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1.0 Preamble 

 

The AAA has held Roster status at the United Nations for a number of years, though it has rarely 

been used either by the AAA as an organization or by its constituent bodies or members to 

actively participate in UN activities. In January 2013, President Leith Mullings created an ad hoc 

committee (Committee on Procedures for Use of AAA UN NGO Status) charged with 

developing guidelines and recommendations for facilitating participation, and specifically with 

drafting procedures for consideration of requests from members or AAA constituent bodies to 

use AAA’s Roster status for specific purposes.  

 

This report contains the following sections:  

1) Background information on NGO involvement in UN activities, and on the AAA’s status 

among recognized NGOs;  

2) Information on the types of activities that status permits;  

3) A proposal for procedures to be adopted by the AAA to be used by AAA constituent bodies or 

members who wish to participate in UN activities via AAA accreditation;  

4) A briefing document in the form of an FAQ which the committee suggests the AAA make 

available to members in order to help them orient themselves with respect to UN engagement; 

5) A draft proposal for permanent engagement. 

 

2.0 Background information on AAA accreditation 

 

The UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) authorizes NGOs to act in observational and 

consultative capacities at the UN. At the recommendation of the UN Committee on Non-

Governmental Organizations, ECOSOC placed the American Anthropological Association on 

the Roster of recognized NGOs in 2004. Placement on the Roster opens the door to the 

opportunities for engagement with the organizations associated with ECOSOC, the Department 

of Public Information (DPI), as well as other UN agencies and bodies. 
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The following text is from Part III of the ECOSOC Resolution 1996 (accessed 5 March 2013), 

and shows how Roster placement (item 24), which is the form relevant to the AAA, is one of 

three forms of engagement. We provide the full text so that you can see where the AAA’s Roster 

status fits in the range of possible forms of engagement. Items 22 and 23 refer to general or 

special consultative status, which the AAA does not have. 

22.- Organizations that are concerned with most of the activities of the Council and its 

subsidiary bodies and can demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Council that they have 

substantive and sustained contributions to make to the achievement of the objectives of 

the United Nations in fields set out in paragraph 1 above, and are closely involved with 

the economic and social life of the peoples of the areas they represent and whose 

membership, which should be considerable, is broadly representative of major segments 

of society in a large number of countries in different regions of the world shall be known 

as organizations in general consultative status. 

23.- Organizations that have a special competence in, and are concerned specifically 

with, only a few of the fields of activity covered by the Council and its subsidiary bodies, 

and that are known within the fields for which they have or seek consultative status shall 

be known as organizations in special consultative status. 

24.- Other organizations that do not have general or special consultative status but that 

the Council, or the Secretary-General of the United Nations in consultation with the 

Council or its Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations, considers can make 

occasional and useful contributions to the work of the Council or its subsidiary bodies or 

other United Nations bodies within their competence shall be included in a list (to be 

known as the Roster).  This list may also include organizations in consultative status or a 

similar relationship with a specialized agency or a United Nations body.  These 

organizations shall be available for consultation at the request of the Council or its 

subsidiary bodies.  The fact that an organization is on the Roster shall not in itself be 

regarded as a qualification for general or special consultative status should an 

organization seek such status. 

The following text is drawn from the Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship with the 

United Nations text entitled NGO participation arrangements at the UN and in other agencies of 

the UN System (CONGO, 2006, accessed 5 March 2013). It shows what forms of engagement 

apply to each category of recognized NGO. Note that only the third applies to the AAA.  

 

- The general consultative status (§ 22) is granted to NGOs that are concerned with most 

of the activities of the Economic and Social Council and its subsidiary bodies and which 

are broadly representative of major segments of society at the international level. NGOs 

in general consultative status can take the floor during meetings of ECOSOC and its 

subsidiary bodies, circulate written relevant documents not exceeding 2,000 words and 

propose to the Council Committee on NGOs to request the Secretary-General to place 

items in the provisional agenda of the Council. 
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- The special consultative status (§ 23) is granted to organisations having special 

competence, and which are concerned with only a few of the fields of activity covered by 

the Council and its subsidiary bodies. They are allowed to circulate written documents 

relevant to the issue at stake not exceeding 500 words to ECOSOC and 2,000 words to 

subsidiary bodies. They are also allowed to make oral statements before subsidiary 

bodies of interest for their field of activities. 

