
 
 
 
 
 

The Y in Youth Development  
 

Our Y helps people to be healthy, confident, and connected to others.  We accomplish this 
through our commitment to youth development, healthy living, and social responsibility.  

 

• The Y is committed to staying accessible to everyone and offers financial assistance to 
individuals and families. No one is ever turned away due to the inability to pay. 

• In 2022, Youth Development, Primetime and The Child Development Academy provided 
scholarship assistance in the amount of $300,000 to hundreds of individuals and families. 

• 55.6% of Richmond County children live in single-parent homes. The Family Y’s Primetime 
before and after school program provides quality care for many children who come from 
those single parent households. A large majority of the families we serve receive financial 
assistance which ensures children are in a safe, nurturing, caring environments. When 
students can participate in our programs, it reduces the number of children going home 
alone, or with an underage sibling. Research shows that youth and teens in high quality 
out-of-school time programs perform better on standardized tests, have improved 
relationships with adults and peers and show a decline in negative, risk-taking behaviors 
than those who do not participate in out of school time programs.  *Source: Kids Count 
Data Center 

• The Y works to increase social emotional development by teaching our core values of 
caring, respect, honesty, and responsibility in all Y programs. Research has shown that 
students need social emotional learning more now than ever before. According to the 
Youth Development Journal, students who participate in after school programs with social 
emotional learning activities have better cognitive, social, and physical development. Our 
programs ensure we provide a curriculum that meets the needs of the whole child.  

• During the summer of 2022, 90% of our campers across the CSRA received Safety Around 
Water training. This was a total of 1,612 campers ages 5-14 years old.  

• The Y’s full-day 3-star Quality Rated childcare facility, the Child Development Academy, 
accepts children as young as two weeks old. This acceptance policy recognizes that teen 
mothers and working professionals must return to school and work within weeks of their 
deliveries. The CDA also gives priority to medical district employees at the neighboring 
hospitals and provides extended care hours for those employees upon request.  

• Since its inception in November 2017, the YMCA’s A Place to Dream program has provided 
over 1,400 new beds to children throughout the CSRA and changed the lives of these 
children and their families for the better. 

• During 2022, the YMCA has provided over 1 million meals to CSRA residents facing food 
insecurity. Through partnership with Golden Harvest Food Bank, we have continued our 
food pantry at 9 YMCA locations across the CSRA. This partnership has allowed the YMCA 
to expand its’ services to serve not only children, but adults and seniors. The food 
program continues to serve meals weekly to meet the need of the community and those 
facing hardships.  

 
 


