WELCOME 16 SUMMIT RGAD STEM

SUMMIT ROAD STEM ELEMENTARY
859 Summit Road
RreYholdsburg, oHlo 43008
Principal: bee Martindale

MISS APPEL's CONTACT INFORMATION
Miss Kkatie pppel
E-Mail: kappel@reyh.org
website: www. readihgresource. het/ missappel
Blog: www. twocanhdoit. blogspot.com
Facebook: reddihgresourcenet/ oq919142402
Twitter: readingresource

ABSENSES AND EARLY DISMISSALS

Pledase send in d note to school expldihing Your child’s
absence or cdll the office. Please let me know in
advance of any absences so that assignments can be
sent home. All missed work nheeds to be Turned in.

ASIGNMENT LOGS & TAKE-TIOME FOLDERS

Edch child will be giveh an assignment log
during the first week of school. This is
MY way of communicating with You about
homework dssighments or any other
information You heed to know. Your job is

h Yo check it edch night with Your child, sign
or initial The bottom, dnd make sure that it comes back
To school edach day. we will also be using a take-home
communhication folder To sehd papers to dnd from
school. Plegse make sure fo check and clean out this
folder each night. This folder heeds to come back to
school edch day!

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION

Please cut out dnd save Your Box Tops for Education
That You find on manY of Your household ifems. TheY
are used to purchase things for our schooll You can
turn them ih at anytime in a closed bag or envelope with
Your child’s hdme, mY hdme, dhd The humber of Box
Tops.

BIRTADAYS

Treats dre always welcome for birthdays.
Let me khow three days in advance if
Your child will be bringing ih something to
share with the class. we will darfrange g
fime at The end of the school Year to /A
celebrate dll of the “Unbirthdays” (summer birthdays).
I WILL NoT dllow students to brihg invitations to g party
outside of school unless there are invitations for every
child in the classroom! (I can’t provide You with
addresses/ phohe humbers of students ih the
classroom).

BOOK CLUBS

Book club orders will come home periodicdlly. TheY are
optiondl, but great and inexpensive way to buy reading
material for Your child. Pledse send in checks made out
to the book club ih a sealed envelope. No CAsH PLEASE!

BRAIN BOOST

Ih The fast paced society of this 2Ist century, it is
important fo stay mentally fit. Each morhing Your child
will be participating in a 10-20 “Braih Boost™ fo do just
That. students may be workihg independently or with g
group of peers. If You have anY activities/explorations
Nou thihk we’d enjoY, sehd them mY way!

DIBELS

DIBELS is used at summit Road to assess a child’s
reading skills. PIBELS (DYnhamic Indicators of Basic Early
Literacy skills) is g set of standardized, individually
administered medsures of early literacy development.
The four medasures we will be using ih first grade are:
Letter Naming FluencY, Phoheme Segmentation Fluency,
Nohsehse Word FluencY, dnd oral Redading Fluency.

Edch measure takes dbout one minhute To assess. | will
go into further details regarding PIBELS dat q later
Time.

GQUIDED READING (DAILY FIVE)

Guided Reading provides opportunity for first grade
\ > teachers to failor direct instruction fo
= edch stfudent’s specific redding and
writing heeds. Based onh PIBELS
L assessments and classroom
observations, | will select text that will
support the selected focus and meet the needs of the
groups. Edach student will be given a specidl reading bag

that contains materidls to practice at home. Please
make sure these bags are returned to school the next



day! (refer to “Book-In-p-Bag® note for more
information!)

TANDWRITING

we will be using The b’ Nedlidn Handwriting
Program. This is q little different than Traditional
manuscript, but helps make an easier transition o
cursive. we will spend some time in The beginhing
of the Yedr practicing handwriting, but will be
cdrried out during centers for the remainder of
the Year.

HOMEWORK

| do NoT senhd home packets of work for Your child
edch week. | prefer to sehd activities home as | see
them hecessary. Look for “Investigations Homework> to
come home 2-3 nights each week. Homework must be
completed edch hight dnd returhed to school the next
day (unless otherwise instructed). It is mY expectation
That first grade students practice the following each
night:

*  Math Fact To 18 (addihg and subtracting)

* Redding 10-20 Minutes

* sight word practice (Sound Focus wWords)

*¥POETRY ANTHoLoGIES will be senht home on Thursdays
and must be returned to school on Friday!