 

- The inclusion on a Roster List (§ 24) is open to non-governmental organisations able to 

make occasional and useful contributions to the work of the Council or its subsidiary 

bodies within their competence. Resolution 1996/31 also established a bridge for NGOs 

granted with a consultative status before any other specialised agency or subsidiary body 

of the United Nations since those NGOs can also be registered on the Roster List. NGOs 

on the Roster can provide the Economic and Social Council with written statements when 

invited to do so by the UN Secretary General.  

 

According to Resolution 1996/31, this entitles the AAA and its representatives to the following 

(from UN NGO Accreditation):   

 

--Organizations on the Roster may have representatives present at open meetings that are 

concerned with matters within their field of competence. 

 

--The Secretary-General in consultation with the President of the Council or the Council 

Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations may invite organizations on the Roster to 

submit written statements. 

 

--On the recommendation of the Secretary-General and at the request of the Commission or other 

subsidiary organs, organizations on the Roster may also be heard by the commission or other 

subsidiary organs.  

 

--Non-governmental organizations in general consultative status, special consultative status and 

on the Roster, that express their wish to attend the relevant international conferences convened 

by the United Nations and the meetings of the preparatory bodies of the said conferences shall as 

a rule be accredited for participation. 

 

Organizations in general consultative status and special consultative status shall submit to the 

Council Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations through the Secretary-General every 

fourth year a brief report of their activities, specifically as regards the support they have given to 

the work of the United Nations. Based on findings of the Committee's examination of the report 

and other relevant information, the Committee may recommend to the Council any 

reclassification in status of the organization concerned as it deems appropriate. However, under 

exceptional circumstances, the Committee may ask for such a report from an individual 

organization in general consultative status or special consultative status or on the Roster, 

between the regular reporting dates;  
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The Secretary-General may request organizations in general consultative status and special 

consultative status and those on the Roster to carry out specific studies or prepare specific 

papers, subject to the relevant financial regulations. 

 

--The Secretary-General shall be authorized, within the means at his disposal, to offer to non-

governmental organizations in consultative relationship facilities that include:  

 

  

(a) Prompt and efficient distribution of such documents of the Council and its 

subsidiary bodies as shall in the judgment of the Secretary-General be appropriate; 

(b) Access to the press documentation services provided by the United Nations; 

(c) Arrangement of informal discussions on matters of special interest to groups or 

organizations; 

(d) Use of the libraries of the United Nations; 

(e) Provision of accommodation for conferences or smaller meetings of consultative 

organizations on the work of the Economic and Social Council; 

(f) Appropriate seating arrangements and facilities for obtaining documents during 

public meetings of the General Assembly dealing with matters in the economic, 

social and related fields."  

 

(We note that as a matter of practice, the AAA would seek such authorization from the 

Secretariat of the relevant UN entity and UN-NGO liaison offices.) 

 

3.0 Types of involvement in UN Activities (informed by Working with ECOSOC: an NGOs guide 

to Consultative Status, accessed 5 March 2013).  

 

The participation at the UN of the AAA and its constituent organizations and members is for the 

purpose of sharing scholarly or scientific work based on research and/or practice on specific 

topics in which anthropology offers special expertise and to take informed research-based 

positions on issues on which the AAA as an organization and its constituent members have 

recognized expertise, whether at UN meetings, conferences or other activities.  

 

Requests for participation in UN activities, in accordance with Roster status can come from three 

sources:  a) decisions made by the AAA as as an organization to participate in UN NGO-related 

activities with formal representation of the membership; b) interests expressed by constituent 

organizations (sections, committees and special interest groups); and c) individual members with 

scholarly and/or practice expertise in a specific substantive area.  

 

The first form would require an organizational decision to institutionalize its participation as 

representative of the entire membership. A proposal for this is found in section 5.0 of this report. 

Section 3 lays out proposed procedures for the second and third types of participation. 

 

4.0 Proposed procedures for requesting participation from AAA constituent groups or individual 

members 

 

4.1 Requests from sections, interest groups, task forces or committees.  Any section, interest 

group, task force or committee of the AAA can request participation in the above general 



 5 

categories of activities from the EB evaluation committee.  A request for participation should 

include the following: 

 

a. Statement of purpose 

b. Description of relevant scholarship or scientific work based on research and/or 

practice 

c. Designation of representatives 

d. Designation of financial support for member representation 

e. Specification of focus of representation  

f. Plan of action (including observation, written and oral presentations if invited; special 

events, and planned meeting and conference attendance, timeline) 

g. Statement of agreement with established AAA EB policies (in particular, the 

Procedures for Advocacy and Policy Statements) with respect to preparation and 

review of written and oral reports to be presented at the UN  

h. Plans for reporting to EB 

 

