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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Q. IS THE YMCA A CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION?
The YMCA of Upper Palmetto is a not-for-profit organization classified by the Internal Revenue Services as a 
501(c)(3) organization. Based on that designation, all contributions  to the YMCA are considered tax-deductible. 
The YMCA of Upper Palmetto is audited annually and maintains a Gold rating from GuideStar, indicating our 
commitment to transparency.

Q. WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A HEALTH CLUB AND THE YMCA?
The YMCA has a purpose and philosophy built into its programs, recognizaing that there is more to achieving 
good health than just strengthening muscle. Our mission is an essential component of every YMCA program. 
We focus on character development, demonstrating Christian principles through the core values of caring, 
honesty, respect and responsibility. Moreover, the YMCA is an inclusive organization and turns no one away 
because of race, religion, gender, physical ability or inability to pay.

Q. WHY SHOULD I DONATE TO THE YMCA? I ALREADY PAY MEMBERSHIP DUES.
Your membership dues cover the costs of your facility or program membership but do not support the 
additional cost of our scholarships to reach out into the community and help those in need. Additional dollars 
are needed to subsidize programs and provide financial assistance. The YMCA needs your support in this 
campaign to reach into the community and provide safe, high quality, character building programs for all.

Q.DO CONTRIBUTORS RECEIVE SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP PRIVILEGES?
Donors receive recognition as YMCA supporters, and their gifts will qualify as charitable deductions under 
the guidelines of the IRS. However, contributors do not receive any special membership or program privileges 
because of their charitable contribution.

Q. HOW MUCH OF WHAT IS CONTRIBUTED STAYS IN OUR COMMUNITY?
All contributed dollars are used for programs and services in the communities served by the YMCA of Upper 
Palmetto. No donated dollars go towards any administrative or fundraising expenses.

Q.WHO DECIDES HOW CONTRIBUTIONS ARE USED?
The YMCA is a volunteer-driven, volunteer-led community service organization. It is governed by a board of 
directors from the community who serve out of dedication to the mission and purpose of the YMCA. Volunteer 
board members review the YMCA’s annual operating budget and regularly monitor revenues and expenses over 
the course of each fiscal year.

Q. I AM NOT A MEMBER. WHY SHOULD I GIVE TO THE YMCA?
Your support is still valued. The YMCA provides meaningful opportunities for young people to grow into 
responsible adults, and provides every participant a safe and loving environment. The YMCA makes your 
community a better place to live and work.

Q. HOW WILL MY DONATION BE USED WITHIN THE YMCA’S BUDGET?
100% of the money raised throughout our Annual Campaign stays in our community. Also, 100% of your 
donation is used directly to support subsidized programs and scholarships and no portion of the money is used 
for administrative costs.

Q. SOMEONE ALREADY CONTACTED ME. WHY ARE YOU CALLING ME AGAIN?
Occassionally this happens if you or another familymember participate in activities at more than one branch or 
if you know volunteers affiliated with another branch. Many people wish to contribute to multiple branches and 
doing so is an option for you.
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