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Dr. Judy Suke considered a career outside 
medicine so the family would have other 
things to talk about, but her desire to enter the 
field won out.

Suke began her practice with the Family 
Health Team (FHT) in Haliburton on 
September 30. Three months in, she now 

has about 520 patients, most of whom were 
formerly part of Dr. Robert Heyes’s large 
practice.

“I have a lot of medical professionals in 
my family, so I went through an evolution of 
trying to convince myself to do something 
different to spice up our dining room 
conversations,” Suke says with a laugh. “But I 
kept coming back to it because I like it.”

Suke’s mother specializes in reconstructive 

hand surgery, her sister is in residence 
in physical medicine and rehabilitation, 
completing her PhD, and her brother is a 
naturopath. To top it off, her husband Brian’s 
father is a family physician.

Brian provides the balance, says Suke. A 
chef by trade, for now he is doing “full-time 
daddy day care” with daughter Anika, age 
two and a half. The Sukes are expecting their 
second child in April.

Veterinary medicine was her original goal 
from childhood, says Suke, but during high 
school, while volunteering with animals she 
also began volunteering with seniors.

“I discovered that much as I love animals, 
it’s talking to the people that I like the 
best, and helping people, so in Grade 11 I 
went from veterinary medicine to human 
medicine.”

See “Suke” on page 3

Drawn to medicine, drawn to the Highlands
Photo by Mark Arike

Sled guide Kristina Young puts a harness on a sled dog. It was Young’s second day on the job at the Haliburton Forest. See page 10 for story.
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By Matthew desrosiers
editor

There are warm hands in the county despite the cold 
weather, thanks to the 6th annual Warm Hands for 
Christmas campaign that wrapped up earlier this month.

Gail Stelter spearheaded the campaign on behalf of 
Canoe FM.

She said since the beginning of the campaign six years 
ago, they have received over 2,300 donations. This year, 
the campaign received 211 pairs of mittens, 49 hats, 11 
scarves, five hat and mitten sets, and 23 pairs of socks.

The donations were delivered to the Cardiff and 

Wilberforce Elementary Schools, as well as Stuart Baker 
Elementary and Archie Stouffer in Minden. The food 
banks in Minden and Wilberforce, the 4Cs in Haliburton, 
and SIRCH Community Services also received donations.

“Canoe FM’s Warm Hands for Christmas charity project 
demonstrates our commitment to outreach and provides 
a fun way for our listeners and volunteers to get involved 
and make a difference at Christmas,” Stelter said. “It is 
meant to complement other community charity projects 
such as toy drives and food drives. We enjoy knowing 
that we are providing for children who come to school 
without mitts or hats, or for those who forget them or lose 
them.”

Hats (and gloves) off to Canoe campaign
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Continued from page 1

Suke completed her undergraduate degree 
at the University of Guelph, studied 
medicine at the University of Ottawa 
and completed her residency through the 
Northern Ontario School of Medicine this 
year.

The new doctor grew up in Toronto but 
her mother is from North Bay, so Suke has 
spent much time there as well as summers 
in New Liskeard, and most of her summer 
jobs were outdoors. She says Brian is from 
a community of 500 and has “patiently 
waited” for her to finish school and her 
residency so they can settle in a small 
community. 

“It actually started with my husband 
and I looking at a map of Ontario during 
med school and seeing things based on 
our interests, along with being parents 
and other factors, where we would want 

to be. And we’re big cross-country skiers 
and paddlers...so Haliburton was a natural 
choice of communities.”

Suke contacted the FHT to set up a 
fourth-year elective in Haliburton.

“I came and realized not only did I like 
the size of the community and all it had 
to offer, but I loved the team, which was 
naturally a huge part of things.”

Suke is eligible for the county’s newest 
recruitment incentive funding. She says 
having such funding available is very 
helpful but “it definitely wasn’t what 
brought me here.” She has partially 
completed the application but is giving 
herself time to make sure this is a good fit. 

Meanwhile, Suke is enjoying getting to 
know her patients.

“The beauty of family medicine for me 
is that you’re privileged to support people 
in the long term towards their goals and 
optimize their health.”  

Photo by Lisa Harrison
Dr. Judy Suke in the office she shares with Dr. Robert Heyes at the Family Health Team’s 
Haliburton medical centre.

Suke sees Haliburton a natural choice
By Mark Arike
staff

There is little left of a home that was 
engulfed in flames on Dec. 19 in the 
Municipality of Highlands East.

“It was so far gone by the time we got 
here,” said Highlands East fire chief Bill 
Wingrove. 

A total of 20 firefighters from the 
municipality battled the blaze, which 
was called in at around 12:15 p.m., said 
Wingrove. One firefighter from the 
Municipality of Dysart et al stayed on the 
scene.

The home, which is located at 1895 Paynes 
Road, belongs to Mike and Jennifer Wilson 
and their four children. The family wasn’t 
home at the time of the fire. No one was 
injured. The original building was known as 
the old Payne farmhouse, a structure with 
over 100 years of history.

According to Wingrove, the OPP closed 
Paynes Road for the majority of the day and 
EMS crews arrived on the scene.

On Dec. 21, two friends of the family 

brought an excavator to the property to 
help Mike sort through the burnt rubble in 
the garage and remove a safe. Wingrove 
oversaw their removal work. 

As of press time, the cause of the fire is 
unknown. However, Wingrove estimated 
that the damage exceeds $500,000. He said 
two vehicles in the garage as well as propane 
helped accelerate the fire. The home was 
attached to the garage.

Wingrove has been in contact with the 
Ontario Fire Marshal and said he would be 
returning to the scene on Monday with the 
insurance company.

“I hope by the end of next week I’ll have a 
definite idea of the cause,” he said. 

When news of the fire spread, members 
of the community stepped up to assist the 
family.

“I can’t believe the response from the 
community,” commented Wingrove.

A trust fund has been set up at CIBC, and 
donations are being accepted at The Pump 
Shop and Re/Max in Haliburton to support 
the family.

Fire destroys home 
of Highlands family

Photo by Mark Arike
Friends of the Wilson family help sort through the remains of the garage.
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“Keep calm and Minden, On.”
Heather came into work a few weeks ago 

wearing a t-shirt with that saying across the 
chest. At first we all chuckled – Heather’s 
nickname in college was ‘Minden’, which 
was the joke and why she bought the shirt in 
the first place – but when the laughter died 
down another meaning started sinking in.

Minden has become a verb, as in, to 
Minden: to persevere; to overcome; to 
triumph over adversity.

The flood of 2013 left Minden in a state 
of confusion and disarray, and yet, in 
the midst of the chaos, there was a calm 
determination. The community came 
together in its darkest hour, rallied behind 
neighbours, and worked around the clock to 
stay ahead of the water.

When initial efforts came up short and 
water flowed over and around sand bags, 
the pumps came out. When that wasn’t 
enough, people were evacuated and 
precious belongings salvaged from flooded 
basements with the assistance of community 
volunteers. 

Even when the flood was over and waters 
receded, it wasn’t over for the people of 
Minden. Then there were insurance claims, 
repairs, and rebuilding. The community was 
told to take the lead on fundraising before 
the government would offer any assistance.

I was one who, at the time, said it was 
nearly impossible to raise that much money 
in such a small place. I should have known 
better because, of course, the people of 
Minden did it. What choice did they have? 
Once more they rallied, like they did that 
first night to fill sand bags, and did the 
impossible.

Then two weeks ago we learned 
fundraising efforts have hit $708,000 for 
flood relief. The disaster relief committee 
has reviewed 97 per cent of resident claims 

and 71 per cent 
of business 
claims, with 
$395,000 already 
having been paid 
to claimants.

From the time 
the Gull rose 
over its banks, the 
people of Minden refused to give in, leaned 
on each other, and got the job done. The 
community has never represented itself so 
well. Definitely t-shirt worthy.

It shouldn’t have come as a surprise 
to anyone, myself included. Though not 
always to the same scale, these are the 
stories that characterize the Highlands. We 
help each other.

Take last week for example, when a family 
of six was left homeless before Christmas 
after a fire burned their house to the ground. 
Within a day, a trust fund was set up at 
CIBC and local businesses were taking 
donations to care for that family through the 
holidays and to help them back on their feet.

We talk about it a lot, and yes, I write 
about it a lot. But it’s important never to 
take our qualities here for granted. The 
Minden flood was the story of the year, and 
it represents everything that it means to be a 
Highlander.

The new year holds a lot of unknowns. 
There will be challenges that seem 
overwhelming, such as the fight against 
new OPP billing methods that threaten to 
cripple our municipalities, and whether the 
TSW people have learned any lessons from 
last year or if the spring thaw has another 
disaster in store. 

I don’t know what 2014 holds for us but if 
we stay calm, and if we Minden on, I know 
we’ll find our way through.

Editorial opinion

By Matthew  
desrosiers

146 Highland Street, Box 1024 
Haliburton, Ontario  K0M 1S0

audited circulation 6,727 (June - November 2012)
(June — August 7,312   September — November 6,150) 

Canadian Media Circulation Audit - Canadian Community Newspapers Association

The Highlander is a local, independently owned and operated weekly newspaper for Haliburton County. Please note the 
views expressed are those of the contributors and do not necessarily refl ect the views of the paper or its owners. Liability 

for incorrectly displayed or placed advertisements is limited to correcting the error in future issues or providing advertising 
credit to be applied at the advertiser’s discretion. Letters may be edited for clarity and length and are published at the 

editor’s discretion.  All advertising and editorial content is © 2013 Maple Key Media Ltd.

publisher, Bram Lebo 
bram@maplekeymedia.ca

 
production Manager, Heather Kennedy 

heather@maplekeymedia.ca

Sales Manager, Walt Griffi n 
walt@haliburtonhighlander.ca

Editor, Matthew Desrosiers
matthew@maplekeymedia.ca

Staff Writer, Mark Arike
mark@haliburtonhighlander.ca

Offi ce Manager, Ashley Campbell
ashley@maplekeymedia.ca

TheHighlander
Haliburton County’s independent newspaper

contributing writers: George Farrell, Lisa Harrison, Sharon Lynch, Warren Riley and Will Jones

705-457-2900

Published by 

 TheOutsider
Little dwarves 
and pointy hats

By Will Jones

Minden on

So, was Santa good to you and yours this 
year? Did he shower you with gifts? Did 
he drop by with no questions asked and 
the reindeer on autopilot or was he waiting 
with baited breath to see if your household 
was on best behaviour right down to the 
last?

The idea of Santa Claus being the all 
seeing Big Brother style looker-outer for 
bad behaviour is somewhat creepy in my 
mind. Little Z had some trouble getting to 
grips with how one guy can watch all of 
the kids all over the world all of the time, 
too. I won’t say that he’s freaked out by it 
but he is questioning the premise of Santa: 
and he’s only four! 

“Daddy is Santa really real or do you and 
mummy get my presents? Daddy how can 
Santa see me and Isla and Easton and Lilly 
and Ruby and (the list of his little friends 
went on) at the same time?”

I struggled to answer, not wanting to lie 
to my child but taking some solace in the 
fact that my parents and theirs before them 
had lied remorselessly to their children 
all in the name of the gigantic marketing 
scam for the toy industry that Christmas 
has become. 

I opted for the most plausible explanation 
that I could come up with on the spur 
of the moment. I stayed away from the 
Orwellian idea that Santa, like some super 
spying government, is looking down on 
everyone all of the time and I went with 
the elves.

“It’s Santa’s helpers the elves that check 
out who’s being good or bad,” I said, 
shifting from one foot to the other and 
trying not to catch his enquiring eyes. 
“Santa deploys one elf to every house and 
the elf hides in the house watching the kids 
to make sure that they are being good.”

As the lie unfolded I began to wish I’d 
stuck with the same old Santa story. I 
watched Little Z taking quick glances 
about him, before looking back at me.

“Where is our elf now, daddy?” 
“Hmm, well, erm, he’s probably taking 

a time out and having a rest because 

you’re being good,” I 
ventured hoping that 
it would diffuse the situation.

“But when will he come back and where 
does he go when I’m asleep? And does 
he need to use the bathroom, and what 
happens when we go to other peoples’ 
houses, does he sneak in the car, and…”

I lied through my teeth for at least 15 
minutes straight that day and now I think 
my son has a phobia about being snooped 
upon by skinny dwarves with pointy 
green hats: dwarves who report his every 
move to some dastardly overlord who 
masquerades as a jolly round fellow in a 
big red suit.  

But that was before Christmas and oh 
how I’m glad that the run-up to the big 
day is over. 

