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Meeting Purpose 

• State and local PTA board members requested guidance from 
National PTA on the association’s position and efforts related 
to the current increase of unaccompanied children entering 
the United States from Central America. 

 
• National PTA is fully engaged in helping our Congresses 

manage the impact of federal decisions on families and 
children in their states. This briefing will provide an overview 
of the issue,  PTA’s related positions, and resources available.  

 
 
 

 



Official Definitions (US Citizenship and 
Immigration Services) 
• Alien: Any person not a citizen or national of the United States. 
 
• Asylee: An alien in the United States who is found to be unable or 

unwilling to return to his or her country of nationality, or to seek the 
protection of that country because of persecution or a well-founded fear 
of persecution based on race, religion, nationality, membership in a 
particular social group, or political opinion. 
 

• Citizen:   
• An individual born in the United States., Puerto Rico, Guam, US 

Virgin Islands 
• An individual whose parent is a U.S. citizen.* 
• A former alien who has been naturalized as a U.S. citizen 

*Subject to certain conditions under the Child Citizenship Act 
 



Official Definitions (US Citizenship and 
Immigration Services) 
• Legal Permanent Resident: Any person not a citizen of the United States 

who is residing the in the U.S. under legally recognized and lawfully 
recorded permanent residence as an immigrant. Also known as 
"Permanent Resident Alien," "Resident Alien Permit Holder," and "Green 
Card Holder.“ 

 
• Refugee: Generally, any person outside his or her country of nationality 

who is unable or unwilling to return to that country because of 
persecution or a well-founded fear of persecution based on the person’s 
race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group or 
political opinion. For a legal definition of refugee, see section 101(a)(42) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA). 
 



Other Useful Definitions 
• Unaccompanied Immigrant Child (UAC): A person who is under the age 

of 18; lacks lawful immigration status; and either (1) has no parent or 
legal guardian in the United States or (2) has no parent or legal guardian 
in the country who is available to provide care and physical custody of 
the child. 

• Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR): Program of the Administration 
for Children and Families, an office of the US Department of Health and 
Human Services. ORR makes and implements  UAC placement decisions 
by providing for care while in federal custody and  placing UAC with 
qualified sponsors and family members who are determined to be 
capable of providing for the child's physical and mental well-being. 

• ORR Shelter: ORR-funded care provider operated  by non-profit 
organizations, mostly as group homes, where UACs are generally housed 
until they can be placed with a sponsor or family member.  
 



Relevant Federal Laws for UACs 
1. Homeland Security Act of 2002: Formally defined unaccompanied immigrant 

children (UAC) and transferred responsibilities for the care and placement of  UACs 
from the Commissioner of the Immigration and Naturalization Service to the 
Director of the Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR). 
 

2. Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2008 (TVPRA): Requires the 
Department of Homeland Security to screen UACs as potential victims of human 
trafficking, established legal protections, and stipulates that UACs from 
noncontiguous countries be transferred to the care and custody of HHS and placed 
in formal removal proceedings.  
 

3. Flores Settlement Agreement of 1997: Lawsuit against the former Immigration 
and Naturalization Service that established regulations for the humane detention 
and treatment of UACs.  



Quick Facts 

• Approximately 60,000 unaccompanied children have been 
processed at the Southwest border of the United States since 
October 2013, a 100% increase from the previous year. 
Included in this increase is a trend toward more girls and 
younger children. 

• These children are primarily from Central America, including 
El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras and range in age from 
infants to seventeen. 

• Federal law requires that unaccompanied children from non-
bordering countries be given a removal hearing in 
immigration court.  



Federal 
Impact State Impact 

• While awaiting proceedings, unaccompanied 
children are temporarily placed into the care of the 
Department of Health and Human Service’s Office of 
Refugee Resettlement (ORR). The average stay in 
ORR care is between 35-45 days. 

 
• During this time, HHS is responsible for food, 

shelter, education, and health services. 



Federal Impact 
State 

Impact 

• Children are released from HHS to “approved 
sponsors”—typically parents, extended family, or 
family friends—to await proceedings.  

 
• Once children are released to a sponsor, they are 

eligible for enrollment in the local public school and 
certain localities can expect to see an increase in 
student population this school year. 



