
The Province of Vietnam

It may surprise many 
of you, but the sec-
ond-largest province in 

the Redemptorist world 
is Vietnam (Saigon). Re-
demptorists are also the 
biggest religious congre-
gation in Vietnam. Of 
course, Poland is our big-
gest province, although 
Brazil, the most Catho-
lic country in the world, 
has the greatest number 
of Redemptorists spread 
throughout eight provinc-
es and vice-provinces. 
 The Redemptorists start-
ed in Vietnam on No-
vember 11, 1925, with 
three confreres from 
Sainte-Anne-de-Beaupre, 
Canada.
 The 320 Redemptorists 
presently in Vietnam have 
done almost every kind of 
apostolic and missionary 
work. We are committed 
to the poor, especially the 
minorities in the high-
lands. About 25 Redemp-
torist missionaries serve in 
the highlands of central 
Vietnam. 
 SàiGòn, Hue, and 
HàNôi are important cen-

ters for catechumens. Two 
thousand people are bap-
tized every year in these 
parishes. For the most 
abandoned in big cities 
such as SàiGòn, Huê, and 
HàNôi, we promote pro‐
life projects: educating, 
popularizing information, 
counseling, serving the 
homeless in the St. Ge-
rard House shelter, and 
supporting 30 unmarried 
women every year during 
their pregnancies. 
 We conduct the Per-
petual Novena every Sat-
urday in the Shrines of 

Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help in SàiGòn, Huê, and 
HàNôi. We even have a 
retreat house in Mai Thôn 
(SàiGòn), with more than 
100 retreats every year.
 After many years of in-
terference from the Hanoi 
government, Redempto-
rists are preaching parish 
missions again. Requests 
for missions are coming 
in from everywhere, es-
pecially in the northern 
provinces. 
 With 100 students of 
philosophy and theolo-
gy, 10 novices, more than 

100 postulants, and about 
50 young priests, initial 
and ongoing formation re-
quire our best efforts. In 
the past Hanoi would se-
verely limit the number 
of ordinations every year. 
The Redemptorists are a 
global congregation, so we 
simply sent seminarians to 
other seminaries in oth-
er units around the world. 
The Baltimore Province 
sponsored scholarships to 
Boston College for sem-
inarians as as did Ed-
monton‐Toronto, Dublin, 
Canberra, Lyon‐Paris, and 
Bangkok.
 Today the number of or-
dinations is encouraging. 
The Redemptorists refused 
to give Hanoi the right 
to make those decisions. 
That right “belongs to 
God and the Church,” we 
told the government. We 
are the first congregation 
to ordain our seminarians 
without permission from 
the Hanoi government.
 The Redemptorists in 
Vietnam continue to flour-
ish, doing God’s work in 
the vineyard of the Lord. n

Redemptorist locations are highlighted on this map of Vietnam.
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FRONT ROW: Paul Hufnagel, Willie 
Rodriquez, Henry Fiedler (re-
tired from the federal government; 
living in Annapolis, Md.; married 
with two step-children and four 
step-granddaughters), Jim Mittleka-
mp, Karl Lund, Andy Dowling 
(retired high school principal)
SECOND ROW: Wilbur Kiessling, 
John Brolly, Dick Bowers, Mike 
Gannon, John Klausing, Father 
Phil Andrews (in Santo Domingo, 

Dominican Republic) 
THIRD ROW: Tim McGillicuddy 
(retired school principal), Doug 
Simon, Bill Struck, Pat Szlenski, 
Tony Werner
FOURTH ROW: Larry Ament, Bob 
Graf, Mike Hughes, and Wolpert
BACK ROW: Jody Sinwell (retired, 
religious education with Diocese of 
Providence), Ed Keane, John Hof-
meister (retired CEO of Shell Oil), 
Martin Murphy (New York State 

Supreme Court justice), Jim Svehla. 
 One of the class who didn’t make 
the fourth year is John Neylan. He 
has lived in Freehold, N.J., for 29 
years and has been married to Rose 
since November 1977. They have 
four children (John, Laura, Dan-
iel, and Thomas) and one grandson, 
Thomas, who turned 1 on May 24. 
He worked in lower Manhattan and 
retired from The Bank of Nova Sco-
tia after 42 years. n

Graduating class of 1966

More of the class of 1966 at the 
centenary celebration in 1981: 
Bob Baker, Frank Carroll, Ed 
Adamson, Father Phil Andrews 
(now in the Dominican Republic), 
Dick Bowers, and John Brolly.

Philadelphia, summer 1964 (left to 
right): Jim Walters, Andy Dowling, 
Harvey Keane, Joe Ferolano, John 
Neylan, Marty Murphy, Eric Hoog, 
John Murray, Ed Hummell, John Kelle-
her, and Jim Campbell. We went to a 
baseball game for a summer trip.

