, the jury will surely be swayed.

Judge: Over-ruled.  Please continue.

Bailiff: Lotta Help to the stand.  Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth?

Lotta Help: I do!

Bailiff: Please be seated.

Defense: Lotta Help, wife of a struggling businessman and mother of four children, would
you please tell us of your visiting teaching experiences?

Lotta Help: I find I have many challenges in my everyday life.  Our family constantly struggles
with finances and it seems that my children's needs almost overwhelm my
capabilities.  I need people to help me and I feel a need to help in return. 
Somehow m problems seem insignificant as I visit sisters on my route and find
they have problems too.  I find the more I care about them, the smaller my
problems seem to be.  It keeps things in perspective.  Also, when I give help when
needed.  I don't feel so guilty about asking for help when I need it.  I think it's
called "sharing one another's burdens" and it really works.

Defense: Thank you, Lotta Help.  You may step down.  My next witness is Newly
Converted, a member of the ward for six months.



Prosecutor starts to object.

Judge: (looking at prosecutor) Don't even think about it.

Bailiff: Newly Converted to the stand.  Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth?

Newly: I do!

Bailiff: Please be seated.

Defense: Newly, would you please explain your circumstances to the court?

Newly: My wife and I are new to the church and have many questions.  I have a great deal
in common with my neighbor, Kinda Inactive.  The lessons in church are great,
but we don't always feel confident enough to ask questions and sometimes there
just isn't time.  But when our home teachers and my wife's visiting teachers come
we can ask them about things we need to know.  They are so willing to explain
things to us.  Then, when it's my turn to go home teaching and my wife, visiting
teaching, we feel like we understand the lessons and the gospel principles better.
The people we visit have commented about our growth in the Gospel as we have
served as a visiting teacher and a home teacher.  It has strengthened our
knowledge and our testimony.  We love it!

Defense: Thank you, Newly.  Please step down.  I would like to call to the stand, Neida
Friend.

Prosecutor:  Your Honor, Your Honor, Your Honor.  I object!

Judge: Over-ruled, over-ruled, over-ruled.  Now sit down and be quiet!

Bailiff: Neida Friend to the stand.  Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth?

Neida: I do!

Bailiff: Please be seated.

Defense: Neida Friend has recently gone through the ordeal of divorce and is struggling to
bring some order back into her life.  Neida, would you tell the court what you told
me earlier?

Neida: I'd be happy to.  The last few years of my life have been extremely difficult.  With
church emphasis on families, terminating my marriage was a very difficult
decision.  Throughout the long process of divorce my visiting teachers and home



teachers have been there to support and assist me. When I asked them for advice,
they referred me to the Bishop.  They have lovingly cared for me and my family
through all of this.  I was afraid of "not fitting in," but my visiting and home
teachers have really gone the extra mile in helping me through this terrible time in
my life.  I will always be grateful for their love and support.

Defense: Thank you Neida Friend, you may step down.  Your Honor, I would like to call as
my final witness, Pamela Pregnant.  We would like to submit as conclusive
evidence her infant daughter, Barbara Beautiful.

Prosecutor: (stands up, but doesn't say anything)

Judge: (looks at the Prosecutor and points to her chair)

Prosecutor: (sits down in a huff)

Bailiff:  Pamela Pregnant to the stand.  Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth?

Pamela:  I do!

Bailiff: Please be seated.

Defense: Pamela, would you please tell the court your story?

P. Pregnant: I had, throughout my pregnancy, difficulty in carrying this child.  I had no family
nearby who could assist me and with other young children at home I wasn't sure I
could manage.  My visiting teachers alerted the Relief Society president and my
home teachers alerted their priesthood leaders and they saw to it that I had the
help that I needed.  My husband is very independent (most men are) and at first it
was hard for us to accept any help. But our need was great and the ward members
were so kind to help.  If I had not been able to stay down and have help with my
home and family, I would surely not have been able to carry this baby full term.
All of the ward members were more than willing to give of their time.  We will
ever be grateful for this beautiful child and the sweet brothers and sisters who
helped to get her here.

Defense: Thank you, Pamela. In conclusion, ladies and gentlemen of the jury.  I leave with
you testimonies of people whose lives have been touched in some way, large or
small, by visiting teaching and home teaching.  Those who serve and are served
have testified of the joys and rewards of these great programs.  We acknowledge
the problems and discouragement.  We know it takes time and effort, but we
testify that the rewards are there and they are real.  They are physical and spiritual
rewards, and they touch many lives.  Visiting teaching and home teaching are a
vital part of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and I urge you to vote for its support.  I



urge you to commit yourselves to its ideals and purposes.  I rest my case.

Judge: Will the members of the jury please mark their ballots and prepare any comments
they might have presenting their decision to the court.

Bailiff: (passes out ballets, then gathers them, and then counts them)

(While this is going on the organist plays, "Truth Reflects Upon Our Senses")

Bailiff: Your Honor, the jury has reached a verdict.

Judge: (reads the verdict) The jury finds in favor of the defense.  While the witnesses for
the prosecution had some well known excuses for neglecting their duties, we feel
that the needs for and rewards of visiting teaching and home teaching greatly
outweigh the counter arguments.  It is the opinion of this court that each sister and
brother in the ______________Ward should be assigned as a visiting teacher and
home teacher, respectively. And that they should be committed to carrying out
that responsibility to the best of there ability.  We feel confident the Lord will
bless them in their efforts and that His work will progress in the ward.  Case
Dismissed!