Little Z is also glad because, as he 
triumphantly stated, neither Santa nor his 
watcher (that’s what he took to calling the 
elf) spotted him being naughty. And my 
lovely wife is glad to see that I managed 
to keep up the charade without cracking 
under the constant bouts of questioning 
for this year at least. I did break down 
finally on Christmas Eve but it was OK 
because Little Z was in bed, there was a 
mince pie and a sherry laid out for Santa, 
straw and oats for the reindeers and a bowl 
of cheerios for the watcher. It was then 
that I caved and succumbed to a couple of 
glasses of the hard stuff. 

Now, on Boxing Day, I realize that Santa 
(or his evil little elvish spies) brought me a 
thumping headache for Christmas; but that 
I can handle because Little Z is engrossed 
in his gifts and I’m off the hook. 

All I have to do now, or maybe 
tomorrow, is start preparing my story for 
next year. My son is only going to get 
more inquisitive about the mysteries of 
Christmas and if I want to keep him from 
misbehaving for at least some of the rest 
of his childhood I need to come up with a 
far more convincing line about why Santa 
isn’t a figment of the imagination.

In the Dec. 19 article “Minden 
reverses course on e-voting” (see The 
Highlander, issue 114, pg. 10) it stated 
that Minden Hills Reeve Barb Reid 
put forward a motion to reconsider the 
motion presented to council by CAO 
Nancy Wright-Laking at a Dec. 12 
council meeting. It also stated that Reid 
made a motion to adopt a paper ballot 
with an advanced poll and an election 
day poll. The article should have stated 

that the motion to reconsider was moved 
by councillor Larry Clarke and seconded 
by councillor Ken Redpath. The motion 
to adopt Internet and telephone voting 
as well as a paper ballot on two days 
was moved by Deputy Reeve Cheryl 
Murdoch and seconded by councillor 
Brigitte Gall. The motion was carried 
with a unanimous vote. The Highlander 
regrets the error. 

Correction

send your news tips to 
matthew@maplekeymedia.ca

NEWS

We’re moving
The Highlander will be joining 
The Haliburton County Echo at its office at 
146 Highland St. Haliburton as of Jan. 2, 2014.
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Letters to the editor
Photo of the week

Photo by Guenter Horst
The morning after a snowfall.

Dear editor,

I have read of the takeover of the Haliburton 
Echo by those responsible for The Highlander. 
Given the consistently low quality of all 
aspects of that paper since its inception, and as 
a courtesy to Len Pizzey, Martha Perkins, and 
the many fine newspaper people who came 
before them, I sincerely encourage you to 
retire the Haliburton Echo name immediately. 

Jack Bush
Haliburton

A proposal for courtesy

Overwhelmed by 
food bank kindness

Sharon’s good advice

Dear editor, 

I’m so thankful to our food bank here in 
Haliburton. I have been trying to live on 
$72 a month after my rent is paid and it’s 
very difficult. Today I went to the food 
bank for my veggie bag I receive every 
month and had put my name down for 
Christmas. I received an envelope and 
found two grocery vouchers for $65 each! 
One for Christmas and one for January. 
I went back in to see if a mistake had 
been made since there were two. They 
were both for me! I’m so overwhelmed 
by this kindness. To be able to go grocery 
shopping and fill my shelves with food... 
I just can’t express my thanks enough. 
I hope everyone who helped make this 
possible the most wonderful Christmas! 
Your kindness makes me cry. Thank you 
so much.

Sheila McDonald
Haliburton

Dear editor,

Thank you for the article in Dec. 19 issue 
“Not for everyone” by Sharon Lynch. 
Without putting it into words, Ms. Lynch 
gives good advice on how to not be lonely 
in widowhood; reach out to people and not 
wait for others to come to you. She writes in 
a homey, comfortable style that we can relate 
to. Please write some more, Sharon!

Merry Christmas to you all.

Susan Wicks/Rusk
Algonquin Highlands

SENd your 
lEttErS to 
thE Editor
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Bus nimo del iusdaerum fugia pliquistrum quid quam sum culparum sum quo et 
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ent possendis que que vero maios vellacit labo. Aliassunt, nihilignam quat qui totas 
magni omnit, que vernatio con pellandae porum inustibus volorepe nosande litationet 
autaspe reperibus vid molorum quo estiorepro berum quam dis et, officie ndesequi re 
que lania que cum adi delessu ndandes alis re earum rereribusam, tem et et aperias 
eossi unturem facitae liatiat aborum quasperspid magnis iur reptatur sincti dolor aut 
oditaspero quodi officat emolupidites dolorem atius.
Obis evendel iatum, tesequi cuscim dolor sanis eos doluptatur? Lia comnis dus 

doluptas si dio. Et et aped qui as dellenda venist volorrum que perfern atquis 
consequi corio. Ut et que plandit aborit omnim illent que niscipid quae ne re natur 
aute iliciat.
Gia nobitate vel maximaion nisquis moles quaesen ihiciis peditaepudam expe 

sim est idistrum aut vel ipitat accaborem que dem ut aut est, et facides susdae 
cum nonsedi debit res dolorru ptatianturit aperepra volupta tquodit laborion estiant 
as recullaut quae elia simusae debit autem. Abo. Nam id essit, ullaccab illis core 

Have your opinion known...
send your letters to 

matthew@maplekeymedia.ca

We’re taking a short break for the holidays. The 
next editions of your newspapers will be as follows:

The Haliburton County echo Jan. 7, 2014

Minden Times Jan. 8, 2014

The Highlander Jan. 9, 2014

We hope your Christmas was filled with cheer  
and your new Year is prosperous. 

Next editions
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Highlander life
Haliburton Highlands

ofCHAMBER COMMERCE

UPCOMInG eVenTs
Thursday, Jan 9

Chamber AM 
Breakfast
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– 9:30 a.m.

Hali’s Bistro
Haliburton, on

cost: $15
 Topic: speak for success

Tony nelson, Toastmasters

With 15 years of business 
experience, Tony knows the 
importance of strong public 
speaking. He’ll share tips 
to help make you a better 

communicator!

 
Tuesday, Jan 21

Business After Hours
5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Rhubarb Restaurant

carnarvon, on

get a sneak peak at the new 
Rhubarb, while connecting 
and networking with local 

business leaders!

chamber members and 
first-time guests fRee. 

$10 for returning guests.
please RsVp to 

lauren@haliburtonchamber.com 
or by phone.

 Gala Award nominations  

now – Jan 15, 2014
nominations being accepted for
2013 Business and Community

achievement awards
www.haliburtonchamber.com

195 Highland St. Box 670
Village Barn, Lower level
Haliburton, on  K0m 1s0

705-457-4700
Drop in and say hello
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By Matthew desrosiers
editor

SIRCH Community Services volunteers 
will have made and delivered 6,000 meals 
to families across the county by the end of 
this fiscal year on April 1, 2014.

And it’s not enough.
“We could double that number easily and 

all those meals would be gone,” said Gena 
Robertson, SIRCH executive director. 
“Not just because they’re free, but because 
there’s a need.”

In addition to the 
Haliburton and 
Minden community 
kitchen’s 3,000 
meals, SIRCH 
provides lunches 
and snacks to the 
mothers’ support 
groups each week. 
Robertson said the 
organization spends 
$80 to $120 on 
those meals each 
week, for another 
3,000 meals in a 
year.

That’s 6,000 meals provided by SIRCH 
this year alone.

“We distribute through other partners, 
so we know Community Care has seniors 
who could use more food,” Robertson said. 
“That we know. We know that our families 
could probably use more food at times. 
We know that the Minden Food Bank 
recipients could use more meals at times. 
It’s those kinds of things. We know that 
the need is there.”

Not only do more people in the county 
need assistance, but this time of year is 
often the worst, she said.

“It’s hardest during the winter because 
people are out of work, they can’t grow 
their gardens, [and] prices go up.”

There are tentative plans to open a 
community kitchen in Highlands East, but 
Robertson said it needs to be sustainable 
first, and having enough money to do it is 
the issue.

“We’d like to expand to the east part of 
the county and put a community kitchen 

out there,” she said. 
“We know it’s a hard-
hit area. They could 
definitely use more 
help.”

SIRCH’s new 
project, Need a Hand, 
started in the spring 
and already has 
had 81 requests for 
service, 27 of which 
were subsidized. 
They have five 
regular clients who 
are supported on a 
weekly basis.

Robertson said the demand for Need a 
Hand rose consistently month after month 
since the program began. Although calls 
have dropped off in December, she said 
they estimate the program will be well-
used in the new year, especially with the 
planned creation of geographic hubs.

The idea is to create worker hubs where a 
particular community receives aid from its 
local volunteers and workers. 

“We want this to work,” Robertson said. 
“We know that it’s needed, we know that 

it’s important, and we want it to be viable. 
It has to pay for itself. This isn’t funded by 
the government.”

Need a Hand workers volunteer two 
hours each month, and then are paid a 
wage for any additional hours. Those 
clients who can afford to pay for the 
service, and the money is used to subsidize 
other clients who can’t afford to pay.

The hubs will localize community 
support.

“It helps build capacity in each little 
community as opposed to it being centrally 
located,” she said. “It makes more sense 
for us to connect people to the individuals 
in their own communities, to feel 
supported, to see they have somebody to 
call for [help].”

Although SIRCH continues to develop 
and administer its program, it’s funding 
that continues to limit the organization’s 
capacity. Donations through the Gifts from 
the Heart catalogue are used to overcome 
funding shortfalls and provide additional 
support to those who need it, Robertson 
said.

The organization’s goal is to provide 
direct help as needed, but also to reignite a 
sense of community and the drive to help 
your neighbour.

“What SIRCH can do is act as the 
catalyst,” she said. “Lots of people aren’t 
comfortable reaching out anymore. They 
can come here and say what they really 
like to do, and people who have needs can 
come here and say ‘this is what I need’, 
and you start to do those connections.”

“It’s very much about community at a 
grassroots level.”

For more information on SIRCH, or to 
donate, visit www.sirch.on.ca. 

Keeping the county’s bellies full

It’s hardest during the 
winter because people 
are out of work, they 
can’t grow their gardens, 
[and] prices go up.

Gena Robertson
SIRCH

executive director
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EXTRA $1,000 HOLIDAY BONUS CASH FOR ELIGIBLE OWNERS¥/¥¥

COMPLIMENTARY OIL CHANGES 2-YEAR/40,000KM**

SIGN & DRIVE LEASING $0 DOWN
PAYMENT $0 SECURITY

DEPOSIT $0 DUE AT
DELIVERY$0 FIRST 

MONTH’S
PAYMENT. 
IT’S ON US† 

 CHEVY’S GIVING 
MORE

EQUINOX LTZ FWD SHOWN††

CRUZE LTZ SHOWN†† TRAX LTZ SHOWN††

INCLUDES:
•  POWER LOCKS WITH REMOTE KEYLESS ENTRY
• POWER WINDOWS
• STABILITRAK®
•  BEST-IN-CLASS SAFETY+ WITH 10 AIRBAGS

$83    
BI-WEEKLY

0%
FOR 60 MONTHS▼

@

$0 DOWN PAYMENT. $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT. 
TAXES NOT INCLUDED. OFFER INCLUDES FREIGHT, PDI & LEVIES.

LEASE PAYMENT

$129    
BI-WEEKLY

1.9%
FOR 48 MONTHS▼

@

$0 DOWN PAYMENT. $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT. 
TAXES NOT INCLUDED. OFFER INCLUDES FREIGHT, PDI & LEVIES.

LEASE PAYMENT

INCLUDES:
• TURBOCHARGED ECOTEC ENGINE
• BLUETOOTH® WITH USB
•  POWER LOCKS WITH REMOTE KEYLESS ENTRY
• POWER WINDOWS

$159    
BI-WEEKLY

0%
FOR 48 MONTHS▼

@

$0 DOWN PAYMENT. $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT. 
TAXES NOT INCLUDED. OFFER INCLUDES FREIGHT, PDI & LEVIES.