State-by-State Unaccompanied Children: 
January-July 2014 
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Federal Policy Actions and Proposals 

Recent policies proposed in Congress and the Administration 
concern the following issues:  
1. Amending the legal definitions and process (DHS/HHS 

jurisdiction, court timeline and procedures) 
2. Funding to the Departments of Homeland Security, Health 

and Human Services and Justice, including: 
• Services for UACs to address increased numbers-Transportation, 

shelter, medical care, support services, and grants to state-
licensed facilities for shelter and foster care 

• Border security and deterrence efforts 
• Enforcement of immigration laws  
• Immigration court support (legal representation, judges, staff) 

 
 

 
 



Our Stance: PTA’s Official Position 
Statement on Services for Undocumented 
Children (1996) 
 

The National PTA recognized that the United States began as a 
country of immigrants and that the resulting blend of cultures 
enriches our nation.  The National PTA also believes that all 

children residing in the United States, regardless of their 
immigration status, have the right of access to a quality public 

education, adequate food and shelter, and basic health care 
services. 

 
 
 
 



The National PTA supports the following statements: 
 
• Public schools should not be placed in the position of determining the legal status of immigrant 

children nor be required to enforce immigration laws.  The Immigration and Naturalization 
Service is the federal agency with jurisdiction over federal immigration policy and should bear 
full responsibility for enforcing that policy. 

• It is in the national interest to ensure that all children, including undocumented children, have 
the opportunity to reach their full potential and become productive members of society.  
Access to a free public education is the most effective method of securing this opportunity, and 
should not be denied to any child. 

• National PTA supports the confidentiality of school records, including records that pertain to 
the immigration status of children.  Unrestrained access to school records to determine such 
status can pose a threat of unintended consequences due to any materials in a student’s file 
that may be inaccurate. 

• The federal child nutrition programs, including school meals, offer all childrenregardless of 
immigration statusan important benefit that fights hunger and enhances children’s physical, 
academic, and emotional growth. 

• Federal, state, and local entities have a responsibility to contribute to the well-being of children 
by offering health care and other social services needed in their areas.  Denying these services 
to children, regardless of their citizenship status, can endanger communities and create 
serious health and social concerns. 
 

 



Application of PTA’s Official Position Statement 
to Current Situation 

As PTA believes that every child has the right of 
access to education, adequate food and shelter, 

and basic health care services, PTA supports 
policies that would provide UACs with increased 

access to the services (ex: increased funding 
measures). 

 
Note: PTA’s current position statements do not address legal outcomes 
for UACs, i.e. permanent residency and/or humanitarian legal status. 



Resources Available for States: 

Fact Sheet: Unaccompanied Children-Fact Sheet and 
Resources 

Answers to common questions about the increase of 
unaccompanied children entering the United States from 
Central America including:  
o Federal and state responsibilities 
o Anticipated impact on public schools 
o Federal resources available to address impact 
o Federal response to date 

 

Available at: pta.org/advocacy  



PTA Resources: 
Connecting with Children & Families who Recently 
Immigrated: Putting PTA’s National Standards for Family-School 
Partnerships into Action 
• Tips for local PTAs on how to welcome and support all 

children, families and sponsors who recently immigrated to 
the United States into the community and support student 
success 

• National and community resources that can provide PTAs 
with valuable supports and services to engage families and 
sponsors. 

 
Visit: pta.org/advocacy  



PTA Resources  (continued): 
Connecting with Children & Families who Recently 
Immigrated: Putting PTA’s National Standards for Family-School 
Partnerships into Action 
• Tips for local PTAs on how to welcome and support all 

children, families and sponsors who recently immigrated to 
the United States into the community and support student 
success 

• National and community resources that can provide PTAs 
with valuable supports and services to engage families and 
sponsors. 

 
Visit: pta.org/advocacy  



Partner* Resources and Activities (Examples) 

• League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC):  Border 
Children Relief Project-Provides services to children recently 
placed with approved sponsors 

• Hispanic Heritage Foundation (HHF): READ Project- 
Provides books, toys, and basic necessities 

• Welcoming America: Information about local community 
activities including National Welcoming Week, September 
2014 www.welcomingamerica.org/resources/resources-on-
unaccompanied-children/  

 
*Listed on “Connecting with Children & Families who Recently 
Immigrated” (Available at: pta.org/advocacy) 

http://www.welcomingamerica.org/resources/resources-on-unaccompanied-children/
http://www.welcomingamerica.org/resources/resources-on-unaccompanied-children/
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