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The Gospel



Jesus said to him, I 
am the way, the truth, 

and the life. No one 
comes to the Father 
except through Me.

John 14:6



For by grace you have 
been saved through faith, 

and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift 
of God, not of works, 

lest anyone should boast.
Ephesians 2:8-9 



Now to him who works, the 
wages are not counted as grace 
but as debt. But to him who 
does not work but believes on 
Him who justifies the ungodly, 

his faith is accounted for 
righteousness,

Romans 4:4-5 



The Doctrine 

of Revelation



 Revelation 

God making known to mankind 

His divine person and divine 

truths that would otherwise be 

unknown; to unveil 
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through His creation His 

existence, attributes, 

and goodness.
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God making known to mankind 

through His creation His 

existence, attributes, 

and goodness.



The heavens declare the glory of God; 

and the firmament shows His 

handiwork.  Day unto day utters speech, 

and night unto night reveals knowledge.  

There is no speech nor language where 

their voice is not heard.  Their line has 

gone out through all the earth, and their 

words to the end of the world. 
Psalm 19:1   





For since the creation of the world 

His invisible attributes 

are clearly seen, being

understood by the things that are 

made, even His eternal power 

and Godhead …
Rom. 1:20a   





For when Gentiles, who do not have 

the law, by nature do the things in 

the law, these, although not having 

the law, are a law to themselves, who 

show the work of the law written 

in their hearts ... 
Rom. 2:14-15a  





"We ... preach to you that you 

should turn from these useless 

things to the living God, who 

made the heaven, the earth, the 

sea, and all things that are in 

them, who in bygone 

generations allowed all nations 

to walk in their own ways. 

Nevertheless He did not leave 

Himself without witness, in that 

He did good, gave us rain from 

heaven and fruitful seasons, 

filling our hearts with food and 

gladness."
Act 14:15-17 



The Doctrine 

of Special 

Revelation



 Special Revelation 

God making known to mankind 

through His prophets, apostles, and 

His Son His nature and will that 

could not necessarily be known 

through General Revelation.



"... knowing this first, that no 

prophecy of Scripture is 

of any private interpretation, 

for prophecy never came 

by the will of man, but holy 

men of God spoke as they 

were moved by 

the Holy Spirit."

2 Peter 1:20-21 



All Scripture is given by inspiration of 

God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction 

in righteousness, that the man of God 

may be complete, thoroughly 

equipped for every good work.
2 Timothy 3:16-17 



All Scripture is given by inspiration of 

God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction 

in righteousness, that the man of God 

may be complete, thoroughly 

equipped for every good work.
2 Timothy 3:16-17 



Is Jesus the 

Only Way? 
Some Non-biblical Options



 Universalism 



 Universalism 
Everyone is ultimately saved regardless 

of what they believe. 



 Universalism 
Everyone is ultimately saved regardless 

of what they believe. 

Universalists reject the notion of eternal 

damnation—even those who may not 

hold to any notion of eternal life.



 Inclusivism 



 Inclusivism 
Christ saves not only those who 

consciously believe the gospel, but 

also all who never heard the gospel 

but fulfilled other requirements (e.g., 

responded to what they knew)  



 Pluralism 



 Pluralism 
All religions can lead to God. Salvation is 

not necessarily based on Jesus Christ. For 

some, Pluralism is distinguished from 

Universalism in that Pluralism says that any 

religion can save but not necessarily all will 

be actually saved.  



Is Jesus the 

Only Way? 
An Evangelical Proposal



 Exclusivism 



 Exclusivism 
Exclusivism (or Particularism) says that 

Christ saves only those who consciously 

believe the gospel that are mentally capable. 

Thus, all those who die without hearing the 

gospel (and thus without believing the 

gospel) are condemned.   



The Case for 

Exclusivism



Jesus taught that He 

was the only way. 



"I am the way, the 
truth, and the life. 
No one comes to 
the Father except 

through Me."



The apostles taught that 

Jesus was the only way. 





"Nor is there salvation in any other, for 

there is no other name under heaven given 

among men by which we must be saved."

Acts 4:12



One has eternal life by 

believing on Jesus. 





"For God so loved the world 

that He gave His only begotten 

Son, that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but 

have everlasting life.
John 3:16 



All those who do not 

believe are condemned. 





"He who believes in the Son 

has everlasting life; and he 

who does not believe the Son 

shall not see life, but the wrath 

of God abides on him."
John 3:36 



One can believe the 

gospel only by hearing 

the gospel. 



"For 'Whoever calls on 

the name of the Lord shall 

be saved.' How then shall 

they call on Him in whom 

they have not believed? 

And how shall they 

believe in Him of whom 

they have not heard? And 

how shall they hear 

without a preacher?"

Romans 10:13-14  



What About Those 

Who Have Never 

Heard? 



The Acts Argument
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The Acts Argument
❖Ethiopian Eunuch, Acts 8:26-40

a descendent of Ham

❖Saul, Acts 9:1-18

a descendent of Shem

❖Cornelius, Acts 10

a descendent of Japheth



God the Father has revealed 

Himself TO all people 

throughout all time and places 

without exception through the 

things He has made. 
(Ps. 19:1-6; Rom. 1 & 2; Acts 14:17) 



Whoever responds in faith to 

God's revelation of Himself 

through creation, God will get 

the Gospel message to him and 

he will believe. 



Responding to God's revelation 

of Himself through creation is 

more than merely believing that 

God exists.



Brethren, my heart's desire and 

prayer to God for Israel is that they 

may be saved. For I bear them 

witness that they have a zeal for 

God, but not according to 

knowledge. For they being ignorant 

of God's righteousness, and 

seeking to establish their own 

righteousness, have not submitted 

to the righteousness of God. For 

Christ is the end of the law for 

righteousness to everyone who 

believes.

Rom 10:1-4 
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