November 2016

The County Farmer
Haliburton County Farmers’ Association

Reminder: The next newsletter will be February 2017. Wishing all a Merry Christmas and all the best in the New Year.

Upcoming HCFA Events
2016

Executive
for 2016

Mark your calendar
Christmas Parades
Haliburton: evening Nov 25th
Minden: 11:30 Nov 26th
We are preparing a float.
Do you want to help?
contact Andrea 705-286-6753

President
Bryan Barlow

705-457-7556

Vice-President
Godfrey Tyler

705-457-2214

Secretary/Treasurer
Sheila Robb
705-489-4201

Christmas Pot Luck and Auction
Saturday, December 17th

Past President
Andrea Coysh

Donations of
AGRICULTURE RELATED items
for the auction

Directors

Animal feed, tools, items with a farm motif/picture,
seeds, eggs, people food, clothing.
The HCFA will be providing roast beef and ribs.
Looking forward to seeing you all there.
Arrive @ 5 pm, eat @ 6 pm, auction to follow.

Jeanne Parcell-Hughes
Jeff Mainprize
Casey Cox
Jim Vidoczy
Jean Neville
Chris Coysh

705-286-6753

705-286-1602
705-286-6458
705-286-4432
705-488-1470
705-286-2345
705-286-6753

BFO Rep

2017
HCFA Annual General Meeting
Thursday, January 19, 2017, 7:00 p.m.
Minden Community Centre
VSC Annual General Meeting
Thursday, January 26, 2017, 7:00 p.m.
Minden Community Centre

Bryan Barlow

705-457-7556

BFO Alternate
Godfrey Tyler

705-457-2214

Lochin Hall
Starting with the first meeting of 2017 at the discretion of the new executive, all meetings will be open
meetings, taking place the first Thursday of the month, starting in February @ 7:30 pm.
(If school buses are cancelled, meetings are cancelled — or phone an executive member.)
Further info to follow in the February Newsletter.
Visit us online at www.haliburtoncountyfarmersassociation.com
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From the BFO Corner
Again, following up from last month’s column talking
about falling beef prices, it seems that while retail prices
for beef are indeed falling, they are not coming down (as
yet) at the rate live cattle prices have fallen. According to
Statistics Canada Consumer Price Index (CPI) data, the
retail price of beef declined 3.5% in the 3rd quarter this
year compared to the same time last year. Food inflation
was less than 1% and the inflation rate for all items was
over 1%. The report continued that consumer beef prices
remain high, but the trend is lower. Prime rib averaged
$14.29/lb in the third quarter compared to $10.64 at the
end of 2013. Prime rib is off its record high that was hit in
the second quarter this year. Regular ground beef averaged
$5.57/lb in the third quarter compared to $4.31 at the end
of 2013 and its peak of $5.87 in the last quarter of 2015.
There has been lots of press around the signing of the
CETA deal between the European Union and Canada.
However, it is worth noting that, for now, no beef or pork
will be exported under the now signed deal – that’s because there are still significant issues around differing food
safety practices. For example, Canadian meat plants use
various treatments to remove bacteria and other pathogens
from carcasses — that includes washes with citric acid and
peroxyacetic acid, a product similar to vinegar. Some of
these practices are not accepted by EU, especially the use
of antimicrobials. It seems that it will take significant time
to sort these issues out and in the meantime Canadian
federal plants are not going to change their practices
(which they believe are superior to the EU’s) to accommodate what is, initially at least, a small market.
Submitted by Bryan Barlow, BFO Delegate

