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In remembrance of our #1 supporter 
and dear friend, George Brandt. 

Congratulations to this year’s winners!
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Bernie Popson resides in Shavertown with his 
love, Kathleen Bross. Bernie is a father to three 
daughters; Melissa and her husband George 
Schatzel, with two grandsons, Alex and Josh; as 
well as Emily Popson and her husband, Captain 
Jon Roberts USMC; and Alexandra Popson.  

Bernie first joined the YMCA in 1984, participating in 
many athletic activities, including lunchtime spin classes 
which he still enjoys today! Since that time, he has served 
on nearly every volunteer committee, participating in 
events like the annual Golf Tournament, Night at the 
Races, Kentucky Derby, and many more. Bernie also 
served as President of the YMCA from 1999-2001. His 
fellow Board members have described Bernie; “he’s a 
doer- if you want something to get done, you go and 
find Bernie because you know he will see it through!” 

Additionally, Bernie has been a member of the Forty 
Fort Lions Club for the past 35 years. In 2000/2001, 
he served as President of the Club, receiving the 
Presidential Award in 2012-2013. Bernie was Lion of 
the Year, 2014-2015 and 2019-2020. He has also been 
the Race Director for The Old Fort Five Mile Race 
held each Memorial Day for the past 27 years. 

In 1991, Bernie  was nominated and elected by YMCA 
staff to receive the Layperson of the Year Award. Again 
in 2014, he was recognized for his tireless efforts when 
he was presented with the YMCA’s George Brandt 
Community Service Award. Although Bernie recently 
retired from Landmark Community Bank, he remains 
an active volunteer at our YMCA, currently sitting 
on the Board of Directors as the Assistant Treasurer.  
The children and families of the Y will be forever 
grateful for his leadership as he continues to set an 
example, remain invested in the community, and 

serve as an advocate for the YMCA’s focus on youth 
development, healthy living, and social responsibility. 

Through his exceptional volunteerism and enduring 
commitment to the Y mission, Bernie has been a powerful 
force in our community. He embodies the true spirit of 
leadership, and was an obvious choice as a candidate 
for the 2021 Robert K. Mericle Leadership Award.  He is 
passionate about supporting the expansion of YMCA child 
care services in our region—especially the newest location 
in Forty Fort that opened this fall, called the Charlotte 
L. Casterline, M.D. YMCA Early Learning Center. 

The Robert K. Mericle Leadership 
Award 2021:  Bernie Popson

Sponsored by:
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The YMCA George Brandt Community 
Service Award 2021: 
Dr. Durelle & Constance Scott

Connie & Durelle Scott, M.D. are longtime residents 
of the Wyoming Valley, currently making their home 
in Dallas, PA. Durelle graduated from Penn State 
University and the University of Pennsylvania Medical 
School. He completed residency in Internal Medicine at 
Presbyterian University of Pennsylvania and a pulmonary 
Fellowship at the University of Rochester. Durelle joined 
InterMountain Medical Group in 1972 and served as 
President from 1991-2016. He then served as the Medical 
Director for Volunteers in Medicine and continues 
to volunteer as a physician. Connie graduated from 
Keystone College as a Medical Assistant and has worked 
at InterMountain Medical Group for over 40 years in 
various administrative positions including managing their 
Weight & Wellness Center. The Scott’s family is made 
up of three wonderful children and six grandchildren. 

Nominated together for the George Brandt Community 
Service Award this year, Connie & Durelle embody the 
true spirit of the award. Their philanthropic presence has 
been felt in many Wyoming Valley organizations, while 
dedicating many hours to the Back Mountain Memorial 
Library Action, the Riverfront Parks Committee, Dallas 
Harvest Festival, Volunteers in Medicine, Northeast Sight 
Services, American Diabetes Association, American Heart 
Association and the Salvation Army to name a few! 

As members of the YMCA family, Connie and Durelle 
have provided significant and consistent contributions, 
giving service to the YMCA Annual Support Campaign 
and nearly every Y event. Dr. Scott’s leadership on the 
Board of Directors/Board of Trustees and the couple’s 
service on countless YMCA committees- like Bernie’s 
Run, the Street Fair, and the Kentucky Derby—all 
are a testament to their dedication to the cause. 

