
June 15, 2020 
 
 
 
The Honorable Peter DeFazio    The Honorable Sam Graves 

Chairman      Ranking Member 

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 

U.S. House of Representatives   U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, DC  20515    Washington, DC  20515 

 

 

Dear Chairman DeFazio and Ranking Member Graves: 

 

As your Committee prepares to markup H.R. 2, the INVEST in America Act, we ask that you take bold 

action to address our nation’s truck parking crisis. Our organizations represent remarkably diverse 

segments of the trucking industry, but we all agree that the truck parking shortage is a serious safety 

issue that must be fully addressed in the next surface transportation reauthorization. 

 

Reps. Mike Bost (R-IL) and Angie Craig (D-MN) have taken the lead on bipartisan legislation – H.R. 

6104, the Truck Parking Safety Improvement Act – that would devote much-needed funding to expand 

truck parking capacity. Through a competitive grant program that encourages innovative solutions, 

H.R. 6104 would provide $755 million to truck parking projects across the country. 

 

While we certainly appreciate the Committee’s decision to authorize $250 million in Fiscal Year 2023 

for truck parking projects in H.R. 2, we believe that more must be done to ensure there is a robust, long-

term solution in place. Therefore, we urge the Committee to include H.R. 6104’s funding levels as part 

of the INVEST in America Act during markup. This legislation provides the funding levels and 

multiple-year authorization necessary to begin resolving this growing safety problem, which not only 

affects our members, but all highway users. 

 

In 2015, the Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) Jason’s Law Survey recognized the nation’s 

lack of truck parking had become a serious highway safety concern for motor carriers and the driving 

public. Thirty-six state DOTs acknowledged that a shortage of parking existed in their jurisdictions. 

Unfortunately, the problem has only worsened since then. States and local communities across the 

country continue to struggle to maintain existing capacity, let alone keep pace with increasing demand. 

 

More than 75 percent of truck drivers regularly experience problems finding a safe parking location 

when they need rest, with 90 percent struggling to find parking during night hours when demand is 

highest. Not only does this shortage of parking create dangers for professional drivers, it also creates 

hazards for other motorists when truckers are forced to park on the shoulders or ramps of highways. 

Difficulty finding parking also has a negative economic impact on drivers, as they must dedicate extra 

time to find parking when they could otherwise use their limited driving hours to complete their work. 

 

States may currently use federal funds from Highway Trust Fund programs to address the lack of truck 

parking. Unfortunately, most states have not made these projects a priority. At a time when truckers 

have put their well-being on the line to keep our country healthy, safe, and productive during the 

coronavirus emergency, we believe Congress must take action to improve one of the most serious 



concerns facing motor carriers of all sizes. It is rare that such a diverse coalition of stakeholders in the 

trucking industry are in agreement, but this is an issue where we all fully recognize the clear safety 

implications of failing to act. Therefore, we ask that the Committee include H.R. 6104’s funding levels 

as part of the INVEST in America Act. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Agricultural and Food Transporters Conference 

American Moving and Storage Association  

American Trucking Associations 

Automobile Carriers Conference 

Government Freight Conference 

Intermodal Motor Carriers Conference 

International Association of Movers  

National Motor Freight Traffic Association 

National Motorists Association 

National Tank Truck Carriers 

Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association 

Specialized Carriers & Rigging Association 

Truckload Carriers Association 

Transportation Intermediaries Association 

U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

 

 

cc: Members of the House Committee on Transportation & Infrastructure 


