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UPCOMING HCFA EVENTS (2016) 

Events & schedules still being worked on at this time – watch 
this space for details in following issues. 
 

“Shoot the Bull” Haliburton Style 
Recap 

On March 1st the Haliburton County Farmers Association held 
our “Shoot the Bull” meeting that we had advertised here in the 
newsletter plus radio plus newspapers plus many email distribu-
tion lists plus etc, etc. It went on despite “old man winter’s” at-
tempt to shut us down. For those of you who don’t remember, 
we had a major winter storm that night! In spite of the weather, 
our three main guest speakers all made it and about 35 other peo-
ple braved the weather. While we had hoped for a higher turnout 
when we were planning the event, we were pleased, nonetheless, 
with the numbers given the severity of the weather. Based on 
additional feedback after the meeting, we became aware that 
probably another 20 people, at least, were planning to attend but 
were put off by the weather. 

The meeting did not start on time for obvious reasons – closer to 
7:30 and went to almost 10:00 which I think was a real indica-
tion of the excellence of the presentations and the interest many 
of the audience had in talking directly to the presenters at their 
‘stations’ after we finished the formal presentations.  

The HCFA Directors would like to formally thank each of the 
guest presenters, Dan Ferguson, Jillian Craig, and Peter Doris for 
first, braving the storm to get to Haliburton and secondly, for 
their participation in the meeting. 

We had some follow-up discussions at our Directors’ meeting on 
Thursday night and the general consensus is that we should try to 
hold another meeting. We have not figured out a theme nor who 
might be involved and from that we would have to work out tim-
ing – we are at the very beginning stages. So, stay tuned! 

Fire Destroys Barn Near Eagle Lake 
Several weeks ago (Feb. 9th) there was a barn fire at Eagle Lake at a farm called “The Farm” owned by Lor-
rie McCauley. The barn burned to the ground. As part of an effort by neighbours and others to at least build 
some kind of shelter for the horses, HCFA made a donation towards the building materials needed. 
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From the BFO Corner 
As I told you last issue, the National Checkoff Agency is 
asking each of the provincial organizations to endorse a 
$1.50 increase per head. A resolution supporting this in-
crease but adding certain conditions that must be met was 
indeed tabled for the BFO AGM last month. There wasn’t 
as much debate as expected – the vast majority felt that 
until the details were worked out to the BFO’s board’s sat-
isfaction, there wasn’t much point arguing about it. 

The Board of Directors of the Beef Farmers of Ontario 
(BFO) elected their new President and Vice President at 
BFO's 54th Annual General Meeting held in Toronto. Matt 
Bowman, Northern Director from Thornloe, Ontario will 
lead the Association in the year ahead as President with 
Joe Hill, Feedlot Director from Fergus, Ontario as Vice 
President. 

From the Canadian Cattlemen magazine: 

At last there are clear signs of beef herd expansion in Can-
ada! 

In 2015 the output or productive capacity of the national 
herd was reduced: almost 13 per cent in numbers of ani-
mals marketed and 10 per cent in tonnage. Most of that 
reduction, however, is explained by an almost 20 per cent 
decline in heifer marketing and a 16 per cent decline in 
cow marketing. This is quite conclusive evidence that the 
long decline in the beef breeding herd has at last ended. 
The heifers that did not appear in the market in 2015 had 
obviously been retained from the 2014 calf crop and were 
bred in the summer of 2015. 

A decline in cow marketing is not, in itself, a sign of herd 
growth. Herd growth can only come from an increase in 
heifer retentions that exceeds the rate of cow culling. In 
2015 approximately 800,000 fewer heifers were marketed 
than steers and were therefore available for herd replace-
ments. The total cow cull was approximately 600,000 
head. Since dairy cow marketing make up about 40 per 
cent of total cow marketing that means that only about 
360,000 beef cows were culled in 2015. That’s a culling 
rate of about nine per cent, close to the lowest possible 
practical culling rate 

Submitted by Bryan Barlow, BFO Delegate 
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IMPORTANT 

FINAL Reminder for Renewal of  
HCFA & VSC Membership 

This is a reminder for your membership renewal.  Forms were 
sent out some time ago.  Cost of membership to the HCFA is 
$10 per year and the cost of membership in the VSC is $25 
per year.  Combined membership to both organizations is $35 
per year.  This is due before March 31st.  There is a one 
month grace period but after April 30th the cost will be $45. 

If joining both organizations make cheques payable to Vet 
Services Committee and mail to – 

Vet Services Committee or VSC 
P.O. Box 1369 
Haliburton, On K0M 1S0 

If you are just renewing membership in the HCFA, cost is 
$10.  This covers your family, gets you into all our social 
events and will receive issues of the “County Farmer”.  As 
well it gives us a stronger voice in the community.  Make 
cheque payable to Haliburton County Farmers Associa-
tion and mail to –  

Sheila Robb 
1574 Buckslide Road 
Algonquin Highlands, On K0M 1J1 

Seed Exchange and  
Potluck Luncheon 

*Please note: You don't need to bring any seeds to exchange 
to take part!  It’s time to say goodbye to winter and to come 
out to socialize and to “talk growing”.  What signifies spring 
better than seeds?   Everyone is welcome…… pass the word. 

