
 

 

 

UN Report:  

Nicaragua the Second Safest Country in Latin America 

By Narayan Ammachchi 

With the lowest homicide rate in the region, Chile is the safest country in all of Latin America, closely 
followed by Nicaragua and Paraguay, according to a recent study by the United Nations’ human 
development agency, UNDP. The report, which evaluated citizen security in 18 countries in the region, has 
ranked nations taking into account the rates of homicide and assaults. 

Nicaragua’s ranking as the second safest country in the region has surprised analysts because the Central 
American nation shares a border with Honduras, which has been hit hard by drug-related violence. 
According to the report, the homicide rate in Nicaragua has decreased from 12 to 8.7 murders per 100,000 
inhabitants.  Aside from Nicaragua, almost every country in the declining “Homicide Index” is in South 
America, including Chile, Argentina, Uruguay and Bolivia. 

José Miguel Insulza, the Secretary General of the Organization of American States (OAS), who has reviewed 
the UNDP report in the Chilean capital of Santiago,  has urged countries to display their political will to 
enhance citizen security and warned that “violence takes root more forcefully in places where the state is 
less present.” 

He noted that the perception of insecurity has grown more than crime has over the past decade. “In one 
third of the countries, the perception of insecurity is more than twice the actual victimization,” 
Insulza said. “It is a paradox that over the last decade, Latin America has been the setting for both an 
economic expansion and an expansion in crime.” 

In 11 out of the 18 countries included in this report, the homicide rate is higher than 10 per 100,000 
inhabitants, considered by the World Health Organization (WHO) as an epidemic level. One in every three 
Latin Americans reported being a victim of a violent crime in 2012, according to the report. The region’s 
GDP would have been 0.5 % higher had there been no excess mortality due to homicides, the report also 
found. 

 

A surprising safe haven 

How Central America’s poorest country became one of its safest 
Jan 28th 2012 | MANAGUA  

LYING between Colombia's coca bushes and Mexico's cocaine traffickers, Central America is a choke point 
on the drugs trail. In 2010 the smugglers ensured that Honduras, El Salvador, Belize and Guatemala were 
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among the world's seven most violent countries. Costa Rica and Panama are richer and safer. But since 
2007 their murder rates have respectively risen by a third and nearly doubled. 

Amid this inferno Nicaragua, the poorest country in mainland Latin America, is remarkably safe. Whereas 
Honduras's murder rate in 2010 was 82 per 100,000 people, the world’s highest in over a decade, 
Nicaragua's was just 13, unchanged in five years. That means it is now less violent than booming Panama, 
and may soon be safer than Costa Rica, a tourist haven. What explains the relative peace? 

Spending is not the answer. With a GDP per head of $1,100, Nicaragua can afford only 18 policemen for 
every 10,000 people, the lowest ratio in the region. (Panama has 50.) Earning $120 per month, its officers 
are also the worst-paid. Nor does Nicaragua spend much on prisons: it jails just 120 people per 100,000, 
compared with 390 in El Salvador. This may work in its favour: El Salvador's violent mara gangs look for 
recruits in the country's packed prisons. 

 

 

 

Efforts by police make Nicaragua the safest country in Central America 

By Malcom Alvarez-James 

August 22nd, 2014 (Diálogo) Seizures by Nicaraguan National Police of nearly 20,000 illegal firearms during 
a recent five year span have been a key factor in reducing the homicide rate in the country, authorities said. 
Nicaraguan security forces seized more than 19,000 weapons between 2008 and 2013, according to El 
Nuevo Diario – including illegal pistols, machine guns, shotguns, rifles, and grenades. 

In 2013 alone, Nicaraguan security forces seized 5,500 illegal weapons. 

Fewer killings 

The seizures of illegal firearms helped bring down the level of deadly violence in Nicaragua in 2013. The 
country had a homicide rate of 11 killings per 100,000 residents in 2012. That rate dropped to 8.7 killings 
per 100,000 residents in 2013. Nicaragua is the safest country in Central America as measured by homicide 
rates, assault victim rates and the authority and influence of national police forces, according to a 2013-
2014 Human Development Regional Report by the United Nations Development Program (UNDP). 

Increased seizures of illegal firearms is not the only reason the rate of violence decreased. Under the 
leadership of Aminta Granera, director of the Nicaraguan National Police, the police department is 
emphasizing “community policing” methods, in which police officers interact closely with local 
neighborhoods. 

Expanded police presence in neighborhoods has reduced illegal activity. By spending time in 
neighborhoods, Nicaraguan police also become closer to the civilian population, earning the trust of law-
abiding people who can provide information that helps authorities fight crime. Nicaragua has 13,000 police 
officers for a population of about 5.8 million people. 

Each year, authorities add about 1,500 new police officers to the ranks of the National Police.  

These articles have been edited in order to fit on this two-page basic information flyer. 
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