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of low-income families 
in the US have no age 
appropriate books in 
their homes for children.i

61%
Parents who role-model good reading  
habits have a greater impact on a child’s 
reading skills than household income.ii

40%Nearly                       of parents  
say their child does not spend enough time 
reading for fun.iii 

of children get ideas from 
their parents for books to 
read for fun.iv

73% 50%
of children say they  
would read more  
books for fun if  
they had greater  
access to ebooks.v

8
People with e-readers read   
  books more per year,  
  on average, than those  
  without an e-reader.vi

28 points
Where parent engagement is high, classrooms 

score 
above the  
national average.vii

Family Engagement  
is Key to Reading  
Success

In the U.S., one-third of all public 
school fourth graders score below 
basic reading levels and nearly half 
of all parents express concern that 
their children do not read enough 
for fun.  While these figures are 
staggering, the solution is simple. 
Studies show that when parents 
read with their children and provide 
access to books, children read more 
and classroom scores rise  
significantly. 

That’s why National PTA and Kindle 
are working together to help families 
get more involved in their children’s 
reading and enhance their emerging 
interest in books.
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Program Goal 

Family engagement and early literacy skills are two critical factors that determine children’s success,  
in school and beyond. The PTA Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle is a national program  
that brings these two elements together by engaging families of children in Grades K–5 in fun,  
school-based literacy events. These special events are uniquely designed to teach parents about  
reading fundamentals and give them tools to help their children become life-long readers.

Program Methodology
PTA’s National Standards for Family-School Partnerships
The National PTA designs every program in a way that helps local  
PTAs partner with schools to achieve the PTA National Standards  
for Family-School Partnerships. (See diagram on right)

Through the PTA Family Reading Experience, local PTAs and schools welcome families into the school for 
a night of two-way communication with teachers about the ways to support student success in reading. 
Families leave with the information they need to speak up on behalf of their children and share power 
in important decision-making related to their children’s education. PTAs collaborate with community 
organizations, such as local libraries, to expand ways families can enhance their children’s reading skills.

PTA Family Reading Experience Themes
PTA Family Reading Experience has two grade-specific kits – one for grades K-2  
and one for grades 3-5. Kits are available in four fun themes. The themes are  
integrated into the educational lessons presented, as well as the event décor,  
promotion, refreshments and accompanying activities.

PTA Family Reading Experience Themes

On a Safari Out of This World

Under the Sea Around the World

PTA Family Reading Experience Stations
For students to be college- and career-ready, they must be proficient in reading, writing, listening,  
speaking, and effective use of language in different settings. That is why in many states, literacy instruction 
spans across all school subjects, including math, science and social studies. Even with this shift in  
instruction, the domains of literacy continue to be important building blocks for developing reading skills. 
In addition, technology is an important teaching instrument for reading.

The PTA Family Reading Experience has six interactive stations to help families explore the mechanics of 
reading, effective use of language, and role of technology so that they know what to practice at home 
and how to nurture passion for reading outside of school.

   Station 1:  Phonemic Awareness 
     Rhyme BINGO (K-2) engages families in identifying individual sounds  
     in spoken words.  

   Station 2: Phonics 
     Consonant Toss (K-2) and Compound Construction (3-5) engage families  
     in putting sounds together to make words.  

   Station 3: Fluency
     Sight Word Tic Tac Toe (K-2) and Punctuation Toss (3-5) engage families  
     in the ways to recognize words automatically and group words to make the  
     meaning more clear and with expression using punctuation cues. 

   Station 4: Comprehension
     Picture the Character/Setting (K-2), Words in Context (3-5) and 
     Storytelling (3-5) engage families in demonstrating an understanding of  
     text through conversation, such as retelling the story, responding, predicting,  
     making connections and answering questions.  

   Station 5: Vocabulary
     Create a Match (K-2) and Vocabulary Anchor (3-5) engage families to  
     explore what specific words mean, as well as word-learning strategies  
     such as knowing the meanings of word parts (e.g., base words, suffixes)  
     and using context clues and dictionaries to understand new words.  

   Station 6: Technology
     Definition Expedition (K-2, 3-5) engages families in using technology to  
     expand reading skills, while growing a love for reading.

PTA.org/Excellence
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Program Results
PTA Family Reading Experience Kindle Donation
National PTA was grateful to receive a donation of more than 1,000 Kindles as part of its sponsorship 
from Kindle. 

Sets of 10 Kindles were distributed across 32 states* to 85 local PTAs with high concentrations of 
students who qualify to receive free and reduced price lunch. Additionally, 10 sets of Kindles were 
distributed to local PTAs who agreed to pilot the materials before the national launch.

Demographic Breakdown of Students at PTA Schools Receiving Kindles by Race/Ethnicity
 • 100% are Title I schools
 • An average 60% of students enrolled at schools  
   qualify to receive free or reduced price lunch

PTA Family Reading Experience Evaluation Outcomes
The following data was generated from evaluation surveys submitted by pilot participants and PTAs  
receiving Kindle donations. From March 2013 to June 2014, nearly 6,000 families attended approximately 
170 PTA Family Reading Experience events. 

Survey Says: PTA Family Reading Experience is a hit!
More than half of families who attended the 170 PTA Family Reading Experience events responded to 
post-event surveys – generating a total of 3,019 responses.

* States receiving Kindles 
   are in orange

42% Caucasian

6% Other

22% Hispanic/Latino

23% Black/African American

1% American Indian

6% Asian American/Pacific Islander
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Program Results
PTA Family Reading Experience Nationwide Reach
National PTA deployed a comprehensive communications plan to promote the PTA Family Reading 
Experience to PTAs, educators and families since its launch in March 2013.

