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“Even though they were crucified, stoned, stabbed, 
dragged to death, skinned, and burned, every last 

apostle of Jesus proclaimed his resurrection until his 
dying breath, refusing to recant under pressure from 

the authorities. Therefore, their testimony is trustworthy 
and the resurrection is true.” 



According to tradition, which apostle was…

1. …crucified upside down in Rome? 
2. …killed with spears in India? 
3. …skinned alive? 
4. …stoned to death in Jerusalem? 
5. …crucified on an x-shaped cross? 
6. …beheaded in Rome? 
7. …died a natural death in Ephesus? 
8. …crucified in Hierapolis? 

Peter

James

Thomas
Bartholomew

Paul
John

Philip

Andrew



The willingness of the apostles to face 
persecution and martyrdom indicates 

their sincere conviction that Jesus 
appeared to them after his death.



1. Disciples had a resurrection faith.
2. Early Christians were persecuted.
3. Evidence for martyrdoms.
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Disciples Had a Resurrection Faith
1. Creeds 



1 Corinthians 15:3-5
“For I delivered to you as of first importance what I 

also received: that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day in accordance 

with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, 
then to the twelve.”



Disciples Had a Resurrection Faith
1. Creeds 
2. Apostolic Preaching 



Acts 2:24
“This Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and 

foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the 
hands of lawless men. God raised him up, loosing the 

pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be 
held by it.” 



Disciples Had a Resurrection Faith
1. Creeds 
2. Apostolic Preaching 
3. Modern Scholars



James Dunn, Ph.D.
“It is an undoubted fact that the conviction that God 

had raised Jesus from the dead and had exalted Jesus 
to his right hand transformed Jesus’ first disciples 

and their beliefs about Jesus.” 

James D.G. Dunn, Beginning from Jerusalem: Christianity in the Making
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2009), 2:1169. 



1. Disciples had a resurrection faith.
2. Early Christians were persecuted.
3. Evidence for martyrdoms.



Were Early Christians Persecuted?
1. John the Baptist, Jesus, and Stephen died as martyrs.
2. Jesus taught his followers would suffer:



Matthew 10:16-18
“Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, 
so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of men, 

for they will deliver you over to courts and flog you in their 
synagogues, and you will be dragged before governors and 

kings for my sake, to bear witness before them and the Gentiles.” 



Were Early Christians Persecuted?
1. John the Baptist, Jesus, and Stephen died as martyrs.
2. Jesus taught his followers would suffer.
3. Suffering for Jesus is a central theme in the New Testament.

1. Philippians 1:29-30
2. Hebrews 11:35-38
3. James 1:2
4. 1 Peter 2:20
5. Revelation 6:9



Statewide Persecution
“Therefore to eliminate this rumor he falsely produced defendants and inflicted 
the most extraordinary punishments upon those whom, hated for their crimes, 

the people called Christians. The origin of this name was Christ, whom the 
procurator Pontius Pilate put to death in the reign of Tiberius; crushed for a while, 
the deadly superstition burst forth again not only throughout Judea, the source of 

this evil, but even throughout Rome, to which all horrible and shameful things 
flow from everywhere and are celebrated…



Statewide Persecution
…Therefore the first persons arrested were those who confessed; then on their information, a great 

multitude was convicted not so much on the charge of setting fire as on hatred of the human race. Mockeries 
were added to their deaths, so that wrapped in the skins of wild animals they might die torn to pieces by 
dogs, or nailed to crosses they were burned to death to furnish light at night when day had ended. Nero 

made his own gardens available for this spectacle and put on circus games, mingling with the people while 
dressed in a charioteer’s uniform or standing in his chariot. As a result there arose compassion toward those 
who were guilty and who deserved the most extraordinary punishments, on the grounds that they were being 

destroyed not for the public good but for the savagery of one man” 
(Tacitus, The Annals 15.44.2-5).



1. Disciples had a resurrection faith.
2. Early Christians were persecuted.
3. Evidence for martyrdoms.

- Peter
- Paul
- James, son of Zebedee
- James, brother of Jesus



John 21:18-19
“Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress 

yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you 
will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you 
where you do not want to go.” (This he said to show by what kind of 
death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, 

“Follow me.”



