
ADVENTURE 
FOR
ALL

A PATH IS FORGED
The Family Y of Greater Augusta and Children’s Hospital of Georgia at GRU, (two 
organizations with a strong legacy of caring for kids and families in our community) are 
collaborating in a dynamic partnership to ensure that children of all abilities have access to 
life-changing outdoor recreation and therapeutic programs. 

Since the 1940’s, the Family Y of Greater Augusta has been a leading provider of camp 
programs for this region.  The Family Y’s Camp Lakeside (through a long-term lease with the 
Corps of Engineers) has been the site of day and residence camps on the peaceful shores of 
Lake Thurmond since 2002.  The Family Y also has extensive experience serving military 
children and families at Camp Lakeside through Y Military Family Camps and Military Family 
Weekends in conjunction with the Armed Services YMCA.  In addition, the Y has become a 
leader in adapted programs for people with disabilities offering services through Katie’s 
Pool, the Miracle League Baseball Field and the Wilson Family Y adapted sports and wellness 
programs.  Keeping kids occupied, regardless of their physical abilities, with healthy 
activities during the out-of-school summer months is particularly important for families.
 
Meanwhile, for over 25 years, the Children’s Hospital of Georgia has offered enriching camp 
programs to children facing health challenges such as cancer, heart conditions, diabetes, 
and joint disorders.  But, the wonderful specialized camp facility that the hospital uses is a 
210-mile round trip from the hospital, and space is severely limited during the months most 
needed.  The long trek is not only a challenge for the patients, but for hospital volunteers 
(physicians, nurses, and child-life specialists) who are critical to the operation of the camps.   
The hospital now must turn children away from its existing camp programs and is unable to 
expand its camp offerings to serve children with other health conditions such as kidney 
disease, asthma, or children and families in grief.  A camp closer to home that can 
accommodate more campers is desperately needed.

In response to the growing needs of those served by both organizations, the Y and CHOG 
have joined forces with a bold plan to renovate and expand the Y’s beautiful Camp Lakeside. 
It will be transformed from its limited, rustic condition in order to serve children with 
disabilities or serious and chronic health conditions in a medically safe environment.  The 
new Camp Lakeside will enable both organizations to expand programs for kids of all 
backgrounds and abilities so that every child can have access to learn, grow, and thrive 
through the life-changing, magical experiences of camp.   

We invite you to join us on the Path to Adventure at Camp Lakeside!

FUNDING THE ADVENTURE 
No matter how old we get, many of us dream of going back to 
camp. We smile at the memories we made and hold dear the 
lifelong friendships we forged while gazing at a starry sky, singing 
around a campfire or dangling our feet off a dock. However, for 
many children this “dream” will never be in reach without special 
programs, accessible facilities, and caring volunteers and donors.  

That’s why the Family Y and The Children’s Hospital of Georgia 
have embarked on a campaign to raise the funds  for a state-of-the-art, accessible 
Camp Lakeside. Thanks to a generous gift from The Masters Tournament and the 
Community Foundation of the CSRA, funding has become available to move forward on 
the dream of modernizing and expanding Camp Lakeside into a leading, regional 
outdoor center that will serve more youth and families from all backgrounds, incomes, 
and abilities. This lead gift has increased the momentum for a community-wide 
campaign for the Y and CHOG to raise the funds necessary to complete the project. 

A pro forma budget and operating plan have been developed to ensure the camp is 
sustainable after it is built.  The camp will have multiple streams of revenue including 
camping fees, retreat revenue, and the annual scholarship campaign that ensures no 
child is turned away due to an inability to pay.

YOUR STEP ON THE PATH
We are seeking the support of friends throughout the 
community to make this grand adventure become a 
reality. When you invest in this vital collaborative 
partnership, you’ll quickly realize that the returns are 
priceless.  You can help by:

•  Give your time and talent

•  Help us get the word out about the project

•  Join our fundraising volunteer team

•  Consider joining a committee to help with programs

•  Cash gifts (may be pledged over a 5-year period)

•  Gifts of stock 

•  Planned gifts to support future camp endowment

•  In-kind gifts toward construction 

“If I have to have diabetes, 
at least I get to go to Camp Sweet Life.” 
— CHOG CAMPER, CARTER DALY, AGE 10

You can help make sure children like Carter and 
Michele have a place to experience the joy, 
adventure, and magic of nature. With your 
support, the Y and CHOG will be able to fulfill 
our shared commitment to serving and caring 
for ALL kids!

