


“God is great. Beer is good. 

And people are crazy.”   
~ Billy Currington









Human Finitude

“What you know is orders 

of magnitude less than 

what is true.”   
~ John Pollock



Human Finitude
“There are more things in heaven  

and earth, Horatio, than are  

dreamt of in your philosophy.”   

~ William Shakespeare



Human Finitude
“My thoughts are nothing like 

your thoughts . . . And my ways 

are far beyond anything you 

could imagine.” ~ Isaiah 55:8



What if our prevailing 

ignorance is the primary 

reason we quickly dub things 

as “bad” or even “evil”?  



What if things we principally 

see as bad are often failures to 

see a hidden/unseen good?





Deadliest Natural Disasters 
1900-2016

https://ourworldindata.org/natural-disasters 



Epidemics





Ecosystem “Superstars”



• Primary producers; N2 fixation

• Recycling nutrients; decomposition

• Sustain complex life 

(ecologically and metabolically)

Ecosystem “Superstars”



What about Viruses?

Much of what we know about 

molecular and cell biology we 

know because of viruses!



Earthquakes
Earthquakes



“Imagine an Earth without plate tectonics. 

We might envision fewer natural 

disasters—no tsunami . . . no earthquakes

. . . no volcanic eruptions. . . Sounds nice, 

but it would be more accurate to picture 

something like the surface of Mars or 

Venus—barren and hostile to life.” 

~ Hugh Ross



Quakes • Bacteria • Viruses

A Rush to Judgment

EVIL •   VITALLY GOOD





Human Suffering



“The way of Christian witness is neither the 

way of quietist withdrawal nor the way of 

militant zeal; it is the way of being in Christ 

in the Spirit at the place where the world is 

in pain so that the healing love of God may 

be brought to bear at that point. . . . ”

~ N.T. Wright



“. . . It's actually very important, I 

think, to be in prayer at the place 

where the world is in pain. It's part of 

our Christian vocation.”

~ N.T. Wright



Mercy • Courage • Hope



Consider too . . .
Many have observed that 

adversity is necessary for 

growing in moral virtue.

Growing into Christ-likeness

Growing in maturity in faith



Willingly engage pain & suffering





A Grace Disguised

Tragedy can increase the soul’s capacity 

for darkness and light, for pleasure as well 

as pain, for hope as well as dejection.

Valley of suffering—the vale of soul-making

Jerry Sittser



The Gulag Archipelago 1918–1956

“Bless you prison, bless you for being in 

my life. For there, lying upon the rotting 

prison straw, I came to realize that the 

object of life is not prosperity as we are 

made to believe, but the maturity of the 

human soul.”

Alexander Solzhenitsyn 



Christians and Non-Christians

• the Greeks

• Irenaeus

• John of the Cross

• John Keats

• other theologians



The Stories We Tell

What if Solzhenitsyn and 

Sittser, Irenaeus, John of the 

Cross, Keats, and others are 

right about soul-making?



Paul to Believers in Corinth

This momentary, light affliction . . .

is preparing for us an eternal weight 

of glory beyond all comparison!



Consider Christ Jesus

Emptied himself and took on the 

form of a bond slave; Man of 

Sorrows; suffering servant; made 

perfect through suffering



Consider Christ Jesus

For the joy set before him . . .

endured the cross, its shame 

and hostility, and is now seated 

at the right hand of God, the 

firstborn of the new creation.



There is arguably evil. 

Sometimes the good hidden 

within the bad or evil we 

encounter may never be seen 

by us, or even by others . . . 

Consider Job.



There is no evil so great that 

the power of God to redeem it 

is not even greater.




