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Planning for the Future:  Summer 2020 

The goal of the Y is to position itself to serve the  upcoming childcare needs of the 
community.  Lost wages and the economic uncertainty our local families are facing in 
combination with increased staff costs due lower staff/youth ratio has created the need 
for securing funds for our Youth Summer Camp imperative.  

Looking into the future, the Y understands that requests for 2020 Summer Day Camp 
Scholarships will be greater than ever. In 2019, the community raised $239,000 in 
community support of which $150,000 was allocated to Afterschool and Summer Day 
Camp program scholarships.  The Y exceeded its youth scholarship allocation by $6,585 
and had to communicate to potential participants that summer camp scholarships funds 
were no longer available. 

Number of Children Served in 2019: 
1085   Y Afterschool: (located in 3 Y branches and in 11 partnering schools) 
600     Y Summer Day Camp 
2018/2019 child care scholarship breakdown:  
Afterschool Scholarships:                 $94,023 = 115 or 10% of children  
Summer Day Camp Scholarships:   $62,562 = 157 or 27% of children  

The Y’s goal is to provide $100,000 in Summer Day Camp scholarships by raising over 
$250,000 in community support thus extending the scholarship count to 200 children.   
The Y understands that there are children in need in the community that are currently 
not being served due to complete financial hardship.   

 

COVID19 Response: 
On March 17th all three Pickens County Y branches closed due to the COVID19 Pandemic.  
As the COVID19 pandemic continues to evolve, the Y is adapting to adjust operations. The 
Y immediately began offering Emergency Childcare services for parents working in the 
critical needs (healthcare, First responders..etc.)  The Y currently averages 40 kids daily in 
this special “Covid Day Camp”.   For safety reasons, staff/child ratios have been lowered 
and a medic is on staff (to take temperatures..etc).  This increase in staff costs drives 
higher program fees in order to keep the program from losing money.    

As of April 1st, the Y has 291 youth pre-registered for Summer Camp 2020, with 55 
families inquiring about financial assistance. Historically summer camp pre-registrations 
on April 1st are half this number.   Families in our community have depended on the Y for 
affordable childcare for 45 years.  Moving forward, the Y is uncertain exactly what 
summer will look like.  However the Y is certain that financial assistance and community 
support is critical to keep our children safely cared for as parents return to work.  

 

Planning Ahead: Amidst Pandemic 
Summer is NOT Cancelled 