“Camp let me meet new friends 
and let me be a kid again. I want 
to go back next year and see 
everyone and have a blast!” 
— CHOG CAMPER, MICHELE LUNDY, AGE 8

TO ADVENTURE AND INCLUSION
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LIFE-CHANGING 
OUTDOOR PROGRAMS

At the expanded, renovated Camp Lakeside, more children than ever 
before will experience an array of enriching outdoor-recreation 
programs: swimming, hiking, fishing, archery, basketball, canoeing, 
kayaking, arts and crafts, disc golf, and more. The camp will be an 
extension of the Family Y’s adapted program, further solidifying the Y’s 
role as a nationwide model in 
providing programs and facilities 
that are accessible to people with 
disabilities or chronic health 
conditions.

The Children’s Hospital of Georgia 
is uniquely qualified and 
positioned to work with its 
volunteer leaders to create the 
safest, most comprehensive camp 
for children with health and 
physical challenges who will have 
access to the same experiences as 
other Camp Lakeside campers. 

PARTNERSHIP PLAN AND PROGRAM

To determine the full potential for participation in an expanded regional 
camp, the Family Y commissioned a formal market study/needs assessment. 
The study revealed a strong interest in camp programs (especially those 
serving families) and expanded programs for children with visual, hearing, 
mobility, medical, emotional, and mental challenges. The study identified 
the types of programs and facility features with the greatest interest and 
revealed that, with a renovated and expanded camp facility, the Y can 
expect to serve hundreds of children in day camps, resident camps, and 
family camps, plus the hundreds of children who will participate in CHOG 
camps throughout the summer.

The “new” Camp Lakeside will become the future home for CHOG camps for 
kids, with a goal of programming beginning in 2015. The Camp Lakeside 
location is only 38 miles from the hospital, providing 
critical drive-time accessibility to the medical hub of 
Augusta, Georgia. 

The master plan for Camp Lakeside calls for a number of new 
and renovated structures and amenities including:

•  15 new handicapped-accessible overnight cabins for youth campers

•  Renovation of the existing 10 cabins to accommodate family campers

•  Infirmary/pharmacy and medical staff quarters

•  Multipurpose building with a cafeteria, gym, stage, and meeting rooms

•  Handicapped-accessible pool & splash pad (#1 feature identified in study)

•  Chapel

•  Adapted playground

•  Tennis courts

•  Covered fishing dock 
  

Current hospital camp programs that will continue 
and grow at Camp Lakeside include:

CAMP RAINBOW™, where children with cancer and their 
siblings spend six relaxing, fun-filled days with others in similar situations. 
The kids just get to be kids, while their parents and other family members 
get to rest knowing their children’s needs are being met by the camp staff.

CAMP JOINT VENTURE™, a four-day, overnight summer camp for children 
ages 6-18 who have been diagnosed with rheumatic disease, along with 
their families.

CAMP STRONG HEART™, a two-day, overnight summer camp for children 
ages 4-17 who have been diagnosed with a cardiac-related condition. 
Campers enjoy a weekend of fun and adventure while learning that they are 
not alone in their fight against heart disease.

CAMP SWEET LIFE™, an overnight summer camp for children ages 7-16 who 
have been diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes or insulin-dependent diabetes, 
along with their families.

CAMP SHARE AND CARE, a weekend camp for children who have been newly 
diagnosed with cancer, along with their family members. Staff are available 
to educate the entire family about cancer and to answer questions in a 
safe, non-medical environment.

TO ADVENTURE AND INCLUSION

For more information, contact:
Leslie C. Glass
VP, Strategic Advancement
THE FAMILY Y OF GREATER AUGUSTA
945 Broad St., Augusta, GA 30901
(W) 706 922 9130
(E) lglass@thefamilyy.org
(Web) www.thefamilyy.org
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