
About every two weeks some-
one exits Interstate 90 just short 
of the New York–Pennsylva-

nia border into a town called North 
East. Seeing those granite buildings 
and gothic spire, he wipes away a tear. 
Another son of St. Mary’s has come 
home.
 Thanks to Dr. Gary Brown, the as-
sociate provost and chief operating 
officer of Mercyhurst North East and 
an honorary SMS graduate (with a 
class jacket as proof), the “boys of St. 
Mary’s” have gathered for four fabu-
lous reunion weekends with another 
planned for 2018.
 “This is your home,” Dr. Brown ex-
plains. “We’re just the caretakers.”
 How did these reunions start? Fa-
ther John Murray and his C.Ss.R. 
confreres planted the seeds at the St. 
Mary’s centennial celebration in 1981, 
which was a personal healing for me. 
After graduating from Suffield in 
1974, I left with some negative feel-
ings about my nine formation years.
 That homecoming healed those 
wounds. Coincidentally, that Friday 
afternoon I accepted a job with NBC, 
beginning my network TV publicity 
career there and at Fox.
 Father Pat McGarrity hosted three 
retreat reunions following the silver 
jubilee of Suffield in 1988. Within 
a few years, however, the Baltimore 
Province had closed both formation 
houses.
 Meanwhile, my middle-aged 

friends were attending their high 
school reunions. How about my 1969 
class? Where were those 27 smiling 
lads? As one classmate remarked, “I 
am the only guy on my block whose 
high school and college are both 
closed.”
 Another SMS alumnus, Skip 
Doyle, who also “went away” from 
Port Ewen, N.Y., felt the same way, 
and we hosted a Thursday “free day” 
gathering at his mother’s house. The 
following autumn Skip and his wife, 
Brea, discussed our reunion ideas 
with Father Fred Brinkmann during 
a retreat weekend at Esopus. On the 
Feast of St. Alphonsus 1993, some 65 

St. Mary’s alumni from the ’60s and 
’70s gathered at the Mount.
 The next August some of that 
younger crowd met some older alum-
ni from the ’40s and ’50s. While the 
next year’s reunion attracted SMS 
alumni from as far away as Phoenix 
and Mexico City, interest in an annu-
al gathering was waning. 
 What about North East? On my 
way to complete my doctorate at the 
University of Minnesota, I met Gary, 
who welcomed our idea. In August 
1998 some 70 SMS alumni climbed 
the front steps for the first of four re-
union photographs now hanging in 
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Top row: Jack Schmidt 
(retired), Jim Hofmeis-
ter (retired and living 
in Houston), Father Jim 
Gilmour (20 years in Par-
aguay, Vice-Provincial 
from 1982–’86, presently 
director of the Office of 
Hispanic Ministry for the 
Diocese of Metuchen, 
N.J.), John Murphy (re-
tired head of the pension 
fund for the New York 
Transit Authority)
 Fifth row: Vic Pa-
zourek, Jerome Kilker 
(deceased), Bob Rob-
inson (living in San Di-
ego), Father Gene Daigle 
(in Florida and Virginia 
much of his priesthood, 
suffered a major stroke 
in the late 1990s, now 
retired in New Smyrna 
Beach, Fla.), Bob Sarlay, 
Don Brink
 Fourth row: Dennis 
Kane (living in Wyoming), 
Porfirio Colon, John Mill-
er (worked for Amtrak; 
now retired and living in 

Collegeville, Pa.), Elmer 
John Schmitz (deceased), 
Father Tom Sullivan 
(taught in North East, 
rector in Enfield, Conn.; 
now in our nursing home 
in Timonium, Md.), Joe 
Watkins (retired and liv-
ing in Rhode Island) 
 Third row: Maurice De-
silets (worked for insur-
ance company in New 
York City), Father Frank 
Skelly (Prefect of stu-
dents, rector in Bronx, St. 
Cecilia’s, and West End, 
now pastor in Bronx), 

Hank Rosendale, Paul 
Knapp (left the minis-
try and living in Arizo-
na), Larry Smith (married 
and living in St. Louis 
area), Ed Hummel (re-
tired police chief in New 
Hampshire)
 Second row: Dave 
Hickey (left the ministry 
and living in Toronto), 
Jim Durner (retired Bal-
timore city police chief), 
Harry Purdy, Father Mark 
Wise (36 years in Puer-
to Rico, rector in May-
agüez, Aguas Buenas, 

San Lorenzo, Casa Cris-
to Retreat House; now 
stationed at St. John 
Neumann Shrine in Phil-
adelphia), Father Charlie 
Donovan (stationed in 
Sumter, S.C.) 
 First row: Juan Perez, 
Father Miguel Garcia (sta-
tioned in San Juan, Puer-
to Rico), Mike Gallagher, 
Ed Pfister, Bruce Starnes 
(retired teacher living 
in north Florida around 
Jacksonville), Larry Ron-
aldson (teacher living in 
Staten Island). n

