
  YMCA of Coastal Georgia Early       
  Learning Readiness (ELR) is a FREE       
  bilingual curriculum that teaches     
  caregivers how to help preschool aged 
  children in their care learn through play

   With a focus on building confidence  
   in the caregivers themselves, the ELR 
   program supports a strong 
   educational foundation in the early 
   years to ensure that children start 
   kindergarten ready to learn.
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ADDRESSING CRITICAL
COMMUNITY NEEDS

The Challenge: A 2011 Urban 
Institute study found that in 
low-income families, approxi-
mately 69% of all child care is 
provided by family, friends or 
neighbors (FFN). Nearly 45% of 
first-generation Hispanic/Latino 
children live in poverty, and an estimated 75% of preschool 
children in low-income families use Spanish as their primary 
language. The realities these young children face have 
powerful implications for their success in K-12 and post-
secondary education. In general, Latino children perform at 
lower levels on elementary school math and reading tests, 
have higher dropout rates, and lower high school graduation 
rates than their African-American and white counterparts.

This growing number of FFN care for low-income preschool 
children, and the accompanying concern that children enter 
school ready and able to learn, dictates the growing need for 
training for FFN caregivers, particularly for FFN caregivers 
caring for non or limited English-speaking children.

How the Y is Helping: Geared toward families with limited 
access to other early childhood education options, YMCA 
of Coastal Georgia Early Learning Readiness (ELR) is a FREE 
bilingual curriculum that teaches caregivers how to help 
preschool aged children in their care learn through play. Our 
findings show that 90% of children in the program increased 
their ability to follow directions, 85% increased self confi-
dence, and 89% know their ABC’s and Numbers. With a focus 
on building confidence in the caregivers themselves, the ELR 
program supports a strong educational foundation in the 
early years to ensure that children start kindergarten ready 
to learn.

How You Can Help: A gift of $850 can 
enable one family to participate in a 37-week 
class. 

Our Impact: Maggie started with the Early Learning 
Readiness program in fall of 2013 at Fort Stewart. When 
Maggie started she brought both of her children Colten 
3, and Sealy 1. Maggie was referred to the program by a 
friend whose son had recently enrolled. Her son Colten dived 
headfirst into the activities while her daughter Sealy was a 
little more shy. As time went on both children grew to love 
the program, one of the reasons they enjoyed the program 
so much was the fact that Maggie could stay connected to 
her Hispanic roots. Maggie’s mother is Latina and Maggie 
grew up hearing Spanish, and the program was a great way 
for her to help her children learn. She really enjoyed that her 
kids were picking up on the Spanish vocabulary; especially 
because Maggie although she could understand most of 
what was communicated in Spanish was unsure she could 
teach her children. Maggie and her children were enrolled in 
the program for 
two years, after 
the first year she 
attended her son 
graduated and 
started preschool 
that following 
fall. So when ELR 
started back Mag-
gie attended with 
just her daughter 
Sealy. Maggie enjoyed the programs structure as well, she 
enjoyed the circle time because it helped her son learn a 
routine that is carried on into the preschool setting.
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