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WAR OF THE WORLDVIEWS #21 

 

“KINGDOM VIOLENCE” 

 

I. Introduction: A Seeming Contradiction 

 

   A. Kingdom Violence? 

 

 1. As we grieve over the increase of violence in our culture, we need to 

remember that there is a kind of spiritual violence by which we press into the 

Kingdom of God.  

 

 2. Our text is in Matthew 11, a chapter where Jesus is teaching about the 

ministry of John the Baptist. Verse 12 in the King James Bible says… 

 

And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven 

suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force. 

Matthew 11:12     KJV 

 

 3. The problem interpreting this verse is the meaning of the word “suffers”. 

 

  a. It sounds like Jesus is saying that His kingdom “suffers” violence 

by being attacked by its enemies; but that is NOT what it means. 

  b. The verb form in Greek tells us that the Kingdom of God is under 

assault by violent men and that the violent take it by force!  

  c. But the “violent” can’t be its enemies because we know that no 

enemy will ever be able to take God’s Kingdom; the “violent” here are not its 

enemies but its friends!  

 

“A share in the heavenly kingdom is sought for with the most ardent zeal and 

the most intense exertion…the violent get a share in the Kingdom of God by 

the utmost earnestness and effort.” 

Thayer’s Greek Lexicon   

 

 4. The more modern translations reflect this… 

 

From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been 

forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it. 

Matthew 11:12     NIV 
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From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been 

suffering violence, and the violent have been seizing it by force. 

Matthew 11:12     HCSB 

 

  a. I like the paraphrase from the Amplified Bible: 

 

And from the days of John the Baptist until the present time, the kingdom of 

heaven has endured violent assault, and violent men seize it by force [as a 

precious prize — a share in the heavenly kingdom is sought with most ardent 

zeal and intense exertion]. 

Matthew 11:12     AMP 

 

 5. Jesus is painting a powerful picture of what we are calling “kingdom 

violence”; that we lay hold of the kingdom like men attacking a city. 

 

  a. Our great church fathers commented…   

 

“And from the days of John — That is, from the time that John had fulfilled 

his ministry, men rush into my kingdom with a violence like that of those who 

are taking a city by storm. 

John Wesley 

 

“The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence—like the violence of an army 

taking a city by storm, or of a crowd bursting into a house, so the violent take 

it by force. The meaning of this we have in the parallel place, Luke 16:16, 

(where Jesus said), ‘Since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and 

every man presses into it’.” 

Matthew Henry 

 

 6. In the context of Matthew 11, Jesus had rebuked the smug, self-satisfied 

complacency of the Pharisees, the religious people who felt like they had it made; 

on the other hand, He praises the sinners who heard the Gospel and went after it! 

 

“These publicans, harlots, and Gentile sinners, who might seem intruders are 

those violently in love with Christ, and eagerly desirous of salvation by him; 

these having the Gospel preached to them…greedily grasped at it, and 

embraced it.” 

John Gill 
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 7. Jesus praises John, the radical prophet who called for a radical repentance 

that “lays the axe to the root”; Spurgeon called it “holy violence”. 

 

“A holy violence had been introduced by John, and our Lord would have all 

those who would obtain the kingdom capture it by the same passionate 

eagerness. The time was come to end indifference, and put on a holy resolution 

as to the things of God.” 

Charles Spurgeon 

 

   B. Personal Observations 

 

 1. Some may mistake this message for salvation by works; that we have to 

force God to save us because we’re busy about our religion. 

 

 2. If I speak of a “holy violence” that presses into the kingdom, I run the risk 

of being misheard. 

 

 3. There is a difference between being born into the kingdom and “pressing” 

into the kingdom. 

 

“Very truly I tell you no one can see the Kingdom unless they are born again.” 

John 3:3 

 

  a. When I’m born again, I can “see” the kingdom; but to live for the 

Lord I have to “press” into it. 

 

 It’s like getting married; the wedding ceremony is the easy part; a good 

marriage takes some work! 

 

 4. Again, don’t mishear what I’m saying; salvation is a gift; no works 

involved. But Paul tells us to “work out” our salvation with fear and trembling! 

And that takes effort! As one of the old Puritan preachers said… 

 

“Many charge the doctrine of justification by faith with a tendency to 

undermine exertion. But there is more effort necessary to be saved by grace 

than by works.” 

The Biblical Illustrator 

 

 5. One of the great errors of our day is a misrepresentation of grace; 

preaching that implies a “free ride”; but that is not the truth! 
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“He that will take, get possession of the kingdom of righteousness, peace, and 

spiritual joy, must be in earnest: all hell will oppose him in every step he 

takes; and if a man be not absolutely determined in give up his sins and evil 

companions, and have his soul saved at all hazards, and at every expense, he 

will surely perish everlastingly. This requires a violent earnestness.” 

Adam Clarke 

 

 6. This notion of a casual kind of Christianity was unheard of in the early 

church, where you followed Jesus at the risk of death. 