INVESTIGATIONS (MATT)

Summit Rodd has adopted the
Investigations series for grades K-4.
Investigations for first grade will help
students explore problems in depth, find
more thdnh ohe way of solving many of
The problems TheY encounter, redason
mathematically and develop problem-
solving strategies, expldin dnd exdamine their
mathematical Thinking and redsoning, represent their
Thinking usihg models, diagrams, dnd graphs, make
cohhections between mathematical ideas, prove their
ideas to others, develop proficiency with arithmetic,
choose from g variety of tools and appropriate
techhology, dnd work ih a variety of groupings.

every child will have 9 “student Activity Books™ (onhe
for edch unit) that will containh activity sheets,
recording sheets for games, homework sheets, dnd
practice pages.

The thgjor okjectives in first grade math are place
value, problem solving, and ledarning The addition and
subtraction facts Through 18. FluehcY of math facts is
veryY important. Please spend 5-10 mihutes each night
practicing with Your child. Please document how many
mihutes Your child practices their math facts at home
oh the “Math Mihutes sheet. In a few weeks we will
be takihg weeklY fimed fests to incredse addition dnd

subtraction fluency. we will dlso be learning these
math skills this Year:

* Patterning

*  skip Counting

*  solving story problems

*  GCountihg coins up to $1.00

¢ Telling fime fo the hour and half-hour

*  Fractions

* Measuring in centimeters and inches

LUNCH

The cost of lunch is $1.65. Milk can be purchased for
$0.35. | Your child will be buYing most of The time, |
would recommend pavihg weeklY or monthly. Checks or
cash needs to be placed ih a sealed bag with Your
child’s hame dnd the dmount of monheY enclosed.

MANAGEMENT (SPARK/FIVE (C's)

Summit Rodd has adopted d school-wide “spprk>
initiative that will guide our behavior system in the
classroom! we will be learning
the different ways to “spari>
in different areas of the
building as the Year progresses.
check out the picture on the
left To see what “sparKk>
medns!

Attentive

esponsible

Kind

Summit hds dlso estdblished
core habits (5 ¢’s) that we will
be discussing in depth in the
classroom dnd ds d school. The
Five C>s dre chardcteristics of successful 21 century
learnhers (Collaboration, Communication, curiosity,
Complex Thihking, dhd Compassion).

students who are unable fo
demonstrate appropriate
behavior will sigh the
“reminder Binder™. This is
similar to many “card flips”
that are in kindergarten
classrooms, ohlY we will keep
This ih d binder and take it
with us wheh we dre working @....
with different teachers in

the buildihg. Below helps You see the different
markings we have:

umosm

OMPLEX
THINKING

Markings in “The Reminder Binder>
pesired Behavior (keep it uplh)
verbdl wWdrhing
Time out/kedirection
Note and/or call Home
visit To the Principal’s office

EN TSR

we will dlso have g positive behavior “Look Book™ which
celebrates the great choices that first graders make.



IT works in much the same way as the “reminder
Bihder” with 1-4 steps. (You’ll khow wheh Your child
sighs The Look Book, it’s a prefty big deall)

Miss A is Proud 4 Will Give Me a squeezY Hug
Add a Ball o our First 6rade Jar

send a Note Home or call MY Parents

Write g Note to Mrs. Mdrtindadle

So|n|-

other “positives™ include:

* classroom “compliment Container™ Incentive
* classroom “pPerfect Attendance Incentive
*  classroom “Brownie Points® Incentive

* classroom “super centers> Incentive

NEWSLETTER

This Year, Tedam schappelkins will be sending home paper
newsletters every once in a while, but will be creating
video newsletters each week that will be posted oh our
team page (which we are still working onl) | will let You
khow more information soonl (Mr. schottner will be on
the video out-takes. | dor’T do well in front of
cameras!)

POETRY ANTHOLOGY

Every week we will be working onh one poem inh which we
read, sihg, dct out, highlight sight words, dnd
illustrate. TheY will be placed in spiral hotebooks that
dre sent home every Thursday. Pledse encourage Your
child to read them to You dnd help them with difficult
words. These PoetrY Anthologies are o be returned
The next school day (Friday). Please make sure they
are taken care of. we will be using them throughout
The whole Year.

PTO

Information will be coming home regarding our pTo. |
hope You decide to joih and get ihvolved. our PTo is
responsible for so many of the fun dnd rewadrding
qactivities we have here atf summit Rodad. You can follow
our PTo oh Fdcebook!

READING AT AIOME/READING WEB

Edch hight | encourage the first graders to read
anywhere from 10-20 mihutes a day. This ihcludes
listening To books oh tape, beihg read to, shared
reading, pdired redding, dnhd reddihg alohe. students
will bring home a Readihg Log dnd keep fTrack of how
manY books theY read. once theY dare finished, they
bring back the log SIGNED BY A PARENT. For edch book
that is read, a paper clip will be huhg dnd added to out

Peading web. we will keep Track of how many books we

read dalfogether. This should be a fun acTivity for You
and Your child each hight. Just remember, the best
way for Your child to become d better reader is to
READ, READ, READ!