LEASE PAYMENT

INCLUDES:
• BLUETOOTH® WITH USB
•  6-SPEED AUTOMATIC 
• AIR CONDITIONING
•  POWER LOCKS WITH REMOTE KEYLESS ENTRY
• POWER WINDOWS
•  BEST-IN-CLASS REAR SEAT LEGROOM♠

2014 TRAX LS

$189    
BI-WEEKLY

1.5%
FOR 36 MONTHS▼

@

$0 DOWN PAYMENT. $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT. 
TAXES NOT INCLUDED. OFFER INCLUDES FREIGHT, PDI, LEVIES & $3,500 CREDIT.*

LEASE PAYMENT

AVAILABLE:
•  MOST FUEL-EFFICIENT V8 IN A PICKUP, BETTER THAN 

FORD F-150 ECOBOOST V6 (COMBINED)∆

•  MOST POWER IN A PICKUP: 420 HP, 460 LB-FT TORQUE♣

•  BEST MAXIMUM TOWING IN ITS CLASS: UP TO 12,000 LBS∞

•  HIGHEST POSSIBLE OVERALL VEHICLE SCORE FOR 
SAFETY – 5 STARS – FROM NHTSA◊

2014 EQUINOX LS

2014 CRUZE LS

ALL-NEW 2014 SILVERADO 
CREW CAB 4X4

SILVERADO LTZ CREW CAB 4X4 SHOWN††

VEHICLE PRICING IS NOW EASIER TO UNDERSTAND BECAUSE ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE 
FREIGHT, PDI AND MANDATORY GOVERNMENT LEVIES. Prices do not include applicable 
taxes and PPSA. Consumers may be required to pay up to $799 for Dealer fees.*** 

For the latest information, visit us at chevrolet.ca, drop by your local Chevrolet Dealer or call us at 1-800-GM-DRIVE. ▼Based on a 60/48/48/48/36 month lease for 2014 Chevrolet (Cruze LS 1SA/Trax LS FWD 1SA/Equinox LS FWD 1LS/Traverse LS FWD 1LS/Silverado 1500 Crew Cab 4WD 1WT+G80+B30). Annual kilometre limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometre. OAC by GM Financial. Monthly/Bi-Weekly 
payments may vary depending on down payment/trade. A down payment or trade of $0 and/or $0 security deposit is required. Total obligation is $10,850/$13,446/$16,577/$20,737/$14,772. Option to purchase at lease end is $6,686/$7,915/$11,198/$15,748/$20,304. Excess wear and tear and km charges not included. Other lease options available. ♦$3,500 is a manufacturer to dealer delivery credit (tax exclusive) for 2014 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Ext. & Crew 
Cab and is reflected in offers in this advertisement. Other cash credits available on most models. See dealer for details. ▼/♦/***Freight & PDI ($1,600/$1,600/$1,600/$1,600/$1,650), registration, air and tire levies and OMVIC fees included. Insurance, licence, PPSA, dealer fees and applicable taxes not included. Offers apply as indicated to 2014 new or demonstrator models of the vehicle equipped as described. Offers apply to qualified retail customers in 
the Ontario Chevrolet Dealer Marketing Association area only (including Outaouais). Dealers are free to set individual prices. Quantities limited; dealer order or trade may be required. Limited time offers which may not be combined with other offers. GMCL may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. +Based on WardsAuto.com 2012 Upper Small segment, excluding 
Hybrid and Diesel powertrains. Standard 10 airbags, ABS, traction control and StabiliTrak®. ®Bluetooth is a registered trademark of Bluetooth SIG Inc. ♠Comparison based on 2013 Polk segmentation: Compact SUV and latest competitive data available and based on the maximum legroom available. Excludes other GM brands. ∆2014 Silverado 1500 with the available 5.3L EcoTec3 V8 engine equipped with a 6-speed automatic transmission has a fuel consumption 
rating of 13.0L/100 km city, 8.7L/100 km highway and 11.0L/100 km combined 2WD and 13.3L/100 km city, 9.0L/100 km highway and 11.4L/100/km combined 4WD. Ford F-150 with the 3.5L EcoBoost V6 engine has a fuel consumption rating of 12.9L/100 km city, 9.0L/100 km highway and 11.1L/100 km combined 2WD and 14.1L/100 km city, 9.6L/100 km highway and 12.1L/100 km combined 4WD. Fuel consumption based on GM Testing in accordance with 
approved Transport Canada test methods. Your actual fuel consumption may vary. Comparison based on wardsauto.com 2013 Large Pickup segment and latest competitive data available. Excludes other GM vehicles. ♣When equipped with available 6.2L EcoTec3 V8 engine (available to order fall 2013). Class is Light-Duty Full-Size Pickups. ∞Requires 2WD Double or Crew Cab with available 6.2L EcoTec3 V8 engine and Max Trailering Package. Maximum trailer 
weight ratios are calculated assuming a base vehicle, except for any option(s) necessary to achieve the rating, plus driver. The weight of other optional equipment, passengers and cargo will reduce the maximum trailer weight your vehicle can tow. Comparison based on wardsauto.com 2013 Light-Duty Large Pickup segment and latest competitive data available. Excludes other GM vehicles. Class is Light-Duty Full-Size Pickups. ◊U.S. government 5-Star Safety 
Ratings are part of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA’s) New Car Assessment Program (safercar.gov). ††2014 Cruze LTZ, MSRP with freight, PDI & levies $28,489. 2014 Trax LTZ FWD, MSRP with freight, PDI & levies $30,089. 2014 Equinox LTZ FWD, MSRP with freight, PDI & levies $37,539. 2014 Traverse LTZ FWD, MSRP with freight, PDI & levies $48,289. 2014 Silverado 1500 LTZ Crew Cab 4WD, MSRP $51,379. Dealers are free to set 
individual prices. †Offer valid only to eligible retail lessees in Canada who have obtained credit approval by GM Financial, have entered into a lease agreement with GM Financial, and who accept delivery from October 1, 2013 through January 2, 2014 of a new eligible 2014 model. General Motors of Canada will pay the first month’s lease payment (inclusive of taxes and any applicable pro-rata amount normally due at lease delivery as defined on the lease 
agreement). After the first month, lessee will be required to make all remaining scheduled payments over the remaining term of the lease agreement. This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives available on GM vehicles. General Motors of Canada Limited reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. Void where prohibited by law. Additional 
conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. **The 2-Year Scheduled Lube-Oil-Filter Maintenance Program provides eligible customers in Canada, who have purchased, leased or financed a new eligible 2014 MY Chevrolet, Buick, or GMC vehicle (excluding Spark EV), with an ACDelco oil and filter change, in accordance with the oil life monitoring system and the Owner’s Manual, for 2 years or 40,000 kms, whichever occurs first, with a limit of four (4) 
Lube-Oil-Filter services in total, performed at participating GM Dealers. Fluid top offs, inspections, tire rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, etc. are not covered. This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives available on GM vehicles. General Motors of Canada Limited reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. Additional conditions 
and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ¥Offer only valid from December 10, 2013 to January 2, 2014 (the “Program Period”) to retail customers resident in Canada who own or are currently leasing a Chevrolet Aveo, Cobalt, Caprice, Cavalier, Cruze, Epica, Impala, Lumina, Malibu, Metro, Monte Carlo, Optra Sonic, Spark, Volt, Saturn Ion, Aura, Astra, L-Series, S-Series, Sky, that has been registered and insured in Canada in the customer’s name for the previous 
consecutive six months, will receive a $1,000 Holiday Owner Bonus credit towards the lease, purchase or finance of an eligible new 2014 Chevrolet Sonic, Cruze, Malibu or Impala delivered during the Program Period. Eligible retail customers resident in Canada who own or are currently leasing a Chevrolet HHR, Equinox, Tracker, Uplander, Venture, Astro, Lumina APV, Blazer, Traverse, Trailblazer; Saturn Vue, Relay, Outlook; Pontiac Montana/SV6, Transport, Torrent, 
Aztek, Sunrunner;  Buick Rendezvous, Terraza, Enclave, Rainier; Oldsmobile Silhouette, Bravada; GMC Safari, Jimmy, Terrain, Acadia or Envoy, that has been registered and insured in Canada in the customer’s name for the previous consecutive six months, will receive a $1,000 Holiday Bonus Owner credit towards the lease, purchase or finance of an eligible new 2014 Chevrolet Trax, Equinox or Traverse delivered during the program period.  Only one (1) credit 
may be applied per eligible vehicle sale. Offer is transferable to a family member living in the same household (proof of address required). This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives available on GM vehicles. The $1,000 credit includes HST/GST/QST/PST as applicable by province. As part of the transaction, dealer will request current vehicle registration and/or insurance to prove ownership for the 
previous consecutive six months. GMCL reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. Void where prohibited by law. Additional conditions and limitations apply. See your GM dealer for details. ¥¥Offer only valid from December 10, 2013 – January 2, 2013 (the “Program Period”) to retail customers resident in Canada who own or are currently leasing (during the Program Period) a GM or competitor pickup 
truck to receive a $1,000 credit towards the purchase, finance or lease of an eligible new 2014 Model Year Chevrolet Silverado Light Duty, Silverado Heavy Duty, Sierra Light Duty, Sierra Heavy Duty, or Avalanche. Only one (1) credit may be applied per eligible vehicle sale. Offer is transferable to a family member living in the same household (proof of address required). This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer 
incentives available on GM vehicles. The $1,000 credit includes HST/GST/QST/PST as applicable by province. As part of the transaction, dealer will request current vehicle registration and/or insurance to prove ownership. GMCL reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. Void where prohibited by law. Additional conditions and limitations apply. See your GM dealer for details. ‡Offer valid from December 
10, 2013 to January 2, 2014 (the “Program Period”) to retail customers resident in Canada who take delivery of an eligible vehicle during the Program Period. Credit is a manufacturer to consumer incentive (tax inclusive) and credit value depends on model purchased or leased: $500 Boxing Day Bonus credit valid on 2014 model year Chevrolet/Buick/GMC/Cadillac cars and crossovers; $1,000 Boxing Day Bonus credit valid on 2014 model year Chevrolet Silverado 
or GMC Sierra; $1,500 Boxing Day Bonus credit valid any 2013 model year Chevrolet/Buick/GMC/Cadillac vehicle. All products are subject to availability. This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. GMCL reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. Additional limitations and conditions apply. See your GM dealer for details.

HURRY,  OFFERS END JANUARY 2 ND.
ONTARIOCHEVROLETDEALERS.COM160,000-KM/5-YEAR

Whichever comes first. See dealer for limited warranty details.

TO GUARANTEE OUR 
QUALITY, WE BACK IT

POWERTRAIN 
WARRANTY

NEW!     $1,000
BOXING WEEK BONUS‡

NEW!     NEW!     UP
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UP TO $500
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Agnes Jamieson Gallery
A Diff erent Way

 Saturday, January 11 at 1:00 pm  
Please join us for the 

Opening Recepti on and Curator’s Talk

January 7 to March 1, 2014
“A Diff erent Way” is an exhibiti on highlighti ng the beauty 
of hooked rugs and how it is a diff erent way, arti sti cally, to 

portray Canadian landscape. The exhibiti on also examines how 
economics aff ect our choices and abiliti es in beauti fying our 

surroundings. 
To help illustrate this point, “A Diff erent Way” will include 
a selecti on of rugs from The Texti le Museum of Canada, 

Susan Murray’s private collecti on, the Minden Hills Museum 
collecti on and selected rugs from Ontario and Minden Rug 

Hooking Guilds.
     

Waste-not, Want-not Symposium
February 7 to 8, 2014   

This symposium will involve a series of documentaries on 
ways to live with less. This will include informati on on Tiny 

Homes phenomena, how to live without money, how to live 
off  your land, ‘the urban farm’ and how to live self-suffi  ciently. 

Workshops and talks will also be scheduled. Follow the 
Cultural Centre website: www.mindenculturalcentre.com for 

exact ti mes of events.

ART’n Around - Aft er School Program 
every Tuesday from 3:30 pm to 5:00 pm

Common Room
For students wanti ng to improve their art skill, try a wide 
variety of art materials and gain some knowledge of art 

history, Recommended for 8+.  Instructed by Sarah Jowett 
(Student from A.S.E.S. Meet in the school foyer to be walked 

over by instructor.  Parent note required).
FEE: January - March 2014 $20pp includes supplies.

If you are interested please contact the Agnes Jamieson 
Gallery 705-286-3763.

Minden Hills Cultural Centre Membership
Advantages:

•  FREE entrance to the Agnes Jamieson Gallery, Minden 
Hills Museum and Nature’s Place 12 exhibiti ons 

•  Reciprocal admission to other public art galleries in 
Ontario – this means FREE entry to exhibiti ons 

•  Advance noti ce of and registrati on for events and 
workshops with quarterly newslett er and e-blasts

•  Opportunity to parti cipate in the annual Member’s Show 
at the Agnes Jamieson Gallery

•  Discounts on events and workshops as designated

Individual Membership $25, Family/Dual Membership $35
Friend Membership $100

Membership is a great way to get involved in the wonderful 
world of art, heritage, literature and natural heritage at the 

Minden Hills Cultural Centre. 
Membership also helps to support our community 

programming and contributes to Minden’s cultural and 
economic vitality. 

