
A MESSAGE FROM OUR CEO
It has been just over two years since our world as we 
know it shut down due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
As the Y, along with the rest of the world, struggled 
through closures, mandates and countless obstacles, 
we remained committed to meeting the needs of our 
community. 

Now it seems we are thankfully experiencing some 
sense of normalcy returning—albeit a new normal. We 
are seeing more and more members return regularly to 
the Y, our child care and summer camps are almost all 
at capacity with waiting lists, and our sports leagues 
and enrichment program registrations are bouncing 
back to pre-COVID levels.

As we all navigate this new normal and what it means 
for our families and communities, the Y will continue to 
be here to support and meet the ever-changing needs 
of all those who we are privileged to serve.

    Rob Wilkinson
    Chief Executive Officer
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Please save the date 
for the B.R. Ryall YMCA’s

Annual Meeting and  
Champions Dinner

Thursday, May 26, 2022 
Abbington Distinctive Banquets

5 p.m.  
Social hour with open bar and live music

6 p.m.  
Four course dinner with dual entree of  

filet mignon and chicken, served with wine

7 p.m.  
Program including recognition of 
local Olympians and athletes by 

Village of Glen Ellyn and City of Wheaton

With Master of Ceremonies

Mike Berman
NBC 5 Sports Anchor/Reporter

With Keynote Speaker

Bonnie Blair
5-Time Olympic Gold Medalist



BILLY O’DONNELL BASKETBALL CAMP
The Billy O’Donnell 
Basketball Camp was 
founded to honor 
the memory of its 
namesake, his love of 
sports and his passion 
for coaching youth 
basketball at the 
B.R. Ryall YMCA. A successful athlete who earned 
numerous MVP awards and sports accolades, 
O’Donnell treasured nothing more than the 
coaching plaque he received from the Y and the title 
of “King Bill” bestowed by the children he coached. 

When O’Donnell passed away in 2015, his family 
worked with the Y to establish the camp—giving 
children who are less fortunate an opportunity to 
learn the sport, gain leadership skills and continue 
to develop important character traits that align with 
the Y’s core values: caring, honesty, respect and 
responsibility. Financial assistance is provided for 
local children in need to attend the weeklong camp, 
which is offered twice a year.

Brenda O’Donnell, Billy’s mother, says, “The camp 
has been a wonderful tribute to my child’s life. He 
was a giving and caring person, who volunteered 
because he wanted kids to know what sports can do 
for their mental and physical stability.”

We are so grateful to the O’Donnell family for their 
continued support of this program—providing local 
children in need with this memorable opportunity!

SWIM LESSON PROGRAM
Here at the B.R. Ryall YMCA, we are proud of our rich 
history of teaching children and adults how to swim. 
Our swim lesson program helps individuals gain the 
confidence and skills necessary to be safe, and have 
fun in and around the water.  

Over the last year, we introduced a new swim lesson 
program that guides children through the stages of 
learning. Eight-year-old Nolan Pavlich is just one of the 
many children who has benefited from swim lessons. 
His mother Erin said, “He was always hesitant with the 
water. He’s tiny and skinny, so he doesn’t float well; 
swimming has been difficult.”  

When talking with Nolan, with a big smile and increased 
energy he said, ”I can swim across the pool now!” Erin 
shares in Nolan’s joy.  She knows he has built his self-
confidence, and she feels a sense of peace knowing 
that he has the skills needed to be safe around water. 

The Y is committed to reducing water-related injuries 
and deaths by offering affordable swim lessons. 
Through the swim program, the Y hopes to further 
bridge cultural and access gaps that can prevent some 
children from learning water safety skills. When kids 
know how to be safe in and around water, swimming 
can be a lifelong source of fun and exercise. 

For more information on swim lessons, visit  
www.brryallymca.org and click on the “Programs” menu.

UNSINKABLE SWIM PROGRAM
The Y offers subsidized lessons for children in the foster 
care system through our UNSINKABLE program. To 
learn more, contact Dan Chambers at 630.547.2007.

BUILDING SKILLS AND SELF-CONFIDENCE

CONGRESSMAN SEAN CASTEN VISITS THE Y
We’re grateful to Congressman Sean Casten for 
visiting our Y this month to learn about our program 
and services, and to discuss important strategic 
areas of focus including affordable child care, teen 
mental health and chronic disease initiatives like our 
Parkinson’s program.

While visiting our Y, Congressman Casten also took 
time to read several books to our Bright Beginnings 
Preschool students.