The YMCA is proud to help continue their legacy, inspiring 
selflessness and generosity for future generations 
with the 2021 George Brandt Community Service 
Award. They have created a significant impact on the 
community as champions of the YMCA’s Annual Support 
Campaign, you can join them by making a gift today! 

Sponsored by:
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Frank M. Henry Layperson of the Year 
Award 2021:  Kevin O’Boyle

Kevin O’Boyle is a Pittston native who currently lives 
in Jenkins Township with wife Katie Conlon O’Boyle, 
and their 3 young children; Flynn, Ainsley and Nolan.  
Kevin is the son of Patrick and Antoinette O’Boyle from 
Pittston Township and has 1 brother Patrick O’Boyle 
who also resides in Pittston Twp.  His favorite hobby is 
watching college football – rooting for both the Notre 
Dame Fighting Irish and the Penn State Nittany Lions. 

Kevin is a graduate of Pittston Area High School, 
the University of Notre Dame and Harvard Business 
School.  Kevin also supports his hometown Pittston 
Area High School as the Director of the Brian 
Cashmere Fund which has awarded $88,000 in 
scholarships for graduating seniors since 2010. 

A YMCA Board Member since 2017, he became the 
Greater Pittston YMCA Board President in the fall of 
2018. Kevin was a key contributor to the growth of the 
Pittston Y, and the work of the task force that ultimately 
merged the Pittston and Wilkes-Barre YMCAs.  Kevin 
helps support many Y fundraisers including the Pedal-
4-Pittston Spin-a-thon, the Greater Pittston Annual 
Community Awards Dinner and NEPA Gives Day.  
Currently, Kevin serves as the Board Vice President for 
the Greater Wyoming Valley YMCA where he assists the 
Y staff in marketing, strategic planning and fundraising. 

For his continued commitment to growing the 
YMCA’s impact in our region, Kevin O’Boyle was a 
standout candidate and was selected by the Y team 
to receive the 2021 Frank M. Henry Layperson of the 
Year Award. To support Kevin and his passion for the 
expansion of child care services, donate to the Greater 
Wyoming Valley Area YMCA’s Mericle Family Center 
for Early Childhood Education, opening early 2022! 
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Corporate Leadership Award 2021: 
 QproQ Engineering, Inc.

QproQ Engineering, Inc. is a civil/structural engineering 
firm located in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. Since its 
inception, QproQ Engineering, Inc. has focused on 
providing civil/structural engineering services for 
commercial, industrial, residential, institutional and 
government building projects along the east coast 
from New York to Florida. Performance of services in an 
ethical and highly professional manner are of paramount 
importance to the QproQ Engineering, Inc. team. 

As the founder of QproQ Engineering, Inc., James (Jim) 
A Kerns, P.E. has been a leader in our community for 
decades. The Firm has been honored with feature articles 
in numerous publications and Jim has been recognized 
as a MidAtlantic Real Estate Journal Contributing Writer, 
Luzerne Chapter PSPE Engineer of the Year, and winner of 
the Luzerne Chapter PSPE Distinguished Service Award. 
In addition to serving on our Greater Wyoming Valley 
Area YMCA Board of Directors, Jim has also served on the 
Board of Directors for Big Brothers/Big Sisters NEPA. 

As a YMCA supporter, Jim and the team at QproQ 
have provided in kind services for projects such as 
the new Charlotte L. Casterline, M.D. YMCA Early 
Learning Center, and projects at Camp Kresge which 
include Cabins Project Phases I and II, the Arts Village, 
the Lodge, the Dining Hall, Camp Paths and erosion 
and sediment control throughout the Camp. 

Jim Kerns and QproQ are passionate about providing 
children and their families with access to the camp 
experience where life skills are learned and memories are 
made. To join in these efforts, consider a contribution to 
YMCA Camp Kresge’s outdoor education and summer 
camp programs for children and families of all ages. 
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NOW OPEN: Charlotte L. Casterline, 
M.D. YMCA Early Learning Center 

Forever Learning. For a better us.

Charlotte L. Casterline, M.D. 
donated her historic building to the 
YMCA in 2020. This site has since 
been transformed into a YMCA 
Early Learning Center, joining 
the Greater Wyoming Valley Area 
YMCA as the fourth branch of the 
Association in September 2021. 