4.2 Individual Requests. An individual member (or a group of individual members) of the AAA 

may request accreditation from the AAA for the purposes of attending the UN as (an) observer(s) 

(including for purposes of data collection) or participating in UN activities. A request for 

participation should include the following: 

  

a. Statement of purpose 

b. Description of relevant scholarship, or scientific work based on research and/or 

practice 

c. Designation of representative(s), including a c.v. and contact information for three 

references (students must also provide a brief letter from their supervisor); 

Designation of financial support for member representation 

d. Specification of the UN entity the applicant wises to engage with 

e. Plan of action (including observation, written and oral presentations if invited; special 

events, and planned meeting and conference attendance, timeline) 

f. Statement of agreement with established AAA EB policies, in particular, the 

Procedures for Advocacy and Policy Statements with respect to preparation and 

review of written and oral reports to be presented at the UN; and with the Statement 

on Ethics with respect to data collection; 

g. If observation is for data collection purposes: statement of nature of research and a 

copy of ethical review board authorization or equivalent;  

h. Plans for reporting to EB 

N.B. The EB may request further information at its discretion. 

 

4.3 Review Process for Requests 

 

1. A three-member AAA-UN subcommittee of the EB will be established that consists of 

EB members appointed by the President; it may also include one non-EB member. The 

subcommittee reports to the EB. The President or the President Elect is a voting member 

of the subcommittee.  
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2. The AAA-UN subcommittee will review all applications for involvement and 

recommend approval/disapproval/re-review by the EB. The EB will make the final 

decision regarding representation. Applications must be received at least three weeks 

before the activity start date. Exceptions can be made to this timeline at the discretion of 

the AAA President or his/her designate. 

3. Reports of any kind drafted by AAA delegates for submission to the UN will be 

reviewed by the EB at least two weeks before the submission date. The final version will 

be filed with the AOC upon submission to the UN.  

4. Emergent activities. The AAA EB subcommittee will designate contact people for any 

approved delegate, in case of need to obtain authorization for input during the course of 

engagement. If it is not possible to obtain approval, the delegate must go on record as 

speaking in personal capacity. not as a representative of AAA positions. 

 

5.0 Proposed FAQ  

 

We suggest posting the following background information along with the suggested procedures 

for individuals or groups informing themselves about using AAA UN NGO status. 

 

1. What does it mean for an NGO to have Consultative Status with the UN Economic and 

Social Council (ECOSOC)? 
 

Having Consultative Status enables the AAA to have representation at meetings of ECOSOC and 

its subsidiary bodies as well as at meetings of related UN agencies and bodies. It also gives the 

AAA potential participation with the UN Department of Public Information, which does 

outreach to expand awareness of - and information about - the United Nations. 

Consultative status also confers eligibility for a grounds pass, enabling access to the UN and the 

wide range of deliberations, events and activities that take place there.  

2. Why is it important for the AAA to have Consultative Status? 

 

Consultative Status with the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) provides the 

possibility to have substantive input in the form of written and oral comments and provide 

information and analysis in areas that can fruitfully be informed by anthropological expertise. As 

a representative, it is also possible to participate as an expert as part of an official panel or 

roundtable on a particular topic.  

3. What kind of representation can NGOs, including the AAA, have at the UN? 

  

Consultative Status allows the AAA to obtain five annual grounds passes in New York, five in 

Geneva and five in Vienna, as well as two passes for the Chief Administrative Officer and 

President or Chief Officer of the AAA. Annual passes give access to UN grounds and many UN 

activities. 

In addition there are short-term passes for particular events/activities for up to three months. 

4. How can the AAA’s Consultative Status benefit individual AAA members? 

https://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/
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AAA members in good standing can utilize the opportunity for participation in UN activities to 

share expertise and further research and understanding in areas of interest.  

5. How do I find out about negotiations, events and discussions taking place 

concerning those issues that relate to my area of expertise? 

 

In order to determine where and when a particular area of expertise is relevant, it is necessary to 

look on the UN website, at a variety of calendars and announcements as well as explore the 

websites of different UN Bodies, Agencies, Departments and Divisions, e.g., the Department for 

Economic and Social Affairs, the Human Rights Council or the various NGO umbrella groups 

that coordinate civil society activity in different UN bodies (e.g., Mandat International for the 

Human Rights Council). Some UN websites offer RSS feeds that provide news of upcoming 

events and programs. 

