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EASY STEPS TO
BUYING A HOME

BUYING A HOME IS A BIG
DEAL
These tips will prepare you for
the decisions you’ll need to
make along the way.

STEP ONE

DEFINE
YOUR
GOALS

Buying a home may seem like a goal in itself, but it’s also the
means to achieve other goals. Knowing why you’re buying will
help you define your criteria and make your search quicker and
easier.
Is this your first home purchase? If so, why do you want to own
rather than rent? Is it for the future return on your investment?
For the freedom to improve your home according to your own
tastes and needs? Because you’ve decided it makes more sense to
pay your own mortgage instead of someone else’s?
Are you changing locations to be closer to work, schools, family
or recreation? Are you seeking more peaceful surroundings away
from crowds and traffic? Or do you want to be where the action
is? Are you moving to meet the needs of a growing or shrinking
family? Are you seeking a different lifestyle?
Just as the foundation provides support for a home, answering
these types of questions will lay the groundwork for a smooth
home purchase.

STEP TWO

ANALYZE YOUR
WANTS AND NEEDS
Once you know why you’re moving, consider
the qualities in your new home that will achieve
your goals.
What size lot will you want? How many
bedrooms and bathrooms? Do you have a style
or layout preference? Would a low-maintenance
home, such as a condo or townhome, best suit
your needs? Are amenities – such as a pool,
fitness center, tennis courts, walking trails or
golf courses – important to you? What about
location?

Once you have a list of the
things you’re looking for in a
home, group them into
categories. Make lists of the
things your home must have,
the things you’d like it to have,
and the things it can’t have.
Because it’s extremely rare to
find the “100% home,” this list
will help you make decisions as
you evaluate your options.

Weigh the pros and
cons of different types
of homes, given your
lifestyle and budget.

STEP THREE

EXPLORE FINANCING OPTIONS AND
GET PRE-APPROVED
The thought of taking on a mortgage – whether it’s your first one or a bigger one –
is perhaps the scariest part of a home search for many buyers. But you have nothing
to fear from meeting with a lender, even if you have concerns about your credit.
Helping people find their way to home ownership is what they do every day. Ask
your real estate agent to recommend a reputable lender, so you’ll know you’re in
good hands.
Your lender will determine the best financing program for you and help you focus
your search on the wisest price range. Knowing what you can afford before you
start looking at homes can help you avoid big disappointments down the road.

Open your senses when
touring homes in person.
Listen for noise and look at
the overall condition of the
home inside and out.

STEP FOUR

SELECT AND VIEW HOMES THAT MEET
YOUR CRITERIA
Thanks to the Internet, searching for homes is much easier today than in years past.
With the click of your mouse, you can browse the multitude of homes on the
market, view photos and read detailed descriptions to quickly narrow your focus
to the homes that will best suit your wants and needs. You’ll want to view enough
properties to get an idea of what the market has to offer. But touring too many
homes can create “home shopping fatigue” and make decisions more difficult.
There is more to finding the right home than you can learn from virtual tours and
floor plans. A licensed real estate agent can help you identify those that are most
likely to be “winners.”

STEP FIVE

MAKE AN OFFER
You’ve found the perfect home! It’s time to
make an offer. Oral agreements are not
legally enforceable, so any offer to
purchase real estate should be in writing.
All terms and conditions of the sale must
be addressed in the offer. If you are
working with a real estate agent, he or she
will ensure that all of the bases are covered.
Your agent will also help you to negotiate
the best price and terms and protect your
interests throughout the negotiations.

STEP SIX

INSPECT THE PROPERTY
A home inspection is a thorough assessment of
the structure and mechanical systems.
Professional inspectors look for potential
problems, so you can make an informed
decision about buying the property. Here are
some things to keep in mind:
Standard inspections don’t test for things
like radon, mold or pests. Understand what's
included in the inspection and what other
inspections you might need.
Make sure the inspector can get to every part
of the house, such as the roof and any crawl
spaces.

Traditionally the buyer
attends the inspection. By
following the inspector
around you can get a better
understanding of the home
and ask questions on the
spot. If you can't attend the
inspection, review the
inspector's report carefully
and ask about anything
that's unclear.
When you have the results of
your inspections, you may wish
to negotiate with the seller to
complete any needed repairs
before closing.

Make the inspection
official by writing it in
as a contract
contingency.

STEP SEVEN

COMPLETE THE MORTGAGE PROCESS
As soon as the contract is signed, you’ll need to complete your application for a
mortgage if you haven’t already done so. Your lender will oversee the process
and may request additional documentation related to your finances.

A Real Estate Lawyer will
help you navigate through
all the legal requirements of
the purchase.

STEP EIGHT

CHOOSE AN ATTORNEY TO
HANDLE CLOSING
Real estate closings are typically handled by attorneys who specialize in real estate,
but in some states may be handled by title or escrow companies. The attorney you
select will research the title on the property, check for liens or past due taxes,
prepare all necessary documents, and conduct the actual closing.
It is important you choose a real estate lawyer you not only trust, but one you can
understand and easily work with to ensure all legal matters in the home buying
process are properly taken care of. If you do not already know a real estate attorney,
ask your real estate agent for recommendations.

STEP NINE

CLOSE ON THE PROPERTY
At closing, the seller and buyer sign all
papers related to the sale of the property,
and the deed is transferred from seller to
buyer.
While you can expect to sign your name on
a multitude of documents, don’t be
intimidated. Your attorney and real estate
agent will explain everything so you’ll
understand and feel comfortable with the
process.

STEP TEN

MOVE IN!
Once the deed has been recorded at the courthouse, you’ve officially bought a
home!
Whether you elect to move yourself or use a moving company (your agent can
recommend reputable companies), there will be many details to attend to. Many
real estate agents offer moving checklists and resources to guide you through the
transition and make your move as smooth as possible.

When you’ve received
the keys to your new
home, all that’s left is
moving in.

THE NUMBER ONE TIP FOR AN EASY
HOME PURCHASE
To make your home purchase go as smoothly as possible, there is no substitute for
working with an experienced, licensed real estate agent. Your agent understands
the home-buying process and can help you navigate it. He or she knows the market
in your area, will make sure you have the information you need to make good
decisions, and will protect your interests throughout the transaction.
Choose your agent wisely so you can relax and enjoy the process of finding and
buying your new home! Please feel free to reach out if you have any questions
about the home buying process. I'm here to help!
This article and any information contained herein is intended for informational purposes only and should not be construed as legal
advice. The publisher will not be responsible for errors or omissions or any damages, howsoever caused, that result from its use.
Seek competent legal counsel for advice on any legal matter.