The Center is equipped to serve 
approximately 30-40 children 
in the Forty Fort and Kingston 
communities. With the addition 
of this new site, the Y plans to 
implement three new features to 
better serve children & families: 
•	Community Setting, a 
family-friendly environment 
unlike any other. 
•	Extended Hours, nights and 
weekends planned to be available 
for busy, working families. 
•	Music Education & Arts 
Program, planned to be an 
extra learning option. 

Located at 915 Wyoming 
Avenue, Forty Fort 

For more information on availability 
contact:  Katie.Owens@wvymca.org
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Greater Wyoming Valley Area YMCA 
For a better us.



COMING SOON in 2022:  Mericle Family 
Center for Early Childhood Education 
Branch of the Greater Wyoming Valley Area YMCA

Day Care, Preschool, and 
School Age Learning Center 
The Y provides a safe, affordable, 
enriching environment for children 
to learn and grow; offering a variety 

of child care programs from 
out-of-school time offerings 

to remote school days. 

Located in the CenterPoint 
Industrial Park, at 122 Oak 
Street, Pittston, PA 18640

For more information, visit our 
website at  www.wvymca.org  

Or contact
 jennifer.brennan@wvymca.org 

570-823-2191
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YMCA Camp Kresge

YMCA Camp Kresge, located in White 
Haven, PA is a destination for children 
and families of all ages with a variety 
of program offerings to ensure that 
you’ll have the best summer ever: 
Children’s Camping weekends 
Conferences & Retreats 
Day Camp 
Outdoor Education 
Team Building  
Overnight & Teen Leadership Camps 
Parent/Child & Family Camps 

For more information on camping services: 
www.wvymca.org/branch/camp-kresge/
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Aquatics in Pittston and Wilkes-Barre!
The pools at the Wilkes-Barre Y and Greater Pittston Y are the 
place to start, continue, or grow your aquatic fitness routine. 
The indoor pools are open every day in every season, allowing 
you to connect with other members who make swimming and 
aquatic exercise a greater part of their lifestyle. The Aquatics 
program at the Y is committed to serving the community 
by promoting safety around the water for all ages. 

Forever in service, for a better us, the Y offers: 
Lap Swimming 
Open Family Swimming 
Swim Team 
Parent/Child Swim classes 
Youth Swimming Lessons 
Masters Swim 
Certification Courses 
Aquatic Exercise 
Birthday Parties 

Visit our website for more information and 
pool schedules. www.wvymca.org
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Health & Wellness
Exercise your heart in more ways than one!

At the Greater Wyoming Valley Area YMCA, 
a supportive community is a big part of 
our members’ wellness success. At every 
age and every level of activity, you’ll find 
people just like you looking to live a little bit 
healthier, forming friendships and inspiring 
each other. Wellness at the Y, where you 
can exercise your heart in more ways than 
one, offering these programs at the Wilkes-
Barre and Greater Pittston YMCAs: 

Chronic Disease Prevention  
Diabetes Prevention Program 
Blood Pressure Self Monitoring 
Fit & Strong! - Manage and 
exercise with Osteoarthritis 
Matter of Balance - Reduce the fear of falling  
LIVESTRONG for Cancer Survivors 

Group Exercise Classes ranging 
from beginner to advanced 
Free Senior Exercise for those age 60+ 
Personal & Small Group Training 
Phase 3 Cardiac Care Wellness 
Training & Support 
Vast Wellness Centers 

Visit www.wvymca.org for more information.
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Health & Wellness
Free programs for our community
Diabetes Prevention Program 
“With the help of Chris and the DPP 
class I’ve lost 30 lbs and have kept it 
off... The program is a year long and 
we learn about making healthier 
changes by watching fat grams and 
better choices.” DPP  currently has 
3 classes running. One class is held 
at the YMCA monthly and the other 
two classes are held via zoom. 
DPP Testimonial: “While on the 
program, I lost 15 pounds.  My 
glucose when I started was 107 
and now my last blood test stated 
it was down to 86.  It taught me 
many things I didn’t realize about 
diabetes. Thank you, YMCA!” 