 

6. What are the ways I can participate in UN activities? 

  

As a member of the AAA it is possible to: 1) attend as an observer and contribute to relevant 

official meetings, 2) work with and through an NGO Committee that deals with the issues in 

which you have an interest, or 3) work informally with other NGO and civil society partners.   

7. How do I go about registering for a particular event (conference, meeting, etc.)? 

 

Each Body, Department or Division has its own procedures regarding dates by which registration 

is necessary and specific procedures for attending; they are posted on UN websites. These need 

to be ascertained by the individual beforehand. For specific events, AAA staff will help register 

you and provide accreditation materials.  Those with annual passes have ongoing access to the 

UN and may attend most events without registering. In general, registration is desirable in order 

that the organization is credited with its attendance and engagement. In some cases, secondary 

passes are also required. 

8. Who is responsible for getting the information about UN events? 

 

This is the responsibility of the person who desires to attend. 

 

9. May I make an oral presentation for the record or submit an official written 

statement? 

 

An individual may not deliver any type of official statement unless the statement intended to be 

delivered is vetted by the Board (see Procedures for requesting participation from AAA 

constituent groups or individual members). 

 

10.   What expectations does the AAA have as a result of my participation as its 

representative? 

 

An annual report is expected from those holding an annual pass. Those attending specific events 

are expected to report to the AAA on the official meetings which they attend, according to the 

http://esango.un.org/irene/ecosoc.html?page=calendarList
http://www.un.org/events/calendar/
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/index.htmlAffairs
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/index.htmlAffairs
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/HRCIndex.aspx
http://www.welcomedesk.org/index.php?lang=en&page=ngoparticipation


 8 

agreement entered into at the moment of AAA authorization; see Procedures for requesting 

participation from AAA constituent groups or individual members.  

 

11.   How do I become a member of an NGO Committee?  

 

Official NGO Committees are part of the Conference of NGOs with Consultative relationship 

with the United Nations (CoNGO). Committees meet once a month and information can be 

found by contacting the relevant Committee Chairs.  

12. How do I partner with other NGOs? 

 

Either through work on NGO Committees or through individual contacts made through 

participating in activities in and around the UN. 

 

13. What kind of activities might I be involved with as a partner with other NGOs or 

government representatives?  

 

Many UN official meetings have side events organized by NGOs and governments in relation to 

the negotiations. Side events are largely educational and draw both other NGOs and government 

representatives.  

 

NGOs also work together and with governments to bring attention to specific issues and to lobby 

governments to take particular positions. 

6.0 Proposal for permanent representation  

 

The Committee recommends reinvigorating its NGO status at the UN. This is an important way 

to raise the visibility of the AAA and anthropology as a discipline, collaborate with sister 

organizations and the WCAA, and contribute to global policy and practice in key areas. Our 

specific recommendations are: 

1. To maintain our Roster status and develop involvement with ECOSOC and the 

Department of Public Information (DPI) and, in particular in the following areas: 1) 

with ECOSOC, to participate in various UN activities, contribute to « draft outcome 

documents », through oral and written statements, including drafting and revision of 

committee and commission documents that help set agendas for priority issues to be 

discussed, and organization and participation in panels and fora; 2) to participate in 

the dissemination of educational information pertaining to civil society,.;  

2.  To name at least one representative to ECOSOC (five are allowed) and one to the 

DPI (which allows two). Ideally, however, the AAA should try to name as many 

representatives as are permitted. Each representative should have a term of three 

years (renewable). They should be charged with: advising the EB (through its sub-

committee) about UN priorities and activities and carrying out EB directives 

regarding involvement in ECOSOC, DPI, or other UN entities. At least one 

representative should live close to the UN in order to maintain an active presence. 

http://www.ngocongo.org/committees/
http://www.ngocongo.org/committees/
http://www.wcaanet.org/
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3. To explore, possibly in conjunction with the WCAA, hiring two doctoral students as 

research assistants. If these assistants receive passes, then that would reduce by two 

the number of representatives the AAA appoints. 

4. To explore, possibly in conjunction with the WCAA, the possibility of joining the UN 

Conference on NGOs with Consultative Relationship with the United Nations 

(CoNGO), an umbrella organization, which promotes the involvement of NGOs in 

the UN, including the organization of various NGO committees. 

 

7.0 Conclusion  

 

The Committee asks the EB to consider each element of this report separately. We ask you to 

consider our suggestions for: 1) procedures for use of AAA NGO status; 2) provision of 

background information to interested members; and 3) increased presence and involvement. The 

third might be approved in principle, as a preliminary to further exploration. 
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