To become a member, visit the Agnes Jamieson Gallery, the 
website at www.mindenculturalcentre.com or call 705-286-

3763 for a 2014 Membership Form.
A great gift  idea!

MINDEN HILLS CULTURAL CENTRE
Agnes Jamieson Gallery ~ Minden Hills Museum 

& Pioneer Village ~ Nature’s Place
705-286-3763  ·  176 Bobcaygeon Road

www.mindenculturalcentre.com

7 Milne Street, PO Box 359
Minden ON K0M 2K0

Telephone: 705-286-1260 
Fax: 705-286-4917  www.mindenhills.ca

INFORMATION 
PAGE

In case of emergency please Dial 9-1-1. For all other municipal emergencies please call 1-866-856-3247

Meetings and Events
December 31 

5:30-8:30 pm, Family Fun New Year’s Eve, 
S.G. Nesbitt Memorial Arena. 

Call 705-286-2298 for more information

January 2
8:30 am, Administration Building, OPEN

8:30 am, Nomination period begins for the 
2014 Municipal Election, Clerk’s Offi ce, 

administration building

January 9 
7:00 pm, Lochlin Community Centre Advisory 

Committee meeting, Lochlin Community Centre

January 16 
9:00 am, Budget Standing Committee meeting, 

Minden Council Chambers

See pages 10 & 14 for an additional ads

Holiday Hours of Operation
Administration Building and 

Roads Department Satellite Offi ce

Open Dec 24 - 8:30am to 11:30am
Closed Dec 25 to Jan 1st

Open Jan 2 - 8:30am to 4:30pm

Cultural Centre
CLOSED Dec 23 to Jan 6

OPEN Jan 7 - 10:00 am

Landfi ll Sites & Transfer Stations
Will be CLOSED Christmas Day & New Year’s Day

Regular winter dates and 
times will apply otherwise

Overnight Parking
Reminder to avoid having your vehicle towed and/

or ticketed. Pursuant to Parking By-Law 09-01,
Overnight Parking is prohibited from 
November 1 to April 30 of each year.

Any vehicle parked on Township maintained 
roadways that prohibit the removal of snow will be 

towed away and/or ticketed. 

Winter Sand
Will be available at the S.G. Nesbitt Memorial 

Arena parking lot for residential use. 
Please note this is for Individual Use Only – 

No Commercial Users Please

Holiday Public Skating 
Schedule for 2013

Minden Arena - 55 Parkside Street, Minden

Sun Dec 22           12:00pm – 2:00pm
Sponsored by: Township of Minden Hills
Mon Dec 23 1:00pm - 2:00pm
Sponsored by: Tim Hortons

December 25 CLOSED

December 26 CLOSED

Fri Dec 27 12:00pm -2:00pm
Sponsored by: Tim Hortons

Fri Dec 27 2:00pm -4:00pm
Sponsored by: The Cott age Angels

Sat Dec 28 12:00pm – 2:00pm
Sponsored by: Karen Nimigon, Century 21 Brokerage

Sun Dec 29 12:00pm – 2:00pm
 Sponsored by: Tim Hortons 

Tue Dec 31 (New Year Eve) 5:30pm – 8:30pm 
Sponsored by: The Township of Minden Hills

Wed Jan 1 CLOSED

Sun Jan 5 12:00pm – 2:00pm
Sponsored by: Township of Minden Hills

Please call 705-286-1936 for updates to the schedule 

 

When:     Tuesday December 31st  5:30-8:30pm 

Where:    The SG Nesbitt Arena 
What to expect:   

5:30-8:30: Skating, Tobogganing, Hot Chocolate,  
6:30-7:15 and 7:45-8:30: Sensory Night Walks (with activities)  

All for FREE!                  
 
 
 
 

Please note: Skates and toboggans not provided 

The Township of Minden Hills is 
hosting a  

Family Fun New Years Eve” 

For more information please contact Elisha at 286-2298. Save the date!
It is getting to be that time of year again where the 

Township of Minden Hills hosts 
their annual Winterfest! 

This year the event will take place on Sunday 
February 16th and Monday February 17th. 

Stay tuned for more event details.
We are always looking for volunteers 

so if you are interested, please contact 
Elisha Weiss at 286-2298.

          2014 
 

Save the date! 
It is getting to be that time of year again where the Township of Minden Hills hosts their annual Winterfest! This year 
the event will take place on Sunday February 16th and Monday February 17th. Stay tuned for more event details. 

We are always looking for volunteers so if you are interested, please contact Elisha Weiss at 286-2298. 

          2014 
 

Save the date! 
It is getting to be that time of year again where the Township of Minden Hills hosts their annual Winterfest! This year 
the event will take place on Sunday February 16th and Monday February 17th. Stay tuned for more event details. 

We are always looking for volunteers so if you are interested, please contact Elisha Weiss at 286-2298. 
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Highlander life

honda.ca/bringit

starting from
For a limited time,

Plus freight and PDI

$699Show Winter Who’s Boss

Minden Hills Rent-All
Corner of Hwy 35 & Water Street

705-286-3047
www.mindenhillsrentall.com

•  WE SERVICE SMALL ENGINES  •

Haliburton 41 Maple Ave.,
Haliburton

705-455-9530

www.hjwab.com

Haliburton Just Wine and Beer is 
pleased to announce that Mat McTrash 

has graduated with first class 
honours from Brock University with 

Oneology and Viticulture.

By Lisa Harrison
contributing writer

Napier Simpson is carving out a piece of 
history on his Algonquin Highlands farm, 
cutting back into forest to reclaim what 
pioneers first cleared over 100 years ago. 

That decision has been driven by his vision 
for his future, which in turn has given him a 
vision for the county’s future.

Simpson and his wife, Nancy, recently 
received county permission to clear 12 acres, 
returning it to the pastureland cleared by the 
original owner, John Billing.

Billing was a master stonemason, perhaps 
best known for constructing the beautiful St. 
Peter’s Anglican Church in Maple Lake in 
1905. Simpson says when Billing received his 
official land grant of 100 acres of property, 
settlers were required to clear a certain 
number of acres to “improve” the land. Billing 
later acquired another 100 acres and improved 
that. The stonemason built his house and 
numerous outbuildings and walls using stone 
pulled from the typically stony county soil.

Simpson’s family is only the second to own 
the property. His father, B. Napier Simpson, 
was a restoration architect with a strong 
affinity for heritage conservation.  Among 
his creations are Black Creek Pioneer Village 
near Toronto and Century Village near 
Peterborough. After visiting a friend at his 
cottage for several years and falling in love 
with the nearby Billing property, Simpson Sr. 

bought it in 1954 and restored it, installing 
electricity and clearing back the overgrowth 
on the road and the fields.

Simpson Sr. died in 1978, aged 53, and 
was buried at St. Peter’s. A plaque at the 
site honours his devotion to raising public 
awareness of the importance of heritage 
conservation. He also passed that awareness 
to his son, who took over the property from 
the family in 1989.

“It was just a natural progression,” says 
Simpson. “We have a real connection with the 
community. I’ve spent all my life up there... 
I love Haliburton, I love the area, I love our 
little piece of it.”

The Simpsons plan to raise Highland cattle, 
a “very determined little lot” that originated 
in the severe climates of Scotland’s Highlands 
and west coast islands and were first imported 
to Canada in the 1880s.

The plan is to “recreate this little bit 
of history that has been lost... actually 
everywhere in Haliburton,” says Simpson. 
“The trees of course in southern Ontario 
are the rarity. In northern Ontario, fields are 
the rarity, and those open spaces are kind of 
nice as a contrast to the trees and bush and 
swamp.”

“We’re headed to create a little bit of 
personality up at the house again and have 
some character by restoring these fields and 
somewhat honouring the pioneer days.” 

Coincidentally, the Simpsons developed a 
forestry management plan two years ago with 

a forestry consultant who had worked for the 
Ministry of Natural Resources. 

“It essentially lays out... for the next 10 years 
what you should do, what you shouldn’t do.”

Simpson will retire in a few years and looks 
forward to adding more farming practices, 
perhaps building a greenhouse to capture the 
winter sun for an early start on produce. He 
has already read many books about farming 
and is enthusiastic about topics such as animal 
relationships that can be tapped to streamline 
and improve practices and results. 

He foresees living in part off the produce 
of his land and looks ahead to food 
production as a way in which the county can 
augment tourism as a source of income and 
sustainability.

“Algonquin Highlands and Minden Hills are 
real pockets of farming trying to carry on,” 
says Simpson, adding that although many of 
the farmers are older now, there are groups 
such as Abbey Gardens becoming involved. 
The idea of a farmers’ market in Carnarvon 
might have been “laughable” 20 years ago 
but it does well with local produce including 
honey and lamb. Simpson suggests that there 
is yet an opportunity for local farming to 
develop and not only supply cottagers, but 
also ship to the city.

“Haliburton will never be a major bread 
basket but it sure can be a lot more in farming 
and I think we need to recognize that we 
are in an area where farming should be 
respected.”

Pioneering the future Kittens seek homes
By Matthew desrosiers
editor

Four cats have beaten the odds and are 
looking for homes this holiday season.

Last summer, staff at Apsley Veterinary 
Services returned from lunch to find a box 
dumped by the back door of the clinic. 
Inside was found a male cat, who they 
later named Raj, with four kittens. Staff 
suspected Raj to be the father of the kittens.

According to veterinarian Dr. Kim Facey, 
the cats were in very bad shape.

“[They] were emaciated [and] loaded with 
fleas and worms,” she said. “We got them 
healthy and neutered and vaccinated them.”

Known as ‘Kitty Bang Theory’, staff 
named all the cats after characters in 
popular television sitcom The Big Bang 
Theory. The female is Penny, and her 
brothers are Leonard, Howard, and 
Sheldon. Facey said the kittens were likely 
born in May, and Raj is about a year old.

Penny has since been adopted, but Raj 
and the other three male kittens remain 
at the clinic. Facey said they are actively 
looking for homes for the cats, having put 
them up on the clinic’s Facebook page and 
in local newspapers. 

The cats are free to a good home with a 
veterinary reference. The clinic will also 
accept donations to its spay and neuter 
fund.

For more information on the cats, or 
to ask about adoption, contact Apsley 
Veterinary Services at 705-656-2838.
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By Mark Arike
staff

My morning got off to an early start – with 
a shovel in one hand and a bucket in the 
other.

“So you want to be a dog sled guide?” 
Elke Schleifenbaum asked me. “Now 
you’re part of the team.”

Ah, so this is why I had to wear clothes 
that I didn’t mind getting smelly or dirty.

From that very moment on, I had a 
feeling I was in store for a host of other 
surprises and thrills at the Haliburton 
Forest & Wild Life Reserve.

On Saturday, Dec. 14, I signed up to get 
a taste of what it’s like to be a part of this 
hardworking team. My full-day experience 
began at 8 a.m. when the temperature was 
at a balmy minus 24 degrees Celsius. To 

arrive on time, this meant a 6:30 a.m. wake-
up call – and that in itself is a considerable 
challenge for this Highlander.

But with a tall double double in my travel 
mug, I set out for a once-in-a-lifetime 
adventure.

Located approximately 30 kilometres 
from Haliburton, the Haliburton Forest 
is home to 80,000 acres of land, more 
than 50 lakes and hundreds of wetlands. 
It offers a wide selection of year-round 
activities and educational programs for 
those of all ages and interests.

So of all the things to do, why did I 
choose dog sledding? First off, I’ve 
always been a thrill-seeker. An adrenaline 
junky like me anticipates the unknown, 
especially when it involves speed and the 
outdoors. And although I’ve never owned 
a husky, I find myself drawn to their 

friendly and gentle temperament, as well 
as their pure, unadulterated power.

When I showed up to the kennels at the 
Haliburton Forest, I was greeted by 150 
Siberian huskies – all of whom had their 
own names. The females were separated 
from the males to prevent unwanted 
breeding.

After entering their domain and being 
surround by dozens of males ranging in 
age from five months to a few years old, it 
was time to get down to business. Picking 
up dog scat isn’t the most glamorous job 
in the world, but as Elke points out, caring 
for these incredible creatures is just as 
important as training them. It is, after all, a 
year-round job.

Although the odd scrap broke out 
with a couple of dogs, at no point did I 
feel threatened by their presence. Staff 
managed to quickly break up a dispute by 
raising their voices and running towards 
the dogs with their collection bucket in 
hand. Elke informed me that the dogs 
aren’t physically harmed by staff; if 
someone is caught 
breaking the rules they 
will be disciplined.