Graduating class of 1964

the main corridor.
 Meanwhile, Father Murray’s 
1965 graduating class dedicated 
the “pit,” today the student union, 
to their classmate, Matty Ryan, a 
New York Fire Department bat-
talion chief who died on 9-11.
 The 2006 gathering celebrated 
SMS’s 125th anniversary, which 

attracted 130 alumni, from 1940s 
students to the last graduate on 
the scroll. Two more reunions took 

place in 2010 and 2014.
 Why keep organizing them? 
Selfishly, I get to see my friends. 
Watching the men gather is my 
reward. But more importantly, 
if one wayward alumnus comes 
home and heals, as I did at the 
centennial, I’m happy.
 See you in 2018! n

Jack Breslin, ’69

continued from page 1
Visit this link for a video  
interview with Father 
Thomas Forrest, ’48:  
bit.ly/fatherforrest.

http://bit.ly/fatherforrest
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Edgar Adamson, ’65, asks a 
team to pick a category. “We 
pick ‘The Rulebook says . . .’ 

for $600.” Edgar then recites in 
Trebek-like tones: “The Rulebook 
says, “Conversations, the only ob-
ject of which is eating or drinking, 
are . . .” 
 Nobody guesses the question so 
the game proceeds. Thus began 
our St. Mary’s version of the fa-
mous TV game show.
 Fortified by a wonderful cookout 
and social near the OLPH Grotto, 
our group adjourned to the Dorm 
Commons for a modern day “reci 
social.” Participants were divid-
ed into three teams—Pros, Semis, 
and Feds—each with its own 
capo. 
 Assisting Edgar was expert 
scorekeeper Jerry Varley, ’68. We 
even had our own Vanna White in 
the person of Maureen Murawski, 
wife of Jim Murawski, ’68. 
 A heated contest ensued as the 
teams eagerly battled through cat-
egories like Nicknames, Food, 
Jobs, History, Famous Priests, and 
“The Rulebook Says . . .” (This last 
category presented the most dif-
ficulty for participants, possibly 
an indication of sub-par conduct 
during their time at North East.)
 Final scores were close. In fact, 
in the second game emceed by 
Chris Zissler, ’68, there was just a 
lot of fun with no scoring and no 
timekeeping. 
 The fun we all had is evident in 
the faces of alumni in the wonder-
ful slide show produced by Mary 
Weaver of the Redemptorist Mis-
sion Advancement staff and avail-
able at redemptorists.net/reunion/. 

Clearly we were in a special place, 
rekindling our memories as teen-
agers from many places drawn to-
gether by a love for all things Re-
demptorist and for each other. The 
night ended and, as we used to say, 
“a good time was had by all.”
 By the way, did you guess the 
answer? The Rulebook says, “Con-
versations, the only object of 
which is eating or drinking, are 
unworthy of a rational being.” 
We’re left to wonder if that would 
also apply to an entire Jeopar-
dy category devoted to food . . . 
Many thanks to Jack Breslin, ’69; 
Gary Brown; and everyone at 
Mercyhurst who made our entire 
weekend such a success!

Note: For Jeopardy questions and 
answers, as well as vintage St. 
Mary’s postcards and a St. Mary’s 
coffee mug you can buy, go to  
stmarysne.shutterfly.com.
 John Gauci gave us the list we 
were given when we left North 
East for summer vacation. Check 
it out:
• Visit the Very Rev. Rector as

soon as you arrive home and 
again before you return to St. 
Mary’s. 

• Attend daily Mass and Com-
munion, with another visit to 
the Blessed Sacrament and a 
daily rosary.

• Write a letter to the Very Rev.
Rector at the start of July and 
again at the start of August. 

• Bring a signed statement of
good conduct from the Very 
Rev. Rector on your return. 

• All money must be turned in
on your return. Penalty for fail-
ure to do so is expulsion. 

• All books must be handed in.
Radios will be confiscated. 
Penalty for failure to do so is 
expulsion. 

• Smoking must stop as the train
arrives at the station in North 
East. Any student smoking af-
ter his arrival will be expelled. 