Saturday, March 19th, 10am. to 5pm.  Zion United 
Church, On Hwy. 35 at East Road in Carnarvon 

Less than one km north of the Hwy. 118 intersection.    
Admission by donation 

PLEASE phone or email to "book" your spot for the potluck 
luncheon.  You are welcome to just show up otherwise (if 
not staying for the potluck).  We need to know numbers due 
to our somewhat limited space.  Come for whatever amount 
of the day that suits you.  Bring your ideas to share: your 
tips, tricks, and favourite methods, best veggies to grow…
Bring also your questions about your challenges and prob-
lems in growing in the county.  We all learn from each other. 

10:00 am – 1:00 pm: Seed Exchange/Sale..and shar ing of 
ideas of heirloom & open pollinated vegetables.  Gardening 
in general, season extension practices and permaculture tech-
niques.  Whatever you wish to discuss with wonderful, like-
minded people.  There will be seeds for sale – flowers, 

Continued on page 5 
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Treatment-Free  
Beekeeping Workshop and 
Other Opportunities! 

Register Now! Treatment-Free Beekeeping with 
Michael Bush 

April 15th to 17th  |  Fleming College, Lindsay  |  
Tickets: $10-$40  |  Lunch optional 

Central Ontario Beekeepers Association, in partner-
ship with co-hosts Farms at Work and Fleming Col-
lege, is pleased to host a weekend with Michael 
Bush, a well-known pioneer of the treatment-free 
method of beekeeping from Nebraska, USA. 

Michael has travelled around the United States dis-
cussing his practical and effective methods for bee 
hive management. As the author of "The Practical 
Beekeeper: Beekeeping Naturally", Michael advo-
cates for beekeeping without the use of treatments for 
pests and diseases. To read more on Michael Bush 
and his techniques, please visit his website: 
www.bushfarms.com/bees.htm. 

Join us at this 3-day workshop to hear about  
topics including: 

• A Year in a Treatment-free Apiary 

• Four Simple Steps to Healthier Bees 

• Queen Rearing and the “Whole Bee” Concept 

The workshop format is geared towards all experi-
ence levels—from new beekeepers to those with dec-
ades of experience.  Register at treatmentfreebee-
keeping.eventbrite.ca to hear about these exciting 
topics and meet with other beekeepers in the area! 
For more information on the agenda, please visit 
www.centralontariobeekeepers.ca. 

Apply Now: 2016 Beekeeping Mentorship in 
Grey County! 

2016 marks the 4th year of Farms at Work's hands-on 
Beekeeping Mentorship. For the first time, the pro-
gram will take place in Grey County (just south of 
Owen Sound) and, also for the first time, it will be 
taught by a beekeeper using organic methods. 

Mentees will receive an immersive introduction to 
beekeeping over five field days that closely follow 
the progression of the beekeeping season. If you have 
been unable to make the trip to attend in east central 
Ontario in the past - or if organic production is of 
special interest to you - then apply now! Day One is 
scheduled for early April. 

Only 8 spots are available. For  more information 
and to apply, please visit:  
farmsatwork.ca/beekeeping-mentorship-program. 

 

 
Full Moon Yoga Is Back! 

"Yoga in the Yurt … Yogurt” is back for the Full 
Moon Series!  Come and join Lynda Shadbolt of Hali-
burton Yoga from 7:00pm-8:30pm on Wednesday 
March 23rd to celebrate the light of the moon by mov-
ing to some fun music.  The class will be playful and 
easy ending in a lovely meditation. Participation is by 
suggested donation of $10.00 and will be at the Yurt 
located beside the Haliburton Highlands Brewery.  
Spaces are limited.  Register here , contact Irene at  
irene@abbeygardens.ca or call 705 754-4769.  

Coffee Roasting Workshop  
March 26, 2016   
1:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m 

Join a coffee workshop hosted by the Head Roasters at 
County Coffee on Saturday March 26th from 1pm-
2:30pm at Abbey Gardens. Learn how coffee is grown, 
traded, roasted, and brewed for the best taste, and with 
concern for sustainable and equitable practices. This 
workshop includes tasting and hands-on roasting. 

This is a private workshop that is free for our members 
($50 value), but space is limited to 10 people. Email 
irene@abbeygardens.ca or call 705 754 4769 to re-
serve your spot. 

Bread Baking Workshop  
April 20, 2016  
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Learn the tips and techniques to bake no-knead sour-
dough bread. Take home your creation at the end of 
the workshop! $50 per person. Call 705 854 2662 or 
email intothebluebakery@gmail.com to register. 

Laugh for 
the Day 



  

 

herbs, vegetables from local people. 

1:00 pm – 2:00 pm: Potluck Luncheon – Come join us for an amazing potluck and continued sharing of ide-
as 

2:00 pm – 5:00 pm: Seed/Exchange Sale and topical discussions and socializing continue for  anyone 
wishing to stay or for those who can only make it for the afternoon. 

If you do have seeds to sell, exchange or share.... please do bring them!  We will have a table designated for 
old / questionable seeds also as giveaways for anyone who wishes to give them a try.  Try to include some 
basic info about any seeds that you are sharing or exchanging. 

Bring a fine tipped permanent marker to label the tiny Ziploc plastic seed pouches that we supply. 
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Seed Exchange and Potluck Luncheon: Continued from page 3 

Classified Ad 
HCFA members are not charged for ads. Contact Sheila Robb at 705-489-4201 with the details.   

FOR SALE – “WHITE” Tractor, Model 1370, 4x4 with loader.  New clutch, ejection pump rebuilt, new 
front tires – rear tires 50%.  Tractor in good  condition.  $13,000.00 or B/O. Call Perry Morrison  705-754-
2464. 