It’s necessary to 
pick up after the dogs 
before they have a 
chance to consume 
their feces. This is an 
unhealthy habit, and 
one that is, well, quite 
disgusting. Every so often we came across 
blood spots in the animals’ feces. These 
are separated from the rest of the pile and 
later examined for parasites.

Many know Elke as the wife of Peter 
Schleifenbaum, owner and manager 
of the Haliburton Forest, but she more 
than carries her own weight. Elke has 
many duties and responsibilities at this 
four-season destination, one of which is 
overseeing the dog sledding operation. The 
team working with her consists of about a 
dozen dog sled guides.

Throughout the day, I witnessed several 
members of this team in action. I met 
them as we prepared to head out on a 
16-kilometre training run along Dog’s Ear 
Trail. They did everything, from putting 
the dogs in their harnesses to getting them 
hooked up to the sled lines.

While they did the important work, I 
received an introductory lesson courtesy 
of Elke. Up until this point, I assumed I 
would be riding in a seated position in 
the basket. Well, I learned that a stand-up, 
double sled would offer a more controlled, 
enjoyable experience for a beginner like 
me. 

Following this very thorough overview, 
it was time for the moment I had been 
waiting for. I was told to stand at the front 
of the sled, while dog sled guide Cameron 
Ferguson joined me at the back. With the 
dogs chomping at the bit, eager to go, I 
firmly gripped the handle in front of me 
and placed my entire body weight on the 
brake. 

The moment I was instructed to lift one 
foot off the brake and place it on a runner, 
we were off.

 It felt as if the eight huskies had 
been waiting a lifetime to release their 
boundless energy on the snow-covered 
trail. This burst out of the gate had me 
second-guessing my decision to suit up 
for a ride. But just as soon as my heart 
rate began to increase, the team slowed 
down to a cruising speed of about 20 
kilometres per hour. At every uphill climb, 
our travelling speed was cut in half if not 
more. Oftentimes the musher assists the 
dogs by sweeping one foot along the snow 
and reducing the amount of weight on the 
sled.

Although he shouted commands to 
the team and handled a majority of the 
breaking, I did help negotiate some of the 
turns by leaning to the right or left. I also 
focused my energy on dodging the odd 
tree branch and keeping my face free of 
frozen nasal mucus (remember, this was 
one of the coldest days to date!).

By the end of the 
one-hour ride, I was 
comfortable with the 
entire experience. I 
overcame my fear 
of falling and the 
possibility of careening 
into a tree. The dogs 
listened to their guide 
and stayed on course. 

Their commitment to getting us from point 
A to B safely was evident.

Later that afternoon, I went out for a 
second ride – this time joining a couple 
from Aurora for an eight kilometre 
introductory tour.

“This was our first time,” said Klajdi 
Kondi, still beaming from the experience. 

“I really enjoyed it,” said Kondi’s wife 
Tammy Allen. “It was different than what 
I thought it was going to be, but it was a 
really pleasurable experience.”

Allen and Kondi found out about the 
dog sledding opportunity through a 
Google search. It was their first time at the 
Haliburton Forest.

Cameron asked the visitors if they were 
interested in meeting the dogs, and the 
answer was a resounding yes.

“They’re beautiful dogs,” commented 
Allen.

So what does it take to be a great dog 
sled guide? 

Cameron is the longest-serving member 
with six years behind him.

In his opinion, patience is a virtue.
“You have to be patient when working 

with that many dogs,” said Cameron. 
“You’ve also got to be patient with the 
clients.” 

Being able to brave the elements and 
communicate effectively are two other 
important factors, he added. 

“It’s certainly a fast-paced environment. 
That’s quite the key.”

For more information or to make a 
reservation call 705-754-2198.

Highlander news

NOTICE OF THE PASSING OF A ZONING BY-LAW 
AMENDMENT 

 Application RZ 13-11, Part of Lot 29, Concession 14, 
geographic Township of Snowdon

 By-law – 13-56

TAKE NOTICE that the Corporation of the Township of Minden Hills passed 
By-law No. 13-56 on the 12th day of December, 2013 under Section 34 of the 
Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990. By-law No. 13-56 amends Schedule “16” of Zoning 
By-law 06-10, as amended, as it pertains to those lands described above, by 
rezoning the lands from the Rural (RU) Zone to the Rural Residential Exception 
Nine (RR-9) Zone to zone the property appropriately for its use, to recognize a 
non-complying structure, and to restrict development adjacent to a wetland. This 
By-law will conform to the Township of Minden Hills Offi cial Plan. The complete 
by-law is available for inspection in my offi ce during regular offi ce hours.

AND TAKE NOTICE that the property subject to Application RZ 13-11 is also the 
subject of Application for Consent H-026/2013. 

AND TAKE NOTICE any person or agency may appeal a by-law to the Ontario 
Municipal Board by fi ling with the Clerk of the Corporation of the Township of 
Minden Hills not later than the 15th day of January, 2014, a Notice of Appeal 
setting out the objection to the by-law and the reasons in support of the objection, 
accompanied by a fee of $125.00, made payable to the Minister of Finance, as 
prescribed under the Ontario Municipal Board Act.

DATED at the Township of Minden this 26th day of December, 2013.
Adam King, M.R.M
Planning Administrator

NOTE: Only individuals, corporations and public bodies may appeal a Zoning 
By-law to the Ontario Municipal Board. A Notice of Appeal may not be fi led by an 
unincorporated association 
or group. However, a Notice 
of Appeal may be fi led in the 
name of an individual who is 
a member of the association 
or the group on its behalf. No 
person or public body shall 
be added as a party to the 
hearing of the appeal unless, 
before the by-law was 
passed, the person or public 
body made oral submissions 
at a public meeting or written 
submissions to Council, or 
in the opinion of the Ontario 
Municipal Board, there are 
reasonable grounds to add 
the person or public body as 
a party.

Gentle power: a day of 

You have to be patient 
when working with that 
many dogs.

Cameron Ferguson
Dog sled guide
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thrills as a dog sled guide

Photos by Mark Arike
Top: Two Siberian huskies eagerly await their turn to go out for dog sled run. Above: Neil 
Emery puts harnesses on dogs. 
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Shop local

A  P l a c e  t o  B u i l d  M e m o r i e s
Your Lot, Your Dream Custom Built Home or Cottage

3kms south of Minden on Hwy 35
705-286-6992       1-888-717-4923

www.RoyalHomesMinden.on.ca

HEATING & COOLING
16455 Hwy 35, Algonquin Highlands K0M 1J1

phone (705) 489-2004 fax 489-4043
SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION 

OF OIL, PROPANE, ELECTRIC & 
COMBINATION FURNACES, AIR 
CONDITIONING, HEAT PUMPS 
HRVS, CHIMNEYS, RADIANT 
FLOORS & WATER HEATERS

Homebuilders and 
Trades Association

DON BARKER

WEST GUILFORD TOWING
705-754-3780

KAWARTHA BATTERY
Sales & Service

1-800-954-9998
705-741-6097  •  Fax: 705-741-4599

671 Erskine Ave., #201, Peterborough, ON  K9J 7S8

Auto - Truck - Farm - Commercial
Propane - Gas & Diesel Generators

We also buy scrap batteries

KAWARTHA 

BATTERY SALES 

SERVICES

Norm Barry 
Cottage Check & Maintenance

Property Maintenance • Security Checks

“Relax at your Cottage ~ Let us do the work”

Weekly / Bi-weekly Surveillance of: 
Heating • Plumbing • Grounds Inspection • Snow Removal

NORM BARRY 705-754-1078 • Cell 705-457-0153
info@normbarry.com

Paint DesignKashaga Custom Paint & 
Wood Finishing
NOW Scheduling

Interior Winter Work
“When Quality & Experience Count...”
info@kashagapaint.com • www.kashagapaint.com

705-457-9689

  johnefrancisfuels@hotmail.com
johnefrancisfuels@hotmail.com

705-286-2738

advertorial

Call us, we’ll answer.
1-800-250-7517

info@kernohan.net

› Forestry
› Landscaping
› Materials &
  Aggregates

›  Ready-mix 
Concrete

› Construction

For all your outdoor needs 

COMMITTED TO HELPING THE COMMUNITY 

WILBERFORCE DENTAL CLINIC 

PHARMACY 
& DENTAL 

CLINIC  

ACCEPTING 
NEW 

PATIENTS 

CALL TODAY 705-448-1118 
2165 Loop Road 
Wilberforce, Ontario 
K0L 3C0 
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Tim Kegel

Bus: 705-341-9170
Fax: 705-489-4522
E-mail: timkegel@hotmail.com

- Geothermal systems
- Furnaces
- Fireplaces
- Hot water tanks
- Air Conditioning 
- HRV’s 
- Radiant fl oor heating
- Chimneys
- Ductwork
- Radiant tube heaters
- Gas Lighting
- Boilers 
- AND MORE

The Highlander believes 
in shopping local.

That’s why we’ve given you, our local 
business owners, this dedicated page 
in our newspaper. It’s purpose is to 
give local retailers, contractors, real 

estate agents – any locally-owned and 
operated business in the Highlands – a 

direct line to potential clients.
Our readers, located in every corner of 
Haliburton County and beyond, know 
to look for this page when they pick 
up the Highlander. That means your 
ad is easy to find and easy to read.
Your ad will be shown on this page 

for 15 weeks. Businesses cycle 
around the page every week, and each 
participant gets one advertorial in this 

centre space.
Use your advertorial to tell your story. 
It’s an opportunity to boast about your 
great customer service, top-of-the-line 
products and services, and to tell our 
readers about the rich history in your 

company.
If your business is locally-owned and 

operated, this page is what you’re 
looking for. Put your advertising 
dollars to good use. Contact Walt 
Griffin today at 705-457-2900.
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By Lisa Harrison
contributing writer

Imagine it’s 45 degrees below zero, snowing 
and windy. You’re an artist trying to sketch 
a scene along the Oxtongue River near 
Algonquin Park and survive the experience.

Now picture doing that 100 years ago 
and you have some idea of what Tom 
Thomson and various Group of Seven 
artists experienced when creating dozens of 
works around Oxtongue Lake and across 
Haliburton County.

Retired CBC photojournalist and 
documentary producer Bob Hilscher has 
worked solo all over 
the world, including the 
Arctic, and yet: “I’ve 
been in 45-below [zero] 
weather trying to figure 
out to keep modern 
camera batteries still 
working and I can’t 
imagine going out...with 
a pencil and piece of 
paper and trying to get 
[the picture].”

Hilscher is originally 
from British Columbia, 
but his parents 
purchased and moved 
to Lakewoods Resort 
in Oxtongue Lake in 
the 1970s. It was there he eventually met and 
married Jean Bowen of the Bowen logging 
family. 

“This whole area is in our blood,” says 
Hilscher. 

But it was only three years ago that he 
learned several Group of Seven artists and 
Thomson had developed ties to the area 
long before. Reading a small advertisement 
about an A.J. Casson painting for sale, he 
was “shocked” to learn the work had been 
done at Oxtongue Lake, and later even more 
shocked to learn about area works by the 
other artists.

The more he searched, the more he found. 
So began a labour of love on a documentary 
filmed in high definition that Hilscher 
expects will be complete this time next year. 

Thomson and the Group of Seven 
essentially introduced Canadian landscapes 
to the art world. Some of their most famous 
works, including A.Y. Jackson’s The Red 
Maple and Tom Thomson’s Northern River, 

were painted in the Oxtongue Lake region. 
According to Hilscher, artists have been 
drawn for years by the quality of light and 
mood that can only be found in this county.

A.J. Casson, a later member of the Group, 
often stayed at the Blue Spruce Resort in 
Oxtongue Lake. Joan and Jack Hayden 
owned the resort, and Joan is one of the 
contributors to the documentary. Local artist 
Janine Marsden is another. Hilscher says 
Casson painted on her father’s property and 
after observing Casson at work Marsden 
never looked back. Author, artist and curator 
Joan Murray, who has written more than 
20 books on Canadian art and is a leading 

expert on Thomson and 
the Group of Seven, 
was also interviewed. 

The documentary 
production has been 
funded by Hilscher and 
he says he plans to give 
the Oxtongue Lake Arts 
Group the books and 
other research materials 
he has gathered once 
they can be properly 
preserved. In his 
research and his quest 
to secure the rights to 
film the various works, 
Hilscher has been in 
contact with numerous 

public and private galleries nationally and 
has already received requests for screenings 
of the film. 