• Students must come directly
to the seminary from the train 
station. No stopping. No de-
tours. Penalty for failure to do 
so is expulsion. n

John Brolly, ’66

Alumni play Jeopardy at St. Mary’s Reunion

http://redemptorists.net/reunion/
http://stmarysne.shutterfly.com
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Father Jim Lundy, C.Ss.R., died on April 
26, 2014, just past his 95 
birthday. He was one of 
our oldest Alumni, having 
graduated in the class of 
’41. Born in Irwin, Pa., he 

was professed in 1942 and ordained in 
1947.
 He served happily in our mission ter-
ritory in southern Brazil, stationed in most 
of our parishes: Campo Grande, Aquidau-
ana, Miranda, Ponta Porã, Tibagi, Ponta 
Grossa, Telêmaco Borba, Antonina, Guara-
tuba, and Curitiba.
 For the last 10 years of his life he con-
tinued to serve by assisting the Redemp-
torists at the OLPH Rectory on 61st Street 
in Manhattan, which receives many inter-
national visitors. Even though he was 
from the Pittsburgh area, Jim was an 
avid Yankee fan. In Brazil he named two 
of his dogs Maris and Mantle.
 Jim lived a very simple life. He had 
very little for himself, so when he re-
turned to Brazil from his vacation in the 
States, he would pack his bags with what 
he knew the Redemptorist missionaries 
would appreciate: a jar of Skippy peanut 
butter, a package of Kellogg’s Pop-Tarts, 
mayonnaise, and some candy—whatever 
they could not buy in Brazil. Reminds us of 
our birthday boxes in North East.
 
Father John Roche, C.Ss.R., ’57, died on 

May 20, 2014, in Boston. 
Father John was stationed 
in Campo Grande, Brazil, 
at the time of his death. 
He had returned to Boston 

to be treated for eye problems and died 
unexpectedly at Mission Church.
 Born on Mission Hill in 1936, he spent 
six years in North East, graduating in 
1957. Professed in 1958 and ordained in 
1963, John spent his entire priestly life in 
Brazil. He spent most of his 51 years as 

a Redemptorist priest in Aquidauana and 
Campo Grande, preaching plentiful re-
demption through his courses and books 
on self-esteem.
 He spent the majority of his time in 
Aquidauana, on the edge of the Pan-
tanal, the world’s largest tropical wetland. 
The Pantanal is located mostly within 
the Brazilian state of Mato Grosso do Sul 
and sprawls over an area estimated at 
75,000 square miles in the rainy season. 
The back yard of our house in Aquidaua-
na is flooded every year when the Pan-
tanal expands in the rainy season.
 
Brother Martin de Porres Smith, C.Ss.R., 

whom many of our Suffield 
and Esopus alumni knew, 
died on June 18, 2014, at 
age 73. He had been a 
Redemptorist for 55 years. 

He worked in the kitchen in Suffield un-
til 1973. He suffered for 23 years from 
multiple sclerosis and then underwent 15 
years of dialysis three times a week.
 In 1988 he earned a master’s degree 
in social work from Loyola University in 
Chicago and a second master’s degree, 
in black studies, from Xavier University 
in New Orleans. He later served as cam-
pus minister for Morgan State College as 
well as associate at St. Mary, Buffalo; St. 
James and St. Wenceslaus, Baltimore; 
and Most Holy Redeemer, Manhattan.
 
Michael Moloney, ’64, a retired lieutenant 
in the New York City Police Department, 
died at his home in Selden, N.Y., on July 
14, 2014. He was 68. 
 Mike grew up in OLPH parish in Brook-
lyn. His parents were Pat and Ita Moloney, 
both from County Clare, Ireland. He was 
the fourth of five children. His father was 
a New York City bus driver. In 1959 he 
went away to North East for high school. 
While at North East he was a star athlete, 

quarterbacking his class team to a 16 to 
7 victory in the little House/Class game in 
October 1962.
 After leaving St. Mary’s, Mike worked at 
New York Telephone until he was draft-
ed into the Army in 1966. He served in 
Germany before volunteering for a one-
year tour in Vietnam. In 1972 Mike be-
came a New York City policeman, rising 
to the rank of lieutenant, serving in var-
ious precincts in Brooklyn and Queens 
for 27 years. Along the way he also grad-
uated from New York City College of 
Technology.
 Mike married Casey Celeste in July 
1969. They had three sons, Michael, Ste-
phen, and Keith, two of whom are New 
York City policemen, and eight grandchil-
dren. Mike and his wife celebrated their 
45th anniversary shortly before his death.
 A Mass of Christian burial was celebrat-
ed at St. Margaret of Scotland Church in 
Selden, concelebrated by Father Norman 
Bennett, Mike’s classmate. Father Bennett 
administered the last rites to Mike and 
delivered a heartwarming homily.
 Mike was an irresistible personality 
with a quick wit and generous charm. He 
lit up the room when he entered and im-
mediately had everyone laughing. He did 
not take himself too seriously, nor any-
one else. He will be missed. May he rest 
in peace. n

Obituaries

From left to right, Mike Moloney, Ed Hum-
mel, Tom Fitzgerald, Edgar Adamson, John 
Gallagher, John Toomey, and Norm Bennett. 
Standing are John Brolly and Don Skully.