LIVESTRONG at the YMCA’s 20th 
class began in October at the Wilkes-
Barre Family YMCA. We have started 
a bi-monthly LIVESTRONG alumni 
zoom class to keep them engaged 
in exercise and social well being. “I 
started with the livestrong program 
and really enjoyed the support from 
the staff members Chris, Linda 
and Colleen. The program is not 
only exercise, it involves nutrition, 
many guest speakers to help deal 
with your diagnosis. I’ve met many 

survivors from other classes and 
enjoy the social experience as well!” 
In-person Senior Wellness 
programs at both our YMCAs and 
other community centers led by our 
team of certified instructors help 
Luzerne County residents stay social 
and healthy. We target inactivity, 
stress, depression and isolation 
for everyone but specifically older 
adults confined to their homes.  

Y Walk Wednesday Free guided 
walks downtown that are open to 
the community.  Y Walk Wednesdays 
returned June -August 2021.  11 
events inspired over 60 people 
to take 170 walks to learn about 
downtown history, architecture, 
nature and public systems. 
Matter of Balance Many older adults 
experience a fear of falling. People 
who develop this fear often limit 
their activities, which can result in 
physical weakness, making the risk 
of falling even greater. A Matter 
of Balance is a program designed 
to reduce the fear of falling and 
increase activity levels among older 
adults. “Offered for free, but worth its 
weight in gold is how I’d describe the 

Matter of Balance program. Thanks 
to the classes, I’m now able to walk 
outdoors fearlessly.  I’m so grateful to 
Lauranel Banks who led the group 
in such an uplifting manner.  The 
educational material, exercises, and 
socialization were just what was 
needed to keep us seniors strong and 
active.” -Warm regards, Rosalie Burtis
Fit & Strong! is a community-
based, physical activity program 
which uses flexibility and  trength 
training, aerobic walking, and health 
education to promote behavior 
change in people with osteoarthritis. 
The Arthritis Foundation Aquatic 
Program is a community-based, 
program that uses a variety of 
water-based exercises to increase 
physical activity among adults with 
arthritis. Participants do not need 
to know how to swim to participate. 
One program attendee with daily 
activities due to Osteoarthritis and 
upon completion of the in-person 
program stated, “I have more energy 
and I feel stronger. I was made aware 
of different ways to exercise with 
various types of equipment. This 
improved my health by being more 
active and gaining more flexibility.”
BPSM-YMCA’s Blood Pressure Self-
Monitoring (BPSM) program offers 
personalized support as participants 
develop the habit of monitoring 
their blood pressure along with 
nutrition education programs which 
are a series of 4 seminars based on 
the DASH diet. This program offers 
personalized one-on-one support 
with a Healthy Heart Ambassador 
to help participants lower their 
blood pressure on their own.

For more information visit 
www.wvymca.org
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Health & Wellness
Individualized Plans with Purpose

Personalized Plan: A Personalized Wellness Plan begins 
with a monthly meeting with a wellness professional 

who will perform a fitness assessment and discuss 
your goals. From there, we will develop a plan for you 
that will most benefit your individual fitness journey. 
Your monthly plan may include group classes, cardio 

and strength equipment routines, overall time, duration 
and frequency suggestions and even rest days. To help 
you stay on track, your wellness professional will check 

in with you weekly and each month will review your 
progress, revisit your goals and continuously update your 

plan for as long as you stay enrolled in the program. 
Whether you’ve hit a plateau, are stuck in a rut or 

can’t find time to consistently meet with a trainer, 
a personalized Wellness Plan can help identify 

focus points, explore how the Y can support you 
and hold you accountable along the way.

For more information visit www.wvymca.org

Membership w/ Cardiac Care & Support: The purpose of 
our Cardiac Care Membership is to empower individuals 
through education and fitness, to make healthy lifestyle 
modifications and improve overall quality of life. 
Our cardiac care is geared towards, but not limited 
to, individuals 65 and older who have sustained a 
significant cardiac event and need help integrating 
into a gym setting after completion of a rehab program. 
We also serve individuals who are in need of making 
lifestyle modifications so that they will significantly 
lower their chances of experiencing a cardiac event. 
When signing up for this Phase 3 program you will 
receive a full membership to the Y and the ability to 
bring a friend or family member with you for support! 
Your guest will also have full membership to the Y and 
can enjoy all our amenities while you exercise with 
our professionals. We understand integrating into 
the gym can be challenging. We are here to provide 
you with the additional help needed to transform 
your life and create an amazing experience.
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Membership 
Forever Thriving. For a better us.