Strategy #1: Digital Toolkit at PTA.org/FamilyReading

       28,049 page views and 
       8,238 downloads

Strategy #2: Traditional Media Outreach
The PTA Family Reading Experience has been covered in approximately 30 media outlets across the 
country. The announcement garnered more than 71 million impressions and resulted in approximately 
$10,000 in estimated advertising equivalency. Some of the coverage received includes the following:

 • 10 Ways to Engage Children and Families in Reading With the Power of Technology   
    Huffington Post - March 31, 2014 (40,903,800 impressions)
 •  National PTA and Amazon Team Up to Support Family Reading  
    Reuters - Feb. 28, 2013 (27,971,186 impressions)
 •  Amazon’s Kindle Sponsoring National PTA Reading Program  
    Geek Wire - Feb 28, 2014 (549,134 impressions)
 •  Amazon, PTA Partner on National Reading Effort  
    Ed Week - March 4, 2013 (549,134 impressions)
 • The Power of Technology to Organize and Engage
    Media Planet - August 2013 (1,674,306 impressions)

Strategy #3: Social Media Outreach
   

Strategy #4: Direct Outreach to State, Regional  
and Local PTAs
National PTA promoted Family Reading Experience a  
number of ways to its State PTAs, Regional PTAs and 
Local PTAs. The results include:
 • On-stage promotion of PTA Family Reading  
   Experience and two workshops were featured at 
   National PTA Conventions in 2013 and 2014; the  
   workshops were the highest rated each year  
   among attendees  
 • 54 State PTA Conventions included mentions of  
   PTA Family Reading Experience and many  
   featured the program during workshops 
 • 4 Web banners on PTA.org generated a total of  
   955,492 impressions and 4,842 clicks
 • 15 E-newsletter promotions with 18% open rate  
   and more than 120,000 impressions
 • 4 blogs about PTA Family Reading Experience on  
   PTA’s One Voice Blog 
 • Two articles, one full page ad, and one half page ad in Our Children magazine, which reaches more  
   than 24,000 PTA leaders
 • 1,401 views  of PTA Family Reading Experience webinar posted on PTA.org/FamilyReading
 • Digital ad on PTA.org with 955,492 impressions and 4,842 clicks   

Strategy #5: National Partnerships
National PTA leveraged its collaborations with other national organizations to promote PTA Family Reading 
Experience. For example, National PTA collaborated with First Book to offer PTA Family Reading Experience 
materials to their constituents, which includes more than 14,900 individuals or organizations affiliated with PTA.

National PTA also participated in a webinar hosted by the Alliance for Excellent Education to promote 
PTA’s Family Reading Experience as part of Digital Learning Day.

Finally, National PTA promoted the program through its membership in the Learning First Alliance, a collaboration 
of leading education organizations representing more than 10 million members dedicated to improving 
student learning in America’s public schools.

Sixteen Facebook posts were 
liked 1,617 times, shared 
1,889 times, and reached 
more than 39,000 followers.

50 tweets with  
#PTAreads and  
#Family Reading

More than  
110 repins  
and likes!

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/sherri-wilson/10-ways-to-engage-children-and-families-in-reading-with-the-power-of-technology_b_5065519.html
http://standardspeaker.com/community/happenings-jan-8-1.1612994
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/02/28/idUSnMKW91494a+1c0+MKW20130228
http://www.geekwire.com/2013/amazons-kindle-exclusive-sponsor-national-pta-program/
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/DigitalEducation/2013/03/
http://www.classroomtechnologynews.com/family-engagement/the-power-of-technology-to-organize-and-engage


2013-2014 PTA® Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle 2013-2014 PTA® Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle10 11

Testimonials 

Nova Dwight D. Eisenhower Elementary PTA  
Davie, FL 
“The PTA Family Reading Experience empowers families  
to support children’s literacy development with a focus  
on reading in their everyday lives. During this fun and  
interactive program, families had an opportunity to  
explore how learning to read and write begins and is  
supported at home and how families are children’s first  
and most important teachers and role models. 

Our school community plays an important role in  
guiding parents and family members as they realize  
how much knowledge they have to offer. The materials  
and resources from the PTA Family Reading Experience  
provided practical strategies for parents to use with  
their children. Teachers also had the opportunity to  
learn from families as they shared their wisdom,  
knowledge, and experiences.” 

Charlotte Hill Elementary School PTA  
Las Vegas, NV 
“It is very rewarding to see engaged parents who want  
to help their students and encourage them in their  
education. I was thrilled with how many parents asked  
to take copies of the activities home to be repeated  
with their kids.” 

Weatherly Area PTA 
Weatherly, PA
“Our PTA loved the On a Safari theme. It was easy to  
decorate and dress up in that theme and our prizes for  
completing each station were Safari animal-related.” 

Tarrallton Elementary School PTA  
Norfolk, VA  
“Compound Construction – the students beat out their  
parents so bad on this one! It was funny how some  
parents tried to put together words to get more points  
that were not really words. This was probably the most  
competitive station!” 

Corona Ranch Elementary PTA  
Corona, CA 
“The parents enjoyed learning about the E-readers.  
Technology can be intimidating at times so I think it  
was helpful to have a demonstration with the parents  
and children.”

Francis W. Parker PTA  
Indianapolis, IN 
“Everyone had a great time!  Families had so much fun.  
They can’t wait to do it again.”

(Above) Parents and children participate in the first PTA Family  
Reading Night Pilot in Baltimore, MD (Feburary 2013)

(Above) The provided Kindles and activity sheets were in high demand 
for the PTA Family Reading Night Pilot in Albuquerque, NM 
(Feburary 2013)
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