Hilscher says his prime reason for creating 
the documentary is to encourage people, 
particularly young people, to get outdoors. 
He and Jean and their three children have 
been active all their lives, and he’s watching 
younger generations become increasingly 
inactive and unhealthy while use of parks 
and green spaces declines. 

One way to get active is to experience this 
area as these artists did. 

“Joan [Murray] will tell you,” says 
Hilscher. “[She says] ‘I’ve spent time...on 
Canoe Lake. I know what it smells like. I 
know what it looks like. I know what it’s like 
when it rains and I know everything that’s 
captured in the work. I’ve experienced it. I 
know what it feels like.’”

“It’s still there,” says Hilscher. “Will it be 
like that 100 years from today?”

Following the Group of Seven

Photo submitted by Bob Hilscher
Photojournalist and documentary 
producer Bob Hilscher and his wife 
Jean.

Celebrating 60 Years
Floyd Hall Limited has been serving the Insurance needs of 
Haliburton County through 3 generations and the last 60 years.  
We continue to strive on the foundations my Grandfather and 
Father put into place many years ago, and that is excellent customer 
service and a strong commitment to our community.  – Glenn Hall

Glenn Hall, President
Floyd Hall Limited

See Floyd Hall Limited For All Of Your Insurance Needs!
•  Personal and Commercial Auto  •  Homeowners Insurance  •  Tenants Insurance 

•  Commercial Risks  •  Contractor Packages  •  Farm Insurance  •  Watercraft

•  Seasonal Homes and Cottages Including Rentals  

1953 – 2013

Please Call or Visit us at either our Minden or Haliburton offices
floydhallinsurance.com

12585 Highway #35  
Minden • 705-286-1270

173A Highland Street
Haliburton • 705-457-1732
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Celebrating 
60 Years

See Floyd Hall Limited for all of your insurance needs!

Floyd Hall Limited has been serving 
the insurance needs of Haliburton 
County through three generations 
and the last 60 years. We continue 
to strive on the foundations my 
grandfather and father put into place 
many years ago, and that is excellent 
customer service and a strong 
commitment to our community. 

- Glenn Hall, President 
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NOTICE OF THE PASSING OF A ZONING BY-LAW AMENDMENT 
 Application RZ 13-02, By-law – 13-65

TAKE NOTICE that the Corporation of the Township of Minden Hills passed By-law No. 13-65 
on the 12th day of December, 2013 under Section 34 of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990. By-
law No. 13-65 amends Section 4.9 of the Township’s current Zoning By-law, which prohibits 
new development on private roads unless the lands are located in the Shoreline Residential 
(SR) Zone. The purpose of By-law 13-65 is to amend Section 4.9 so that existing vacant lots 
in non-Shoreline Residential Zones are entitled to a building permit provided such lots have 
frontage on an existing, confi rmed private road identifi ed in the Township’s Offi cial Plan (OPA 
9). On this basis, the amendment is accompanied with a map identifying the location of existing 
private roads, seasonally maintained roads and un-assumed roads in the Township. This By-law 
will conform to the Township of Minden Hills Offi cial Plan. The complete by-law is available for 
inspection in my offi ce during regular offi ce hours.

AND TAKE NOTICE any person or agency may appeal a by-law to the Ontario Municipal Board 
by fi ling with the Clerk of the Corporation of the Township of Minden Hills not later than the 15th 
day of January, 2014, a Notice of Appeal setting out the objection to the by-law and the reasons 
in support of the objection, accompanied by a fee of $125.00, made payable to the Minister of 
Finance, as prescribed under the Ontario Municipal Board Act.

DATED at the Township of Minden this 26th day of December, 2013.
Adam King, M.R.M
Planning Administrator

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The proposed amendment applies to the entire Township and therefore a key map has not 
been appended to this notice. However, the proposed zoning by-law amendment and the 
related Schedule (map) identifying the location of private roads is available for review at the 
Township offi ce. 

Only individuals, corporations and public bodies may appeal a Zoning By-law to the Ontario 
Municipal Board. A Notice of Appeal may not be fi led by an unincorporated association or group. 
However, a Notice of Appeal may be fi led in the name of an individual who is a member of the 
association or the group on its behalf. No person or public body shall be added as a party to the 
hearing of the appeal unless, before the by-law was passed, the person or public body made oral 
submissions at a public meeting or written submissions to Council, or in the opinion of the Ontario 
Municipal Board, there are reasonable grounds to add the person or public body as a party.

NOTICE OF THE PASSING OF A ZONING BY-LAW 
AMENDMENT 

 Application RZ 13-09, Part of Lot 1, 
Concession 4, geographic Township of Anson

 By-law – 13-55

TAKE NOTICE that the Corporation of the Township of Minden Hills passed 
By-law No. 13-55 on the 12th day of December, 2013 under Section 34 of the 
Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990. By-law No. 13-55 amends Schedule “10” of Zoning 
By-law 06-10, as amended, as it pertains to those lands described above, by 
rezoning the lands from the Rural (RU) and Rural Residential (RR) Zone to the 
Rural Exception Twenty-One (RU-21) Zone to recognize the subject property’s 
defi cient frontage, and to restrict development adjacent to an Authorized 
Aggregate Site. This By-law will conform to the Township of Minden Hills Offi cial 
Plan. The complete by-law is available for inspection in my offi ce during regular 
offi ce hours.

AND TAKE NOTICE that the property subject to Application RZ 13-09 is also the 
subject of Application for Consent H-034/2013. 

AND TAKE NOTICE that any person or agency may appeal a by-law to the 
Ontario Municipal Board by fi ling with the Clerk of the Corporation of the 
Township of Minden Hills not later than the 15th day of January, 2014, a Notice 
of Appeal setting out the objection to the by-law and the reasons in support of 
the objection, accompanied by a fee of $125.00, made payable to the Minister of 
Finance, as prescribed under the Ontario Municipal Board Act.

DATED at the Township of Minden this 26th day of December, 2013.
Adam King, M.R.M
Planning Administrator

NOTE: Only individuals, corporations and public bodies may appeal a Zoning 
By-law to the Ontario Municipal Board. A Notice of Appeal may not be fi led by 
an unincorporated association 
or group. However, a Notice 
of Appeal may be fi led in the 
name of an individual who is 
a member of the association 
or the group on its behalf. No 
person or public body shall be 
added as a party to the hearing 
of the appeal unless, before 
the by-law was passed, the 
person or public body made 
oral submissions at a public 
meeting or written submissions 
to Council, or in the opinion of 
the Ontario Municipal Board, 
there are reasonable grounds 
to add the person or public 
body as a party.

NOTIFICATION
Habitat Regulations for Protecting Species at Risk

Ontario is fortunate to have a wide variety of plants and animals. Over 200 of these 
species, however, are currently ‘at risk’. One of the key threats to their survival is 
habitat loss. 

Under the Endangered Species Act, 2007, the Government of Ontario has passed 
habitat regulations for Bogbean Buckmoth, Four-leaved Milkweed, Fowler’s Toad, 
Laura’s Clubtail, Queensnake and Rusty-patched Bumble Bee and an amendment to 
the existing habitat provision for Pale-bellied Frost Lichen. These provisions will help 
protect and recover these plants and animals. The regulations come into force on 
January 1, 2014.

Want to know more about habitat regulations or the Endangered Species Act?

Information on the regulations is available on the Environmental Registry of the 
Environmental Bill of Rights website at ontario.ca/ebr (Registry #011-9021) and on 
the Species at Risk website at ontario.ca/speciesatrisk. 

For alternative formats of this information, please e-mail: sar.habitat@ontario.ca or 
call toll-free at 1-800-667-1940.

Renseignements en français : 1 800 667-1940

BLEED

Haliburton County’s Hot Reads
The following are popular new additions to the 

Haliburton County Public Library’s collection this week.

hcpl’s Top FIcTIoN
1. Dead Man’s Grip by Peter James
2. The Longest Ride by Nicholas Sparks
3. Revenge by Marina Cole

hcpl’s Top NoN-FIcTIoN
1. The Second Chance Dog: a love story by Jon Katz
2. The Girls of Atomic City by Denise Kiernan
3.  Along the Shore: rediscovering Toronto’s waterfront 

heritage by M. Jane Fairburn

hcpl’s Top JUNIoR TITlES
1. Fragments by Dan Wells (YA)
2.  Freaking Out: real-life stories about anxiety by Polly 

Wells (YA)

aUDIo and VIDEo at hcpl
1. Turbo (DVD)
2. Sycamore Row by John Grisham (Book on CD)

library News
Looking for some reading for over the holidays? 
Perhaps a fun DVD for the family to enjoy? The 
Haliburton County Public Library (with the exception 
of the Administrative Centre and Dorset Branch) is 
open from Dec. 27 to 30. Happy Holidays from all of 
us at the Haliburton County Public Library!
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The first edition of ‘The New Voice’ came 
out this week. It’s the bi-monthly (six times a 
year) magazine which features diverse works 
by writers from within Haliburton County and 
outside our borders. 

For years artists have had studio tours, 
galleries and restaurants as means by which to 
exhibit their wares, while our writers, working 
in virtual anonymity, have had nothing similar. 
Now people can read our short stories, poems, 
and memoirs and realize that the writing 
community is every bit as rich as the arts 
community. 

Yes, I know that ostensibly writers are a part 
of the arts community, but they have in fact 
never really felt part of it and have certainly 
never attained the equivalent profile or 
received anywhere near the funding the other 
arts have received.

Yet everybody in the county reads, even 
those people who are constantly glued to their 
electronic palm devices. In fact it would come 
as no surprise to discover that more people 
access our libraries than go to see art. If such 
is indeed the case then ‘The New Voice’ is not 
only long overdue but also, suddenly, a vital 
part of the overall arts scene.

The magazine came about through an idea 
put forward by yours truly at a meeting 
of the Haliburton Highlands Writers and 
Editors Network (HHWEN), an organization 
looking to increase its own profile and that 
of its members, mostly writers. The idea was 
looked upon favourably and a committee 
was subsequently formed. Then a business 
plan was developed around a magazine-style 
publication that would give our writers the 
voice they were previously lacking.

A successful grant application to the Ontario 
Arts Council through the Haliburton County 
Community Co-operative, and a grant 
from the Haliburton County Development 
Corporation set the train in motion. While 
the committee was looking into sustainability 
‘The New Voice’ production team was busy 
working, and after six long months the first 
issue is finally out.

The magazine is not yet a ‘glossy,’ 
nevertheless it’s printed on decent stock which 
has proved a good choice not only for text but 
also for artwork and photography. 

The magazine cover features computer-
generated artwork with brightly coloured 
letters of the alphabet, in fonts of various 
sizes, floating in a blue void. It’s vaguely 
reminiscent of the old Olivetti advertising 

campaigns.  Black 
letters, strategically 
placed among the 
coloured ones spell out ‘The New Voice’. It’s 
a very effective cover for the first issue and 
comes courtesy of Hilda Grunwald, a graphics 
expert, author, and new HHWEN member.

Inside there is an introductory piece from 
the editorial committee which outlines the 
publication’s aims, and with a flip of the 
page you’re into the first writer’s offering, 
a delightful piece from Donna Gagnon 
who writes about her early childhood 
remembrances. Poems from Doug Pugh, John 
Unrau, and Lea Harper nicely fill out a poetry 
section and there are short stories from Jack 
Brezina, Neil Campbell and Kathleen Millard. 
They are all local writers.

There is a ‘Feature’ short story section which 
is to be given in each issue to an established 
author. The inaugural Feature is called ‘Bye 
and Bye’ written by Robert Rotenberg, a well-
known writer and Haliburton cottager who 
wrote his piece specifically for the magazine. 
The story is about a wounded soldier 
somewhere in the Middle East (the exact 
location is never specified) who was told by 
his superior that help would be coming bye 
and bye. As the abandoned soldier drifts in 
and out of consciousness he relives his life 
through flashbacks until that fateful coming 
of what he thinks are his rescuers. The ending 
is a total surprise and the writing is succinctly 
exquisite.

The first edition of ‘The New Voice’ is 
80 pages long, and the advertising is nicely 
distributed so as not to interfere with the 
flow of words and accompanying images; 
but of course there is room for improvement. 
However if, as I predict, the magazine is 
successful, I have no doubt that future issues 
will be larger.

For now contributing writers are being 
paid a small fee with hopes of an increase 
depending on sales. The price for the 
magazine has been set at $4.50 which I feel 
is reasonable.  A yearly subscription will cost 
$25. Ugh! A foul-smelling lick to my cheek 
has just woken me from a deep slumber. The 
lick was delivered by our Jack Russell terrier. 
Slowly and groggily I come awake to the 
realization that ‘The New Voice’ was only a 
dream. But hey, it’s not a bad idea, and if I 
can change my New Year’s resolution to a 
wish, I wish for the dream to become reality.