Jim Campbell (college professor in To-
ledo, Ohio), Ed Adamson (retired chief 
of Interpol USA), Matt Ryan (FDNY 
chief who died in the South Tower on 
9/11), and children from the Firch Tab-
ernacle Choir. Firch’s made the bread 
served in North East after our bread 
was no longer baked there.
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Easter 2016 marked the centena-
ry of the Easter Rising, the start 
of five years of events that fi-

nally led to Irish independence from 
Great Britain. On Easter Monday 
1916, members of the Irish Republi-
cans took over the General Post Of-
fice on O’Connell Street in central 
Dublin. The post office was a soft 
target that represented the despised 
British government. England was at 
war with Germany, and Irish leaders 
saw it as a grand opportunity. 
 Even though the rising was quick-
ly crushed, it led to a coalescence of 
Irish independents, leading to the 
formation of an Irish parliament and 
a vote to independence from Brit-
ain. Thus began a guerilla war of 
independence between the Irish Re-
publican Army and British forces in 
Ireland. To bolster British forces in 
Ireland while still at war in Europe, 
Winston Churchill recruited unem-
ployed veterans of the First World 
War to police Ireland. These “Black 
and Tans” became notorious for 
their cruelty and lack of discipline. 
 Most of the leaders of the Easter 
Rising were quickly executed. The 
most prominent leader who survived 

was Eamon deValera, and the Re-
demptorists played a major role in 
his survival. 
 Eamon deValera had been born 
illegitimately near Grand Cen-
tral Terminal in New York City 
and raised in Ireland by his grand-
mother. His mother moved to 
Rochester, N.Y., where she mar-
ried Charles Wheelwright. Their 
only child, Thomas Wheelwright, 
was a seminarian in Esopus during 
the Easter Rising. Eamon deValera, 
in prison with the other leaders of 
the Easter Rising, was sentenced to 
death along with the others. 
 When his mother found out Ea-

mon was to be put to death, she 
contacted her son Thomas (1890-
1946) in Esopus, and he spoke with 
the rector, Father Francis Fisher 
(1872-1945). Father Fischer some-
how knew President Wilson’s secre-
tary and contacted him, urging the 
British to free deValera, an Amer-
ican citizen. Eamon deValera lived 
to see another day. He became the 
first president of the Irish Republic 
(1933-1948, 1951–54, and 1957–59); 
served as head of Fianna Fáil, the 
dominant political party in Ireland; 
and wrote the Irish Constitution. 
Of course, he was a Redemptorist 
Oblate. n

Centenary of the Easter Rising in Dublin

It’s been 150 years since the Redemptorists were 
entrusted with the icon of Our Mother of Perpetual 
Help. On Sept. 17 we’re holding a jubilee celebration 

in her honor at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C. Join us!
 Events begin that morning with the Novena and tours 
of the basilica. Mass begins at 2 p.m., with Archbishop 
Joseph Tobin, C.Ss.R., as principal celebrant. 
 Afterward the festivities will continue with a recep-

tion on the adjacent campus of Catholic University of 
America, complete with video presentations, talks, 
heavy hors d’oeuvres,  beer, wine, dessert, and coffee. 
Tickets to the reception cost $25 per person.
 Many Redemptorist parishes are offering bus trans-
portation to Washington, D.C. Call a parish office to learn 
more or sign up. Otherwise, call the Perpetual Help 
Center at 877-876-7662, or e-mail info@redemptorists.
net. Get details at baltreds.us/OMPHevent. n

Join us Sept. 17 in celebrating the OMPH Jubilee

http://baltreds.us/OMPHevent
mailto:info@redemptorists.net
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Father Joseph Bich, C.Ss.R. (1914 
-2004), is one of the heroes of 
the Saigon Province. Redemp-

torists from Quebec arrived in Viet-
nam in 1925, and in 1928 they pur-
chased 15.5 acres in central Hanoi 
and settled there.
 In 1954, after the Geneva Agree-
ment was signed, most Redempto-
rists moved to the South. Thai Ha 
monastery in Hanoi had been the 
largest house in Vietnam, hous-
ing 45 Redemptorist priests and 50 
seminarians. After 1954 only Fa-
ther Joseph Bich and Brother Mar-
cel Van stayed in Hanoi to hold the 
Shine of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help. Hanoi Redemptorists entered 
their most difficult period. 
 After the death of Brother Mar-
cel at age 31 in an internment camp, 
Father Bich stayed on alone, a su-
perior without subjects, in the large 

Redemptorist house in Hanoi from 
1962, serving the Catholics of Ha-
noi. Although forbidden to celebrate 
Mass or preach in other churches, 
he went on alone at the Shine of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 
 Father Bich still celebrated daily 
Mass and Sunday Masses to serve 
the people of God in Hanoi. He still 
preached the Novena for Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help every Saturday. 
Father Bich even preached parish 
missions during the years of extreme 
difficulty in the North. 
 In 1993 relations between Viet-
nam and the United States relations 
were normalized, and one Redemp-
torist seminarian, Joseph Hien, 
came to Hanoi. Father Bich lived to 
see Redemptorists return to Hanoi. 
 He died in 2004, blind and con-
fined to bed for the last years of his 
long life. His funeral Mass was cel-

ebrated by Father Vu Khoi Phung, 
the Redemptorist superior in Hanoi. 
He told the large congregation that 
“Father Joseph Bich had tried to re-
establish the Redemptorists in Ha-
noi for 50 years.” Truly Father Bich 
is a gift from God to the Church 
and the Redemptorists.  n

Father Bich: a gift from God to the Church

Father Joseph Bich, C.Ss.R.

STANDING, LEFT TO RIGHT: Thien Hoang (Denver Province), Mark McMullan (Dublin Province), Kevin 
McGraw (Baltimore Province), Ryan Holovlasky (Dublin Province), Mike Taylor (London Province), 
Royston Price (London Province), Joseph Song You (Baltimore Province), Brian Vaccaro (Baltimore 
Province)
SEATED, LEFT TO RIGHT: Jim Mason (Edmonton-Toronto Province), Ray Douziech (Novice Master, Ed-
monton-Toronto), Ronnie Bonneau (Baltimore), and Brother Raymond Pierce (Edmonton-Toronto) n

The novitiate class of 2016