Joining the Y allows you to be part of something 
bigger. Not only does the Greater Wyoming Valley 
YMCA offer two locations, plus Camp Kresge, but 
also offers the mission of nurturing our community 
and providing access to healthy living.                                               

Both YMCA locations (Pittston and Wilkes-Barre) 
provide free classes, indoor pools, chronic disease 
prevention programs, sports leagues, enrichment 
classes, personal training and more. We even offer 
childwatch services at the Wilkes-Barre location 
so you can work out without the worry.  

And did you know? There are YMCA locations 
everywhere. So take this membership with you, to 
any YMCA in the country (over 1500 US locations). 

You may be eligible for a FREE membership 
if your insurance includes: Tivity: Healthways, 
Prime, SilverSneakers; United HC: Active&Fit, 
Silver & Fit; Geisinger Gold or Renew 
Active. Corporate Memberships are also 
available. Contact us to see if you qualify. 

Now Offering Corporate Memberships 
HEALTHY EMPLOYEES ARE PRODUCTIVE EMPLOYEES 

Employers that offer a wellness program benefit by helping to strengthen both the community and their 
workforce. Positive lifestyle changes can often prevent costly medical conditions before they arise. As little 
as 30 minutes of physical activity several days each week can have a significant impact on workers’ well-
being; increasing productivity and morale. And employees who feel valued are less likely to seek employment 
elsewhere, decreasing turnover and the resources needed to recruit, hire and train new team members. 

www.wvymca.org

A YMCA membership is about more than a healthy body, it’s about a healthy community.  It’s about 
surrounding yourself with good people who are committed to helping you meet your fitness goals, while at 
the same time committing themselves to doing good work in our community. Join a network of friends who 
make you feel welcome from the moment you walk through the door! The Y, forever thriving, for a better 
us. A Greater Wyoming Valley Area YMCA membership includes fun and fitness for the whole family.  

WE’RE MORE THAN A GYM



New Programs & Activities for Seniors
Geisinger Friendly Neighbors: The Geisinger Friendly 
Neighbor program was established to help those in our 
community facing challenges from social isolation to 
lack of resources (food, shelter, transportation, medical 
and more). Enroll as a participant who needs services 
or as a volunteer to help your neighbors. Friendly 
Neighbor volunteers connect with participants via 
phone, and/or video call. In doing so, they help them find 
the resources they need as well as build a supportive 
community of their own. Please contact Dominic Griffith 
(dominic.griffith@wvymca.org) to apply for services 
or to volunteer to help others in your community. 

Adult Activity Clubs: The Y is more than just a gym. 
We are a place to gather and build community. We 
have 2 clubs starting in December and would love for 
you to join one of them or to volunteer to lead your own 
club based upon your area of expertise or interest. 

Crochet: Join our crochet club lead by Caitlin 
Whitenight. Bring your own supplies and work on your 
own projects. Learn from each other and find some 
new friendships through the art of crochet! The club 
meets every Friday from 10AM-12PM in the Wilkes-
Barre YMCA Cafe. All club meetings are FREE for YMCA 
members and $5 per session for non-members. 

Mahjong: Join our Mahjong club lead by Xin Luo. Xin 
hails from the country that invented Mahjong and he 
loves both playing and sharing his knowledge of the 
game. The club meets every Friday from 2PM – 4PM 
in the Wilkes-Barre YMCA Cafe. All club meetings are 
FREE for YMCA members and $5 per session for non-
members. Please reach out to Xin for more information. 