Highlander arts

ABBEY GARDENS IS HIRING AN 

EDUCATION COORDINATOR

The Education Coordinator is a part-time position 
funded by a two year Trillium grant. The purpose of 

the position is to develop and enhance the educational 
programming offered at Abbey Gardens.

 For a full job description visit: www.abbeygardens.ca  
or contact Heather Reid at heather@abbeygardens.ca; 

705-754-4769.  

Resumes will be accepted until January 3.

(705) 754-4769 (GROW) • www.abbeygardens.ca
1012 Garden Gate Drive Haliburton, ON K0M 1S0

Abbey Gardens Community Trust is a not for profit, charitable organization

MEETING SPACE AVAILABLE  
AT THE FOOD HUB!

•  Abbey Gardens offers 650 square feet of rentable 
meeting space, in a sustainable building, that offers an 
old fashioned ‘market feel’

•  Great for meetings, special occasions and workshops

•  Catering available

The Food Hub is available to rent January – March 2014

Contact us for rental fees 

and book today by calling 

(705) 754-4769, or you 

can email us directly at 

info@abbeygardens.ca

What’s Up
Writers find their 
voice: sort of

By George Farrell

Up River Trading Co.
106 Bobcaygeon Road, Minden, ON. • 705.286.1015

UP RIVER CAFE 
Featuring BALZAC’S coffee.

UP RIVER GIFTS
Featuring NEW items for the holidays.

Shop local this Christmas at Up River Trading Co. 
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PARALEGAL SERVICES 
–small claims, $25,000. L&T, 
traffic court, title searches. 
John Farr, B.A. (Hons.) LL.B 
– 40 years experience. 705-
645-7638 or johnlakeview1@
hotmail.com. (TFN)

JUST MoVEMENT 
FITNESS - winter 2014 
fitness session, January 6th 
- March 21st. MINDEN & 
HALIBURTON. Zumba, 
yoga, pilates, athletic, boxing, 
bootcamp, strength, core and 
more. Personal training also 
available! Contact Meghan 
Reid 705-455-7270 www.
justmovementfitness.com. 
(JA9)

COMPUTER sales & service. 
Set up, file transfers, software 
installation, virus infections, 
networking, continuous 
backups, emergency service 
available. Call The Computer 
Guy - Dave Spaxman - at 
705-286-0007. WE MAKE 
HOUSE CALLS! (TFN)

STEP IT FITNESS winter 
session - aerobics classes at 
noon, Monday and Thursday. 
Pilates classes at 4:50 p.m. 
Monday and Wednesday. All 
classes begin January 13th 
at St. George’s Anglican 
Church. Certified Instructors. 
Call 705-457-1052 ext. 205 
for info.

TWO-BEDROOM home in 
Carnarvon, $1100 per month 
includes heat, hydro, snow 
plowing & lawn maintenance. 
No smoking, references, 
first and last. Available Jan 
1, call days 705-489-3131 
or evenings 705-754-4534. 
(TFN)

SHOP SPACE OR 
STORAGE, 800 sq ft on 
Industrial Park Rd with 
garage door. $525/month. 
Call John 705-457-0701. 
(DE12)

THREE BEDROOM home, 
edge of Haliburton Village 
$1000/month includes heat 
& hydro. Call John 705-457-
0701. (DE12)

ROOM FOR RENT – shared 
kitchen, living room, 4 
minutes to Minden on Cty Rd 
21. 705-286-6978. (TFN)

ONE BEDROOM 
APARTMENT, woodland 
setting, close to Haliburton 
village. $750/mth, includes 
heat, a/c, hydro, wifi and Bell 
ExpressVU. Non smoking, 
references required, plus first 
& last. Would suit a quiet 
single or couple. 705-455-
9074. (TFN)

CARNARVON, BEECH 
LAKE, 3 bedroom, 
temporary rental January-
May, $800/mth + utilities. 
705-489-1917. (DE26)

3 BEDROOM HOUSE 
in Minden on river. No 
smoking, no pets. Mature 
tenants. $1,100 plus hydro. 
705-286-6979. (DE26)

NEW ONE BEDROOM 
apartment for rent, available 
immediately, 3km from 
Haliburton. $750 inclusive, 
non-smoking, no pets. First 
& last month and references 
required. (TFN)

APARTMENT FOR RENT 
– 2 bedroom, full kitchen. 
Full upstairs of 2 storey 
dwelling. Separate entrance, 
right on Twelve Mile Lake 
at Wedgewood Marina. $750 
inclusive. 647-668-6696. 
(JA16)

SAVE MONEY! Garbage 
removal, free for any 
re-sellable items or make a 
deal to buy furniture, boats, 
etc. One piece or entire 
contents, plus small building 
demolition and take away. 
705-448-3920. (TFN)

NICELY CUT & SPLIT 
FIREWOOD, Dunloe Farms, 
West Guilford. 705-754-3034. 
(DE31)

PORTABLE FISH HUT for 
sale. Light weight, relocatable 
– on skis, SM insulation, 
fiberglass roof covering, 
plywood walls, storage under 
seats, easily heated, reduced 
for quick sale. Call 705-457-
5061. (DE12)

GOOD SUPPLY OF freshly 
packed maple syrup for sale, 
Waverley Brook Farm, Old 
Donald Rd. 705-457-2214. 
(DE26)

SERENDIPITY – 
Specializing in window 
cleaning, general repairs and 
property maintenance, house 
cleaning, painting and much 
more! Licensed, insured, 
member of Haliburton 
Chamber of Commerce. 
Reasonable rates and 
discounts available for seniors 
and nonprofit organizations. 
Call for a quote. 705-934-
0714. (TFN)

DOG GROOMING - 
Bonnie’s Poodles & Doodles 
–  voted groomer, trainer, 
breeder of top dogs in 
Canada by Canadian Kennel 
Club since 1979. Truly a 
master groomer. Just east of 
Stanhope Airport Road, Hwy 
118. 705-754-1477 (TFN)

Highlander classifieds
FOR REnt

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

PEtS

hIGhlaND 
applIaNcES

Home Appliance 
Repairs. All Makes, 

All Models.

705-457-1048
13 Industrial Park Rd.

SERviCES

HELP WAntED

SERviCES

SERviCES SERviCES FOR REnt
STEp oF GRacE

Get into shape, recover 
from injury, get back the 
spring in your step - all at 
your own pace. Join our 
small Fit For You classes 

or pick any of our one-on-
one customized programs. 

Call and book a visit 
705-754-5428.

Discounts 
offered for 
references We offer the best 

services and pricing 
that will fit your budget. 

Call us today for your 
specialized quote! 

You won’t be sorry you did!

completepackagecare@hotmail.ca
www.completepackagecare.com

237 Highland Street, Haliburton
705-457-0616 or 705-457-8475

Call Terry Hobden or 
Carrie Gagliano today

Complete 
Package Care

•	 Snowplowing and 
pathway shoveling

•	 renovations
•	 Cottage Security
•	 Cottage/home 

cleaning

SEW 
BEa IT!

Custom sewing, gift 
creations, consultations, 

alterations/repairs.
Contact Bea

hutch6_47@hotmail.com
705-457-1913

CALL FOR ENTRY
Haliburton Art 
& Cra�  Festival

July 25,26,27
apply online 

www.railsendgallery.com
deadline feb 22, 2014

Job Posting:  Insurance Broker / CSR 
Vasey Insurance Brokers Limited
Established general insurance brokerage is looking for an experienced 
RIBO licensed customer service representative, primarily in personal lines.  
Prior experience is an asset.  Must have the fl exibility to work at two offi ce 
locations.  This is a full time salaried position.
Qualifi cations: 
• RIBO License is required or ability to obtain RIBO
• An understanding of underwriting principles is an asset
• Ability to exercise sound judgment in risk placement
• Previous sales experience preferred
• Highly developed customer service skills
• The successful candidate must possess a strong work ethic requiring 

minimal supervision, good organizational skills and the ability to work 
within a team environment

If interested please send resume and cover letter to:
 Drew Carey 
 By email: dcarey@vaseyinsurance.com
 Drop off: 14 IGA Rd. Heritage Plaza, Minden, ON 

Vasey Insurance Brokers Limited
Minden Offi ce: 705-286-2231
Haliburton Offi ce : 705-457-2300
www.vaseyinsurance.com

ADOPT ME

Haliburton Feed Co.
175 Industrial Rd. 705-457-9775

This 5 month old 
orange boy has been 

here in jail for almost 
3 months. He is playful 

and sweet. Someone 
please spring him.

SIMPLY GOOD 
HOUSEKEEPING – since 
1999 that is simply what I 
do – clean your house so 
you don’t have to.  Serving 
Minden, Haliburton, Bancroft 
areas. Year-round, seasonal, 
weekly, biweekly, monthly 
or as needed. Residential, 
cottage, commercial. Final 
clean upon moving. Cottage 
checks in off-season or 
as needed.  References 
available. 705-448-1178 
dogpawlodge@gmail.com. 
(TFN)

HIGHLAND SERVICES 
HOME MAINTENANCE & 
REPAIR – Painting, interior 
& exterior spraying, staining, 
dry wall, plumbing, cottage 
maintenance, subcontracting, 
driving. Been a busy year, 
bookings available for fall/
winter. Indoor/outdoor 
storage available. Our quality 
and commitment sells itself. 
Haliburton, Minden & 
surrounding areas. Licensed 
tradesman. Call Neil at 705-
854-1505. (TFN)

FROZEN PIPES? Water 
lines, septic lines need 
thawing? Call 705-286-1995. 
(TFN)

SAMONA DRY WALL lift, 
$75. 1989 Skidoo MX long 
track, excellent seat, good 
track, runs well, $575. ’73 
Skidoo hood, skis and engine 
parts, cheap, 705-457-1307. 
(DE26)

32” SAMSUNG FLAT 
SCREEN TV, $50, 705-489-
1109. (DE26)

MATURE ROOMMATE 
WANTED – Laundry 
facilities, satellite tv, lovely 
country setting. Also air nailer 
and freezer for sale. 705-447-
3273. (DE26)

CAREER IN REAL 
ESTATE - Unlimited income 
potential. Flexible hours. 
We will train you to make 
an above-average income in 
this exciting business. Call 
for details. Bowes & Cocks 
Limited, Brokerage. Kate 
Archer, Broker/Career Coach 
Direct Line: (705) 930-4040. 
(TFN)

ALCOHOL PROBLEMS - 
call Alcoholics Anonymous 
- we care. 705-324-9900. 
(TFN)

NARCOTICS 
ANONYMOUS (NA) – 
every Wednesday, 7-8 p.m. 
in the Boardroom at the 
Haliburton Hospital. (TFN)

WAntED

CAREERS

EvEntS
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Highlander events

Puzzle 1 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.56)

5 6 7 3 4 9 8 2 1
8 4 3 1 5 2 6 9 7
9 2 1 6 8 7 3 4 5
7 9 5 8 3 4 2 1 6
4 3 6 2 7 1 5 8 9
1 8 2 5 9 6 7 3 4
3 7 8 9 1 5 4 6 2
6 5 9 4 2 8 1 7 3
2 1 4 7 6 3 9 5 8
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Puzzle 1 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.54)
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Crossword 40079
S A R I A S C O T N O T E
A C E D S H O N E B A R D
N O S E H I B E R N A T E D
T R E A S O N A M A H E Y
A N T L E R A L I M B

W E N T N E L S O N
T S P S E L L A E A V E
A L O T T R A I L S L E W
L U K E R O S S S E N T
C R E A S E E A S T

L I S T S P A M E L A
A G E A P E C A T E R E R
S A L A M A N D E R D O V E
A L M S S E A L S I D E A
P A S S S T Y L E C E E S

9

Haliburton Branch (705-457-2571)
General meeting, 2nd Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Ladies Auxiliary meeting, last Thursday 
of month, 1 p.m.
Meat draw, Friday, 4:30 p.m.
50/50 draw, Saturday, 4 p.m.
Breakfast, 2nd and 4th Sunday, 9:30-1 p.m.
Bid Euchre, Wednesday, 1 p.m.
Bingo, Wednesday, 7 p.m.
Everyone is welcome!