READINGRESCURCE & TWOCANDOIT

Readingkesource.net is d website that | have been
working oh with g colleague of mine (steve 6riffin)
from slate Ridge Elementary. The site is dedicated to
helping tedchers, parents, or danYone interested in
fTeaching children how to read. You will find the
reading activities that Your child is -
workihg on ih the classroom. | will -

also be runhing mY classroom
webpage from this site. | will be
posting links, resources,
newsletters, and other classroom ' W
informdation for You to check out.

(click on the link “Miss Appel® o see our classroom
webpagel) From mY page You will also be able to access
MY hew blog (www.twocdndoit. blogspot.com) that | will
be posting pictures dnd videos of our classroom
happehings! Please look for further information and
“conhsent to Photograph® and return it fo miss appel as
sooh ds possible.

RELATED ARTS SCREDULE

This is the Tentative schedule for Miss pppel’s Class.
Please make sure Your child is dressed appropriately!
®* MONDAY: Hedlth é wellness

*  TUESDAY: Credtive Arts

* WEDNESDAY: Media Ccenter

*  THURSDATY: Schappelkins® Games

*  FRIDAY: Ihhovation Station

SOUND F0CUS

Each week first graders will be workihg on 5-10 words
that contain the same sound. For example, a list of
words for the sound /ae/ might be: eight, play, weigh,
take, 4 became. RAll of the dbove words contain The long
a sound. We will be learhing about the different vowel
souhd combihdations throughout the entire Year. At the
end of edch week, students will be given a “Sound
Focus Assesstment™ that incorpordtes those words dlong
with ldhguage arts dand math indicators we’ve learned.
It is hot a Tpical “spelling Test™. It is important for
You to spend time EACH NIGHT practicing these words
with Your child. For ideds check out

www. Peddingresource.net dnd click on “sight words>
for ways fo help Your child at home!

STAR SCIENTIST

Edch student will have the opportunity to be the star
scientist for a week. (A schedule will be sent home
during the first 1-2 weeks of school). Miss Appel will be
the first star scientist to demonstrate what it will look
like! one of the MAJoR responsibilities of the start
scientist is To create some Tpe of electronic biography
That | will post oh mY blog. | will give further
instructions soon! Here dre some other privileges that
Nour child will have as “star scientist™ just to hame a
few:



MONDAY share photos with the class.

TUESDAY Lunch with Team schappelkins
WEDNESPAY Redd q favorite book to the class (keep
selections To 10 minutes!)

THUW=SDAY Share sciehce experiment with the class
FRIDAY Assist ih morhing Brdih Boost/ share
electronic biographyY with the class

TARKE-RIOME BOOKRS (BINDERS)

Throughout the school Year Your child will
have the opportunity to take home some
very special books. | feel that milestones
should be celebrated with family,
friends, and peers! when these books
come home, it is Your child’s C
responsibility To write dnd draw ih Them and return
Them to school The hext day incase theY need to go
home with another student! You cdh dlso add
photographs if You wish! Here dre some books You will
see (but Miss appel will probably create a few morel)

® The Boo—Boo Book

* The Tooth Fdiry Journal

* The Birthday Book

*  The Adventures of “socko the sock Monkey”

*  The Adventures of Mr. Ribbits (Yeh, he’s a frog)
*  Whdat g Hoot (All Things fuhnY dnd gross)

TEAM SCHAPPELKINS

Mp. Schotther and | like to combine our classes often,
ahd how That Mrs. Jenkins is with us, we get to add
another tedacher to the mix! we will be Taking our
classes outside for 20-30 minutes fo compete ih “Tedm
schappelkins® Relay 6ames® that review the language
arts and math indicators for that week. we will also
will do “super Tasty Treats® as a following the
directions and engiheering activity. Please look for q
list of supplies that we will nheed, if You are able to
donate, we’d appreciate it!

TRANSPORTATION

@i sgy YoUr child must have a hote ok call the
A |, office is s/he is hot goihg home ih the usudl
“’i v jf mdnher. Please bo NoT ledve messages on
,‘é Q MY voicemail about changes in

L | B transportation. | do hot dlways have time to

check it af the end of the day.

VOLUNTEERS

AnYohe is welcome To help out in the
classroom. | will be sehding home a form
for You To fill out if You are available to
help out. | will TrY to send out information
about field Trips, etc. as so as possible so
Nou can participate. I You dren’t able to
help out at school and are willing o do some things
from home, please let me knowl!