Please either enroll for one of these clubs online 
or contact us to learn more about how to join 
or to start your own club. 570-823-2191

FRIENDLY
NEIGHBORS
PROGRAM

IN
PARTNERSHIP

WITH

CROCHET @ THE Y
CAITLIN WHITENIGHT / FRI / 10A-12P
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2021 Greater Wyoming Valley Area 
YMCA Employee of the Year
Ashlee Rittenhouse
Youth Director

“I began working at the Wyoming Valley Y in 
2018 and quickly knew I had found a place 
to call home for my career in childcare. Marc 
Anthony once said, “ If you do what you love, 
you will never work a day in your life”,That 
statement has never been more true for 
me.  In my time with the Wyoming Valley Y 
we have doubled our school age program at 
our Wilkes- Barre location, created a virtual 
option for students during the pandemic, 
and opened The Charlotte L. Casterline, M.D. 
YMCA Early Learning Center and  have nearly 
completed construction on the Mericle Family  
Center for Early  Childhood Education . Our 
organization has such an amazing team and 
staff that no limit will ever be too high for us to 
reach. It is an honor and privilege to work for a 
company who is so strongly passionate about 
supporting children in their growth; creatively, 
socially, physically, nutritionally and academically.  
I am truly honored to be the 2021 Employee of 
the year. I cannot wait to see what 2022 holds for 
us at the Wyoming Valley Y”. - Ashlee Rittenhouse

“Ashlee always brings enthusiasm and energy 
to the youth and afterschool programming 
at our YMCA. Last year she had to turn on a 
dime and create a brand new program in the 
wake of the pandemic, making the ACHIEVE 
virtual learning program the first of its kind. 

Not only did the creation of this program help 
to meet the urgent need for school age child 
care for essential workers/working families 
(from many different schools!), but she led 
her team to find creative outlets and STEM 
activities to alleviate screen fatigue and offer 
a sense of fun and normalcy to the kids. 

Ashlee is always willing to help recruit 
volunteers and donations, sharing her passion 
for her programs with everyone she meets. 
Recently, upon reporting on the success 
of the program, our funders specifically 
praised the efforts of ACHIEVE’s leadership 
during a time of crisis in our community!”

-Lindsay Landis, Development 
Director GWVAYMCA

Ashlee Rittenhouse l Youth Director
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For Social Responsibility: Memorial 
and Scholarship Funds 
For a better us.

Max & Lorraine Memorial Scholarship Est. 2002 - This 
scholarship was established in honor of Lorraine Button Tracy 
and her 10-year-old son Max Tracy. Both Lorraine and Max lost 
their lives to asthma. The scholarship helps support projects 
like the first ever asthma summer camp in Luzerne County, 
Camp AsthmaCadabra, held at the YMCA’s Camp Kresge. 
Al Finarelli Memorial Scholarship Est. 2015 - Al’s leadership, 
wisdom and friendship has left a significant impression on 
the Wilkes-Barre Family YMCA. This Annual Fund Memorial 
Scholarship will go to benefit deserving children and 
families in our community. This Fund was established to 
preserve the legacy of Al Finarelli and support a variety of 
programs and membership of the Wilkes-Barre YMCA. 
Stephen and JoAnne Thorpe Memorial Scholarship Est. 2015 
- Established by JoAnne Thorpe in honor of her late husband, 
Stephen.  Stephen was a grade school teacher all of his life 
who understood the importance of educating the youth in 
our community.  This memorial scholarship is designed to 
support one young camper to attend Camp Kresge each year. 
Nello & Evelyn Roke Memorial Scholarship Est. 2012 - This 
Fund honors Nello & Evelyn Roke by providing annual 
scholarship to support children from our community to 
experience the joys of summer camp.  Both Evelyn and 
Nello loved to visit Camp Kresge as their grandchildren 
attended summer camp as campers and counselors. 
Corine C. Sheng & Major Peter L. Casterline Scholarship 
Fund Est. 2004 - This Pre-School fund was established by 
Drs. Peter and Charlotte Casterline in honor of their two 
children, Corine C. Sheng & Major Peter L. Casterline. This 
scholarship will provide children the invaluable benefit of Early 
Childhood Education at the Wilkes-Barre Family YMCA.  
Jamie Oliveri Memorial Scholarship Est. 2004 - This Fund 
was established through the generosity of Mr. James and 
Ruth Oliveri in loving memory of their son, Jamie, who passed 
away unexpectedly in 2004. The scholarship will be used 
for students attending summer camp at Camp Kresge. 
George Brandt Memorial Scholarship  Est. 2015 - George’s 
dedication and commitment to the Wilkes-Barre Family 
YMCA is unsurpassed. The impact he made on the 
Annual Fund Campaign will benefit many generations 
to come.  This scholarship will benefit children in various 
programs at the Wilkes-Barre Family YMCA. 
John A. McCole & Connie Umphred Memorial Scholarship 
Est. 1994 - This scholarship was established in honor of John 
A. McCole & Connie Umphred. The purpose of this fund is to 
provide a scholarship to children and families throughout the 
Wyoming Valley to attend YMCA Camp Kresge summer camp. 