Bart Ehrman

“It is clear that Peter is being told that he will be executed (he 
won’t die of natural causes) and that this will be the death of a 

martyr.” 

Bart Ehrman, Peter, Paul, & Mary Magdalene: The Followers of Jesus in History and Legend

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006), 84.



1 Clement 5:1-4
“But to stop giving ancient examples, let us come to 

those who became athletic contenders in quite recent 
times. We should consider the noble examples of our 

own generation. Because of jealousy and envy the 
greatest and most upright pillars were persecuted, and 

they struggled in the contest even to death…



1 Clement 5:1-4
…We should set before our eyes the good apostles. 

There is Peter, who because of unjust jealousy bore up 
under hardships not just once or twice, but many times; 
and having thus borne his witness he went to the place 

of glory that he deserved.” 



Sources for Martyrdom of Peter: 
1. Ignatius (Letter to the Smyrneans 3:1-2)
2. The Apocalypse of Peter
3. The Ascension of Isaiah
4. The Acts of Peter
5. The Apocryphon of James
6. Dionysius of Corinth (Eusebius, Eccl. Hist. 2.25.4)
7. Tertullian (Scorpiace 15, Pres. Ag. Her. 36).
8. Moratorium Canon



1 Clement 4:5-7
“Because of jealousy and strife Paul pointed the way to 
the prize for endurance. Seven times he bore chains; he 
was sent into exile and stoned; he served as a herald in 

both the East and the West…



1 Clement 4:5-7
…and he received the noble reputation for his faith. He 
taught righteousness to the whole world, and came to 
the limits of the West, bearing his witness before the 

rulers. And so he was set free from this world and 
transported up to the holy place, having become the 

greatest example of endurance.” 



Sources for Martyrdom of Paul: 
1. 2 Timothy 4:6-7
2. Ignatius (Letter to the Ephesians 12:2)
3. Polycarp (Letter to the Philippians 9:1-2)
4. Dionysius of Corinth (Eusebius, Eccl. Hist. 2.25.4)
5. Irenaeus (Against Heresies 3.1.1)
6. The Acts of Paul
7. Tertullian (Scorpiace 15:5-6)



James, Brother of Jesus
“Festus was now dead, and Albinus was but upon the 

road; so he [Ananus] assembled the sanhedrin of judges, 
and brought before them the brother of Jesus, who was 

called Christ, whose name was James, and some others, 
[or, some of his companions]; and when he had formed an 

accusation against them as breakers of the law, he 
delivered them to be stoned…”

Josephus, Antiquities 20:197-203



Sources for Martyrdom of James: 
1. Hegesippus (Eusebius, Eccl. Hist. 2.23.8-18, c. AD 170)
2. Clement of Alexandria, Hypotyposes Book 7 (c. AD 150-215)
3. First Apocalypse of James (c. AD 200)
4. Second Apocalypse of James (c. AD 62-400)
5. Pseudo-Clementines, Recognitions 1:66-1.71 (c. AD 200).



Martyrdom of James, Son of Zebedee
“About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on 

some who belonged to the church. He killed James the 
brother of John with the sword.”

(Acts 12:1-2) 



The Rest of the Apostles?
1. A probable case can be made for Thomas and Andrew.
2. No record any of the apostles recanted their faith.
3. Historical evidence is late, legend-filled, and 

contradictory.



What about other “Martyrs”?
Muslim terrorists died for 

what they received 
secondhand. Apostles were 
willing to die for firsthand

experiences.



Conclusion:
The apostles were all willing to suffer and die because they 

believed Jesus had risen from the grave. There is no evidence 
any of them recanted, and we know in fact that some of them 

were martyred, signing their testimony in their own blood. 
What else could they have done to convince us of the 

sincerity of their testimony? 



Evidence that Demands A 
Verdict (2017)

Chapter 13:
“The Martyrdom of the Apostles”
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