Highlights of the BFO
Board of Directors Meeting
September 21, 2016
National Checkoff Increase / Canada Beef BFO continue to
not support the proposed increase to National Checkoff.
In discussions around the role of the National Checkoff
Agency, the proposed increase in the national levy, and
how Ontario's Checkoff dollars are allocated between the
BCRC and Canada Beef, the BFO Board has made
numerous requests that they would like to see Canada Beef
provide value to Ontario's beef industry and farmers. BFO
has developed a detailed definition of "value" in terms of
items that would provide value to Ontario producers and
validate support through national Checkoff dollars. We will
be communicating that to Canada Beef.
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Wanted: Secretary and Treasurer
We are looking for a Secretary/Treasurer as our current
one is retiring this year.
This position can be held by two separate people or by
one.
Secretary – Attending the Executive meetings held
monthly, with exception of July, August, December &
January. Recording the minutes, setting the agenda prior
to meetings (with input from the president), forwarding
minutes to the executive two weeks prior to next meeting,
and calling executive couple days prior to meeting as a
reminder to attend. Liaising with BFO and submitting
funding applications and applicable information to BFO.
Working with the Treasurer (if separate position) when
submitting Funding applications.
Treasurer – Maintains the books of HCFA by keeping
track of funds, paying bills, depositing of monies,
submitting Financial Report at each executive meeting,
reconciling to the bank. Coordinate Sharecost for BFO
and assisting Secretary (if separate position) in the
submission of application for funding.
The current Secretary/Treasurer is willing to assist.
Giant Pumpkin Contest
Correction re prizes of the “Guess the Weight”
Pumpkin Contest. The winner was Sue Little.
Congratulations to Sue and our apologies.
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We’re Hiring!
Agricultural Program Coordinator
November to March with possibility of extension
30 hours/week
Position Overview
The successful applicant will gain valuable experience working in a non-profit environment, with the
support of experienced sector and technical
knowledge-holders. They will make valuable
contacts and benefit from comprehensive exposure to
the farming sector in east central Ontario, while
supporting management in a wide range of activities
that further organizational goals.

Number of positions: 2
Anticipated start date: November (ASAP) to March
31, 2017
Location: Peterborough, Ontario
Salary: $15.50/hr for 30 hours a week, plus vacation
pay.
info@farmsatwork.ca
317 Reid Street, Peterborough, ON
(705) 743-7671

Abbey Gardens Winter Festival & Farmers' Market
Together with the incrEdible Haliburton County Farmers'
Market, we're hosting a winter festival and farmers' market on
Saturday December 3rd from 12pm-3:30pm. Take a tractorpulled wagon ride to meet Santa, create a holiday craft,
decorate a sugar cookie, enjoy a Christmas-themed storywalk,
snack on a variety of local foods and shop at the winter farmers'
market. Don't forget to grab your Christmas tree!

Thought for the Day

Take Time
Take time to think; it is the source of
power.
Take time to read; it is the foundation
of wisdom.
Take time to play; it is the secret of
staying young.
Take time to be quiet; it is the
opportunity to see God.
Take time to be aware; it is the
opportunity to help others.
Take time to love and be loved; it is
God's greatest gift.
Take time to laugh; it is the music of
the soul.
Take time to be friendly; it is the road
to happiness.
Take time to dream; it is what the
future is made of.
Take time to pray; it is the greatest
power on earth.
Author: Unknown
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Post Office Box
Please note – HCFA now has a Postal Box #517.
All mail should be addressed to Haliburton County Farmers
Association,
P.O. Box 517,
Minden, On K0M 2K0.

Ruffling the Feathers
No further update at this time, but a reminder to keep this in
mind.
An info meeting is in the planning stages for the spring of 2017
with our feathered friends the focus of the meeting.
Chickens, turkeys, ducks, and more.
Keep an eye on the newsletter for updates.

Classified Ads
FOR SALE – Call Perry Morrison
705-754-2464

“WHITE” Tractor, Model 1370,
4x4 with loader. New clutch,
ejection pump rebuilt, new front
tires – rear tires 50%. Tractor in
good condition. $13,000.00 or B/
O.

4 Foot Wood Lathe, complete
$150.00
TO GIVE AWAY & FOR SALE

Variety of young roosters to give
away

Kentucky Red Bourbon turkeys
for sale
Contact Jean at 705-286-2345