Jack & Helen Thomas Memorial Scholarship Est. 2003  - 
This scholarship was established by the Thomas children 
in memory of their parents, Jack and Helen. The YMCA 
was a big part of growing up in the Thomas family. This 
scholarship will give local area children the opportunity 
to experience the joy and fun of summer camp.      
Paul D. Wasserott Memorial Scholarship Est. 2019 - This Fund 
was established through the generosity of Paul D. Wasserott. 
He was the owner of Wasserott’s Medical Supply Company 
in Luzerne, which not only served the Wyoming Valley but 
throughout parts of Pennsylvania. He was a larger than life 
fellow who enjoyed flying, boating, hunting, fishing and skiing. 
He was a world and food connoisseur. His parting mantra was 
always, “Enjoy life my friends!” This scholarship will give local area 
children the opportunity to experience the joy of summer camp. 
Gary A. Michak Memorial Scholarship Est. 2018 - Gary 
A. Michak was a beloved husband, father and friend; a 
national martial arts champion; and a tireless advocate 
for his law firm clients and the community at large. This 
scholarship honors Gary’s life and legacy by providing 
daycare and educational services to children at this YMCA. 
Tom Jones Memorial Scholarship Est. 2019 - Tom began 
his lifelong passion for cycling under the mentorship of his 
grandfather, Loren Sickler. Tom, in turn came to be a friend and 
mentor to countless cyclist inNEPA and was fondly regarded 
as the heart and soul of the local biking community.He was 
an enthusiastic participant in the Livestrong program at the 
YMCA.The Memorial Scholarship Fund was established to honor 
Tom and support the program that meant so much to him. 
Andrea & Jim Harris Scholarship Fund Est. 2018 - Born out of 
Andrea Harris’s passion for helping children and promoting safety 
around the water, The Harris Scholarship Fund creates and sustains 
foundational support for YMCA Aquatic Programs. Each year the 
fund generates support for the Wilkes-Barre Family YMCA Dolphin 
Swim Team, with contributions helping to provide scholarships 
to swim team members as well as funding for coaching staff. 
Maslow Family Scholarship Fund - This fund was established out 
of  the Maslow family’s desire to share the love of the arts with 
those in need. Funding supports arts programming and the Arts 
Village at Camp Kresge, as well as scholarships and arts staffing. 
Colin R. MaClean Memorial Scholarship Fund- Est. 
2021 - This scholarship was established in honor of Colin 
R. MacLean, a Kingston native, avid athlete, and YMCA 
Camp Kresge alum. In memory of Colin’s tender heart 
and love for camp, the YMCA scholarship fund helps 
to send deserving children to camp each year. 
*For more information on Legacy Giving at the 
YMCA, contact Lindsay.Landis@wvymca.org



“This  w

 

Congratulations
Connie & Durelle

You have done SO much for the
community.  We love you!  

Michele & Marty

Michele Millington Piano Studio
Mountaintop

mchelemillington.com
 

Now accepting serious students
 

Commercial • Industrial • Institutional

239 Pringle Street
Kingston, PA 18704
Phone: (570) 283-2529
Fax: (570) 283-1009

www.championbuildersinc.com

This recognition is very much deserved  
by two special people.

Thanks for caring and supporting  
non-profits in the Wyoming Valley. 

to
Dr. Durelle  

and Connie Scott

190 North Pennsylvania Avenue  •  Wilkes-Barre, PA  18702
570-970-2864 phone  •  570-970-2868 fax

 vimwb@hotmail.com email  •  www.vimwb.org 

Congratulations



Free Food for All
The Wilkes-Barre Family YMCA 
distributes fruits, vegetables, 
and other foods as available in 
the WBYMCA lobby during cold 
weather months and outside in 
warm weather twice a month. Food 
distributions take place from 2-6 
on the second Friday and fourth 
Wednesday of each month.

