
 

 
 
April 3, 2017  
 
Stephanie Valentine  
Acting Director of the Information Collection Clearance Division 
U.S. Department of Education 
400 Maryland Avenue SW., LBJ, Room 226-62 
Washington, DC 20202-4537 
 
RE: Docket ID number ED-2017-ICCD-0021 
 
Dear Ms. Valentine:  
 
On behalf of National PTA and our 4 million PTA members, we appreciate the opportunity 
to comment on the U.S. Department of Education’s (ED) revised state template for the 
consolidated state plan under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). National PTA is the 
oldest and largest volunteer child advocacy association in the United States with congresses 
in all 50 states, DC, Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico and Europe. Since 1897, National PTA has 
been a strong advocate and a reputable resource for empowering all families to effectively 
engage in their child’s education.  
 
The enactment of ESSA and the ongoing implementation process has allowed parents and 
families more opportunities to be involved in their child’s education at the school, district 
and state level. Through the statutory requirement that parents be “meaningfully 
consulted” as stakeholders in the development of state and local education plans we will 
become closer to making every child’s potential a reality.   
 
National PTA is committed to educating and empowering all families to be active 
participants in the state and local implementation of ESSA to ensure equity and opportunity 
for all students. Our association is extremely disappointed that stakeholder engagement is 
no longer prioritized in the revised consolidated state plan template. The removal of the 
requirement for states to explain how they have engaged stakeholders undermines Section 
1111(a)(1)(A) of ESSA, which requires state education agencies to meaningfully consult a 
wide variety of stakeholders that are vital to the implementation and success of the law.  
 
The U.S. Department of Education must require a description of stakeholder engagement in 
its ESSA consolidated state plan template, including who was consulted, what they were 
consulted on and how stakeholder feedback was incorporated into the state 
plan. Furthermore, it is imperative that states explain to all stakeholders -especially to 
parents and families- how students and schools will be impacted under the new state 
accountability system.  
 



 

 
Authentic and robust stakeholder engagement must occur at all levels—the state, school 
district and at school—so that there is transparency and accountability for the educational 
system and opportunities provided to our nation’s youth.    
 
State education agencies (SEAs) should provide the necessary support and oversight of local 
education agency (LEA) plans to ensure authentic stakeholder engagement also occurs at 
the school district level. Within the description of stakeholder engagement in the state plan, 
the state should describe how it will provide guidance and best practices for stakeholder 
engagement so that school districts create strong LEA plans that meet the needs of all 
students in their communities.   
 
Parents and their children are consumers of our nation’s public education system, and 
parents are essential partners in education. However, they haven’t always been included at 
the decision-making table, which has caused confusion, mistrust and backlash when new 
initiatives—whether at the federal, state and local level—have been considered and 
implemented. We have learned from the implementation of other education initiatives that 
engaging all stakeholders— especially parents—is critical, not optional. Stakeholders, 
particularly parents, play an critical role in the successful implementation of ESSA and 
ensuring that all children receive a quality education by providing valuable input and 
holding states and districts accountable.   
 
Through meaningful consultation of all stakeholders, states and school districts can provide 
a blueprint to improve education, provide educational equity for all children and make sure 
every child is prepared for long-term success through ESSA. It is imperative that the 
consolidated state plan template requires a clear and thorough description of how 
stakeholders were engaged to develop the state plan.  
 
National PTA is committed to educating and empowering all parents and families to be 
engaged in their child’s education, and specifically be involved in the ESSA implementation 
process. Our association values our strong and long-standing relationship with ED and we 
look forward to continuing to collaborate to make every child’s potential a reality. Please do 
not hesitate to contact Jacki Ball, Director of Government Affairs, at jball@pta.org or (703) 
518-1243 to answer any questions or provide further input as needed.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

  
Laura M. Bay        Nathan R. Monell, CAE 
President       Executive Director 
National PTA       National PTA  
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