
 

 

 

*This is a SAMPLE Initial Application only.*  

**Only applications submitted online at PTA.org/ExcellenceTools by the due date will be 
considered for this cycle of award recipients.** 

If you have any questions, please contact Excellence@PTA.org or call (800) 307-4782. 

 

1. Select the largest number of survey responses collected for each category.  

For example, if most of your responses to Question #1 were in the “Sometimes” 
category, you will choose “Sometimes” and move on to Question #2. We do not need 
actual numbers for this step in the process.  

 Unknown Never Sometimes Frequently Always 

1. Our school has friendly signs inside 
and outside in multiple languages. 

     

2. Our school translates 
communications and provide 
interpreters as needed. 

     

3. Our school encourages families to 
volunteer.  

     

4. Our school shows respect to all 
families regardless of differences 
(e.g. age, gender, race, cultural 
background).  

     

5. Our school communicates with 
families in multiple ways (e.g., 
email, phone, website). 

     

6. Our school provides clear, two-way 
conversations about student 
progress or needs. 

     

7. Our school helps families 
understand how they can support 
their child’s learning.   

     

8. Our school involves parents in 
planning for student transitions 
(e.g. middle school, high school, 
post-secondary, careers). 

     

9. Our school uses technology to 
meet the needs of today’s 
students. 
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 Unknown Never Sometimes Frequently Always 

10. Our school includes students as 
active participants in discussions of 
expectations and work quality (e.g. 
parent teacher conferences).  

     

11. Our school explains the academic 
standards and how the curriculum 
is connected to those standards.  

     

12. Our school informs and encourages 
families to advocate for students at 
the school, local, state or national 
level. 

     

13. Our school listens to families’ 
concerns and demonstrates a 
genuine interest in developing 
solutions.  

     

14. Our school provides information on 
family rights and responsibilities 
under federal and state laws. 

     

15. Our school establishes policies that 
recognize and respect diversity 
(e.g. cultural, ethnic, religious, 
socioeconomic).  

     

16. Our school considers families to be 
equal partners in decision making 
(e.g. policy, curricula, budget, 
safety, personnel).  

     

17. Our school provides families with 
information on our school 
improvement plan. 

     

18. Our school distributes information 
on community resources that serve 
the needs of families within the 
community. 

     

19. Our school has partnerships with 
local businesses, community 
organizations and service groups to 
advance student learning, or assist 
the school or families.  

     

20. Our school is a central part of the 
community.  

     

 
2. Enter the total number of Baseline Surveys collected from your school community. 

 

 

 



 

 

3. Attach a breakdown of your Baseline Survey results. Send us the attachment at 
Excellence@PTA.org with the subject line “[Your School Name]—Baseline Survey 
Results”.  

 
Note: This could be a tally sheet from paper surveys or a link to results from an online 

survey. We do not need all the surveys you collected. This step allows National PTA to 

verify that you collected the results in a valid way. 

4. Pick one focus area for family engagement that you plan to concentrate on in the 
upcoming school year: education, health & safety or arts. Within that broad focus 
area, choose one specific objective that best describes how you will support efforts.  
 
Note: Your customized Roadmap to Excellence will contain guidance from National PTA 

and its partners for the focus area and objective you select. 

Choose one focus area and one corresponding objective from the list below. 

Focus Area: Improve Education 
Objectives: 

 To support implementation of college-and career-ready standards and 
assessment (Common Core State Standards) 

 To increase family engagement supporting student success (literacy, math, 
science) 

 To increase involvement from dads and other male role models 

 To create a culture and climate that welcomes all families 

 To facilitate consistent meaningful two-way communication between families 
and school 

 To grow volunteer opportunities and volunteer participation among families 

 To grow family participation in school wide decision-making 

 To prevent school dropouts 

 To grow family participation in advocacy 

 To engage community partners and raise family awareness of community 
resources 

 
Focus Area: Ensure Health & Safety of Students 
Objectives: 

 To promote healthy lifestyles at home and at school 

 To customize and implement the local school wellness policies   

 To address the problem of hunger among families in the school community 

 To prevent injury at home and at school 

 To promote Internet safety  

 To prevent all forms of bullying and encourage healthy peer relationships  
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 To support students’ emotional and mental well-being 

 To advocate for safer routes to school (bicycling, walking, parking, busing) 

 To ensure emergency preparedness, school and personal safety 

 To prevent student substance abuse 

 To promote teen driver safety 

 To improve the environment for students with allergies, asthma, epilepsy, 
diabetes or other chronic conditions 
 

Focus Area: Support the Arts 
Objectives: 

 To increase access to arts programs 

 To increase available resources for student learning in the arts (supplies, teacher 
resources) 

 To build successful community partnerships 

 To advocate for the value of arts in education 
 

 