 

 7. Testimony:  

 

  a. When I got saved, the first few months with Jesus were like a 

honeymoon! But after a while, it seemed like it got a lot harder to really follow 

Him. 

  b. Our old worldly friends dropped us; some of our new church 

friends backslid; our Pastor had an affair and the church split; and our finances 

were tight. 

 

 8.  On top of that, a lot of the preaching in those days was telling us that if 

we were having a hard time we weren’t doing it right. But then I found this… 

 

And Paul and Silas strengthened the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to 

continue in the faith, saying that through many tribulations we must enter the 

kingdom of God. 

Acts 14:22 

 

  a. What a different message that is from our day, where we try to 

strengthen the souls of the disciples with soothing sermons that never mention that 

the Christian life is so difficult that you have to be a bit violent to live it out. 

 

 “The violent take the kingdom by force. They who will have an interest 

in the great salvation are carried out towards it with a strong desire, will have 

it upon any terms, and not think them hard, nor quit their hold without a 

blessing, Gen 32:26. They who will make their calling and election sure must 

give diligence. The kingdom of heaven was never intended to indulge the ease 

of triflers, but to be the rest of them that labor.” 

Matthew Henry 
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 9. John the Baptist and Jesus the Christ preached a message of “kingdom 

violence”. Question: How did it go over? Answer: for the most part, it didn’t! 

 

   C. Read the Rest of the Story 

 

 1. We know there was a lack of response to the message because of what 

Jesus said next… 

 

"But to what shall I liken this generation? It is like children sitting in the 

marketplaces and calling to their companions, 17 and saying: 

'We played the flute for you, 

And you did not dance; 

We mourned to you, 

And you did not lament.' 

Matthew 11:16-17 

 

 2. Don’t miss the richness of the metaphor. Jesus called this a generation of 

children, sitting in the marketplace, waiting to be entertained; waiting for someone 

to come along and play a tune that would move them to do something.  

 

 3. This was a generation that would not respond to a call to radical 

Christianity, no matter how it was preached. Next verses… 

 

18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon.'  

19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Look, a glutton 

and a winebibber, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!' But wisdom is 

justified by her children." 

Matthew 11:18-19      NKJV 

 

  a. John the Baptist came out of the wilderness as a holy man with a 

message, “Repent!” He wore leather clothes and ate bugs. He never mingled with 

the people, He just preached to them. He was so radical they thought he had a 

demon. 

  b. So Jesus comes up from among them; one of their own; He mingled 

with the people; a man who would eat a hamburger and have a glass of wine with 

you. But He preached the same message. “Repent!” And they called Him a glutton 

and a winebibber! 
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“Whether a wedding or a funeral, it was all the same. There was no response 

to either. Neither the glad note of the gospel nor the solemn call to repentance 

seemed to have any effect on the great majority of the people.” 

H.A. Ironside 

 

 4. It means that this was a generation that wouldn’t respond to a call to a 

radical Christianity no matter how it was preached or who preached it!  

 

 Passive 

 Unresponsive 

 Indifferent 

 Bored 

 Critical 

 

 5. Sound familiar to our day? Actually, it can apply to any day! 

 

“This is the account Christ gives of that generation, and that generation is not 

passed away, but remains in a succession of the like; for as it was then, it has 

been since and is still; some believe the things which are spoken, and some 

believe not.” 

Matthew Henry's Commentary 

 

III. Close: Addressing an Obvious Question 

 

   A. Why is this Message in the Worldview Series? 

 

    1. Remember what a worldview is: a comprehensive system of beliefs that 

answer the great questions of life. 

 

 2. Surely one of the great questions for a Christian is “What’s wrong with 

this generation? How come we don’t see more results?” 

 

 3. A biblical worldview answers that that there’s nothing really wrong with 

this generation that wasn’t wrong with every other generation! The lack of 

response is not new to our day.  

 

 4. We are called to preach the Gospel to every creature; to call men to “press 

into the kingdom” with spiritual “violence”… 
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 Like the woman with the issue of blood 

 The Gentile woman Jesus called a “dog” 

 The harlots and publicans who followed Him up the mountain 

 

 5. And we must never be discouraged if results seem poor! 

 

“It is some comfort to faithful ministers, when they see little success of their 

labors, that it is no new thing for the best preachers and the best preaching in 

the world to come short of the desired end. Who has believed our report? If 

the bow of those great commanders, Christ and John returned so often empty 

no marvel if ours do so, and we prophecy to so little purpose upon dry bones.” 

Matthew Henry 

 

 6. Cultural Christianity in America today may be offended by a message 

about “kingdom violence”. But, Jesus commends it. And, as Spurgeon said… 

 

 “Thus the King sets forth the spirit demanded in these who would take part 

and lot in his great cause and kingdom. Lord, wake us up! Suffer us not to be 

using dead formality, where living violence can alone avail.” 

Charles Spurgeon 