Congratulations
Connie & Durelle and all the 
Award Honorees for your 
commitment to the Y Community.
-Shep
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4 Convenient Locations for Childcare
The Y’s early learning, child care and out-of-school time 
offerings are staffed with people who understand the 
cognitive, physical and social development of kids, the 
support parents and families need and the importance 
of maintaining a safe, clean environment for children 
to learn and thrive. At the Y, infants develop trust and 
security, preschoolers experience early literacy and learn 
about their world and school-age kids make friends, 
learn new skills and get help with their schoolwork.  

The Greater Wyoming Valley Area YMCA knows child care 
is all about convenience. That is why we are proud to offer 
4 locations throughout the Greater Wyoming Valley!   

Visit our website for more information. www.wvymca.org

The Wilkes-Barre YMCA in 
Downtown Wilkes-Barre  

The Greater Pittston YMCA 
in Downtown Pittston  

The Charlotte L. Casterline Early 
Learning Center in Forty Fort 

The Mericle Family Center for Early 
Childhood Education in the CenterPoint 

Industrial Park. Coming in 2022 
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2022 is almost here! 

Give yourself 
& those you 

love  the gift of 
healthy living 
with a YMCA 
Membership



WVYMCA.ORG
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Our warmest congratulations for all you have 
done and continue to do for the Greater 
Wyoming Valley Area YMCA, especially in the 
Wilkes-Barre community. The Scotts’ support 
of the YMCA benefits so many, and tugs our 
heart strings. Keep up the good work!

 – Clayton & Terese Karambelas



On behalf of the Pittston YMCA Board, Staff and Membership, we congratulate our very own Kevin 
O’Boyle on receiving this year’s Layperson of the Year Award! Kevin has been the CVO of the Pittston 
YMCA since 2018 and led the way on completing the pivotal merger with the Wilkes-Barre Family YMCA.

He has shown a true passion for the Y’s mission and has rolled up his sleeves for 
the Y at every turn (and spin on a bike!) – all while remaining a faithful father, 
husband and key employee with Mericle Commercial Real Estate.

We at the Pittston YMCA couldn’t be more grateful for all that Kevin has done for our organization 
and the community it serves! You are a fitting honoree, if there ever was one, Kevin – Thank You!!

2021 
LAYPERSON 
OF THE YEAR
KEVIN O’BOYLE

CONGRATULATIONS

GREATER WYOMING VALLEY AREA YMCA
www.wvymca.org



Online Video Creation for Small Business

Congratulations to all the 
2020 Leadership Award winners

vidfrank@comcast.net | vidyourbiz.com



From the bottom of our hearts... 
Thank you for all you do! 

Bernie Popson 
Dr. Durelle & Constance Scott 
Kevin O’Boyle 
QproQ Engineering, Inc.  

– The Staff of the  Wyoming 
Valley Area YMCA

Patron Name Sponsors
Barry & Marilyn O’Boyle 
Bonner Chevrolet 
Paul Romanowski 
Wilkes-Barre Academy 
Friend of the YMCA
Carl J. Handman, 
AIA-Architect

Congratulations to our 
2021 honorees for your 
outstanding service to the 
YMCA and its mission. 
– Kate Button 

I am proud to congratulate our 
honorees for making a difference 
in the YMCA and our community. 
– Sister Miriam Stadulis



https://wvymca.org/hiring/

from

Catherine Mihalick, Esq. 
and Rosenn, Jenkins & Greenwald

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2021

Leadership 
Award 

Winners

www.rjglaw.com | 570-826-5600

Leaders in 
Comprehensive
Estate Planning
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Your Gift Makes 
a Difference 

#JoinACause 
wvymca.org



GREATER WYOMING VALLEY AREA YMCA 2021 LEADERSHIP AWARDS Sunday, December 12, 2021 | 31

Happy Holidays from 
the Greater Wyoming 
Valley Area YMCA