Minden Branch (705-286-4541)
Lunch menu, Monday to Friday, 12-2 p.m.
Cribbage, Saturday, 1-3 p.m.
Seniors “B-d” Euchre, Tuesday, 1 p.m.
Meat Draw, Wednesday, lunchtime
Ladies Darts, Thursday, 1 p.m.
Euchre, Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Fish/Wings & Chips, Friday, 5-7 p.m.
Mixed darts, Friday, 7:30 p.m.
NFL Sports Day, Sunday, 12-5 p.m.

Wilberforce Branch (705-448-2221)
Pool, Friday, 1:30 p.m.
Jam session, Friday, 7 p.m. Everyone 
welcome!
Meat draw, Saturday, 2 p.m.
Bid Euchre, Monday, 7 p.m.
Wednesday - Closed

THURSDAY

WHAT’S GOING ON AT YOUR LOCAL LEGION DECEMBER 26TH - JANUARY 1ST

FRIDAY

SATURDAYFRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

SUNDAY

MONDAY

DECEMBER 2013 & JANUARY 2014 EVENTS CALENDAR

Stanhope Outdoor Ice 
Rink - Stanhope Firefi ghters 
Community Hall - Open until 
Feb. 28

Dorset Outdoor Ice Rink 
- Dorset Ice Palace - Open 
until Feb. 28

Mother Goose - Haliburton 
O.E.Y.C. Halco Plaza, 
10 a.m. - 11 a.m. 

Contemporary music  
service – Haliburton United 
Church, 11:15 a.m.

Stick and Puck - A.J. LaRue 
Arena Haliburton, 
9:30 a.m. - 10:30 p.m.

Public Skating - S.G. Nesbitt 
Arena, Minden, 
12 p.m. - 2p.m.

12

Club 35 Bid Euchure - Club 
35, Algonquin Highlands, 
7 p.m. - 10 p.m. 

31 1
Country Music Jamboree - 
S.G. Nesbitt Arena, 1-5 p.m.

6

Family Tobogganing Day - 
Glebe Park, Haliburton, 
12 p.m - 4 p.m. 

2826

Create your own bird feeder 
- Haliburton Library, 10 a.m. - 
12 p.m.

Public Skating - A.J. LaRue 
Arena - Haliburton, 11 a.m. - 
12:30 p.m.

Club 35 Bid Euchure - Club 
35, Algonquin Highlands, 
7 p.m. - 10 p.m. 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
27

30

3 5

29

Gord Kidd - Haliburton 
Legion, 705-457-2571 for 
details.

4

Become a member of 
the Highlands Festival 
Singers. Tuesday, 
January 7th at 7:30 pm, 
Haliburton United Church. 
Open to singers of all 
ages and abilities. For 
more information contact 
HighlandsFestivalSingers@
gmail.com.

Township of Minden 
Hills Family New 
Year’s Fun - S.G. 
Nesbitt Arena, 
5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

New 
Year’s 
Day

JANUARY 2014

Crossword 40080
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ACROSS
1. Gorge
6. Fling

10. Military supplies
14. Greeting word
15. India's locale
16. Chicken's home
17. Fiery felony
18. Provisional
20. Bird's perch
21. Snaky shapes
22. Misdeed
23. Deli meat
25. Manors
27. Broom's kin
30. Ark skipper
33. Actor ____ Danson
34. Partnerships
37. Lassoed
41. Hollow stalk
42. Amphitheater

44. Raise
45. Australian "bear"
47. Get rid of
49. Finish
51. Recipe verb
52. Compass pt.
53. Naps
57. Roberto's "two"
59. Furthermore
60. Likeness
63. Nautical
67. Pointed out
69. Silly
70. Rocker ____ Young
71. Warble
72. Robins' homes
73. "Star ____"
74. Leg part
75. Welcome

DOWN
1. Burn slightly
2. Champion
3. Plus
4. Splash
5. Idaho's neighbor
6. Dislike strongly
7. Takes advantage of
8. Remove soap
9. Most recent

10. Deed
11. Slightly wet
12. "The Matrix", e.g.
13. Unwraps
19. Daisy's kin
24. Da Vinci's "____ Lisa"
26. Embellish
27. Grade
28. Margarine
29. Petition
31. Farm unit
32. Feet parts
35. Loiters
36. Fit of anger
38. Pod dwellers
39. Snacks
40. Doodled
43. Among
46. Caper
48. Laundry day chore
50. Heavy linen
53. Holy person
54. Not outer
55. Comedian ____ Murphy
56. Glossy fabric
58. More rational
61. Dancer ____ Kelly
62. Cliff's brink
64. Urn
65. Poker word
66. For fear that
68. Kind
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47. Get rid of
49. Finish
51. Recipe verb
52. Compass pt.
53. Naps
57. Roberto's "two"
59. Furthermore
60. Likeness
63. Nautical
67. Pointed out
69. Silly
70. Rocker ____ Young
71. Warble
72. Robins' homes
73. "Star ____"
74. Leg part
75. Welcome

DOWN
1. Burn slightly
2. Champion
3. Plus
4. Splash
5. Idaho's neighbor
6. Dislike strongly
7. Takes advantage of
8. Remove soap
9. Most recent

10. Deed
11. Slightly wet
12. "The Matrix", e.g.
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DOWN
1. Burn slightly
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3. Plus
4. Splash
5. Idaho's neighbor
6. Dislike strongly
7. Takes advantage of
8. Remove soap
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10. Deed
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12. "The Matrix", e.g.
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19. Daisy's kin
24. Da Vinci's "____ Lisa"
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27. Grade
28. Margarine
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31. Farm unit
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35. Loiters
36. Fit of anger
38. Pod dwellers
39. Snacks
40. Doodled
43. Among
46. Caper
48. Laundry day chore
50. Heavy linen
53. Holy person
54. Not outer
55. Comedian ____ Murphy
56. Glossy fabric
58. More rational
61. Dancer ____ Kelly
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The dot 
over the 
letter ‘i’ is 
called a 
tittle.

FUn 
FACt:
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rAdio BiNGo!
this could 
be you! 
Join us Tuesdays at 
6 pm for an hour of 
fun. Cards are just $6 
and can be purchased 
at retail locations across 
Haliburton County 
and Canoe FM.
License #M647517

the voice of the 
haliburton 
highlands

100.9 Canoe FM
www.canoefm.com

Sherry bought her BINGO sheet at Todd’s Independent. Sherry won $500.

$500!

All proceeds are now going toYouth 
Unlimited and Canoe FM.

The Halibvruon Highlands Chamber of Commerce presents: 

Who stands out in your mind as having done an excellent job in 2013? 
Nominate them TODAY for a 2013 Achievement Award!! 

Awards Categories: 

Business Achievement; Customer 
First; Entrepreneur of the Year; 
Innovation & Creativity; New 
Business; Not for Profit of the 
Year; Skilled Trades & Industry; 
Tourism & Hospitality; Highland-
er of the Year 

Nomination forms available from:  
www.haliburtonchamber.com ;  lauren@haliburtonchamber.com;  705 457-4700 

Sponsor Logos: 
Canoe FM; The Highlander; Moose FM; The Echo; The Times; The Benefits Coach; Canadian Tire; Patient News; 
BMO; HCDC; Walker’s Heating & Cooling; Lakeview Motel; County of Haliburton; Maple Moon, Molly’s Bistro 

� e Haliburton Highlands Chamber 
of Commerce presents:

Who stands out in your mind as having 
done an excellent job in 2013?

Nominate them TODAY for a 2013 Achievement Award!!

Awards Categories: Business Achievement; Customer First; 
Entrepreneur of the Year; Innovation & Creativity; New Business; Not 

for Pro� t of the Year; Skilled Trades & Industry; Tourism & Hospitality; 
Highlander of the Year

Nomination forms available from: 
www.haliburtonchamber.com or lauren@haliburtonchamber.com  

705 457-4700

Sponsors: Canoe FM; � e Highlander; Moose 
FM; � e Echo; � e Times; � e Bene� ts 
Coach; Canadian Tire; Patient News; 

BMO; HCDC; Walker’s Heating & Cooling; 
Lakeview Motel; County of Haliburton; 

Moon Shadows Estate Winery, Molly’s Bistro

Nominations NOW

Local • Unique • Art Discount does not apply to ticket purchases.

This year, get something 
for the knitter in your 
life... a yarn bowl!

Starting at $28

Use discount code "QNS7103W4ID3" before 
December 31 and get 10% OFF any visual art order

THOSE OTHER MOVIES  
presents 

PARKLAND

Recounting the chaotic events that occurred at Dallas’ Parkland Hospital on the day U.S. President John F. 
Kennedy was assassinated, from the perspective of a handful of ordinary individuals who played key roles - 
the doctors and nurses, Dallas’ chief of the Secret Service, the FBI agents who had been watching Oswald, 

JFK’s security team, Oswald’s brother, and the unwitting cameraman who filmed the most watched footage in 
history

Thurs, Jan 9/14
2 shows – 4:15 & 7:15

Tickets $8.00 at the door
The Northern Lights Performing Arts Pavilion in Haliburton Village

Coming Next: Thursday, Feb 13/14 – BLUE JASMINE (T.B.C.)
More info: www.haliburton-movies.com

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

THOSE OTHER MOVIES Presents 
PARKLAND 

 
Recounting the chaotic events that occurred at Dallas' Parkland 

Hospital on the day U.S. President John F. Kennedy was assassinated, from 
the perspective of a handful of ordinary individuals who played key roles - 
the doctors and nurses, Dallas’ chief of the Secret Service, the FBI agents 

who had been watching Oswald, JFK’s security team, Oswald’s brother, and 
the unwitting cameraman who filmed the most watched footage in history.   

Thurs, Jan 9/14 
2 shows – 4:15 & 7:15 

Tickets $8.00 at the door 
The Northern Lights Performing Arts Pavilion in Haliburton Village 

 
Coming Next: Thursday, Feb 13/14 – BLUE JASMINE (T.B.C.) 

                       More info: www.haliburton-movies.com 
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LeAFs TV
½ PRICe 

APPeTIZeRs/WInGs 
dURInG eVeRY 

LeAF GAMe

GAMe dAY
PRIMe RIB $2495

HIGHLAndeRs BAR
@PInesTOne ResORT  4252 CTY Rd 21 HALIBURTOn 705-457-1800

GeT 
OUT MORe! nO COVeR

50¢ 
WInG 

nIGHTIn the Heatherwood

cottage bakery 
705-457-BAKE

fish fry 
705-457-2252

128 highland st. haliburton

www.bakedandbattered.com

TIME FOR A 
HOLIDAY SIESTA!
We will be... 

CLOSED 
Monday Dec 23 - Thursday Dec 26 

OPEN 
Friday Dec 27 - Sunday Dec 29 

CLOSED 
Monday Dec 30 - Wednesday Jan 1

212 HIGHLAND ST. ◆ 705-457-3535

Dublin Gate 
IRISH PUB

"WEEKLY SPECIAL"

ENJOY LIVE MUSIC 
EVERY WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY NIGHT 

FROM 6:30PM

BBQ CHICKEN 
SALAD $13.99

Fresh crisp romaine lettuce with 
BBQ chicken breast, tomato, 

cucumber & red onion drizzled 
with ranch dressing

LAMB CURRY 
$15.99

Boneless Lamb simmered in red 
onion and medium spiced curry 
sauce. Served with Basmati rice.

*SOME CONDITIONS APPLY WHILE QUANTITY LAST.

SOUP: POTATO LEEK $6.99 

By sue Tiffin
staff writer

Santa Claus surprised storeowners and local 
shoppers throughout downtown Minden on 
Dec. 20 when he made a last-minute stop to 
the area before preparing for Christmas Eve.

Those who encountered Santa during their 
Friday afternoon shifts or errands were 
delighted. Some honked as they drove by and 
most, like Algonquin Highlands Reeve Carol 
Moffatt, wanted a hug. Rozanne Hynard met 
him on her way out of the post office and 
happily embraced the jolly man. 

“It came from my heart because of course I 
recognized Santa,” she said.

A team from the municipality assisted Santa 
as he trudged his way through inches of 
fresh snow. Councillors Larry Clark and Lisa 
Schell, and Reeve Barb Reid, were by his side 
to hand out candy canes and take photos for 
fans of Old Saint Nick.

Santa’s last-minute visit

Photos by Sue Tiffin
Above: Six-month-old Phillip Doyle was one of the only children in town who was brave enough to get this close to 
Santa Claus. Top right: Rozanne Hynard showed pure exhilaration when she saw Santa outside of the Minden Post 
Office. Below: Santa and his team (from left: Reeve Barb Reid, Councillor Lisa Schell, and Councillor Larry Clark), took 
a break from spreading joy to get a group shot on Main Street.




