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WAR OF THE WORLDVIEWS #19 

 

“Pulpits and Politics” 

 

“This Is My Father’s World” 

(Video) 

 

I. Introduction 

 

Maltbie D. Babcock, a Presbyterian minister, put new words to an old English 

melody for the hymn, “This is My Father’s World”.  He died in 1901. He had a 

biblical worldview! Look at these words… 

 

This is my Father’s world, O let ne’er let me forget, 

That though the wrong seems oft so strong, 

God is the Ruler yet. 

This is my Father’s world, 

The battle is not done, 

Jesus who died, shall be satisfied, 

And earth and heaven be one. 

 

   A. History 

 

 1. Most American Christians have no idea how much we owe to the Puritan 

preachers of our nation’s history… 

 

“We owe the moral force which won our independence to the pulpits of the 

Puritans.” 

John Wingate Thornton, The Pulpit of the American Revolution 

 

  a. I have a book in my library, Passing the Torch of Liberty to a 

New Generation; it contains sermons preached from American pulpits between 

1799 and 1802, some actually preached in the halls of Congress…amazing 

messages with Pastors speaking out on moral and civil issues and holding 

government accountable to the Word of God.  

 

  b. In 1831, the French government sent Alexis de Tocqueville to 

America to study our prison systems. He was overwhelmed with the greatness of 

our new nation, chronicled in the book, “Democracy in America”. 
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“Not until I went into the churches of America and heard her pulpits flame 

with righteousness did I understand the secret of her genius and power.” 

Alexis de Tocqueville 

 

  c. The passion of the puritan preachers empowered a biblical 

worldview where Americans warmly embraced the influence of their faith on their 

politics. De Tocqueville commented… 

 

“Although religion in America takes no direct part in the government of 

society, it must be regarded as the first of their political institutions. I am 

certain Americans hold religion to be indispensable to the maintenance of 

their political institutions.” 

Alexis de Tocqueville, 1831 

 

 2. The spirit of that biblical worldview has gone missing! A 2004 Barna 

Research Group survey revealed: 

 

 Only 7% of American Protestants have a biblical worldview 

 Only 51 percent of American pastors have a biblical worldview. 

 The pastors least likely to have a biblical worldview were seminary 

graduates 

 

 3. It may shock you to know that what you are learning in this War of the 

Worldviews series is teaching you cannot get even if you paid to go to Bible 

College!  

  

“No seminary in America teaches a comprehensive worldview that makes 

Pastors competent to talk about any issue in our modern society from a 

Biblical perspective. No wonder seminary graduates remain incompetent to 

give the Biblical principles to those areas of life that are political.” 

Bojidar Molinov 

 

 4. American pastors can’t impart a biblical worldview because they don’t 

have one themselves. No wonder the average churchgoer has none. 

 

"Although most people own a Bible and know some of its content, our 

research found that most Americans have little idea how to integrate core 

biblical principles to form a unified and meaningful response to the challenges 

and opportunities of life.” 

Dr. George Barna 
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 5. If our Pastors can’t teach God’s people to apply biblical principles to self-

government, family government or church government, how can we address the 

political problems in our civil government? We can’t! 

 

 6. Dr. Alice Baldwin, in her book “The New England Pulpit and the 

American Revolution”, chronicles how the preachers of early America shaped the 

new nation and how much that is missing today… 

 

“The diminishing light of civil liberty in this land is linked directly to the lack 

of preaching on it in today’s pulpits.” 

Dr. Alice Baldwin, The New England Pulpit and the American Revolution 

 

 7. But that’s not the only issue. Here are 3 more problems in pulpits today… 

 

Misleading God’s people 

Misreading God’s word 

Misunderstanding the signs of the times 

 

II. 3 Problems With Pastors Politics and Pulpits 

 

   A. Misleading God’s People 

 

 1. Some of America’s most influential pastors discourage Christian 

involvement in politics by creating a false dichotomy.  

 

  a. Tim Keller is one of the greatest Pastors in America. I love his 

books. But not this… 

 

“The church, as the church, ought to be less concerned about speaking to 

politics and more concerned about service.” 

Tim Keller 

Our answer: Of course the church should serve! But how does being concerned 

about serving mean we should not speak to politics? 

 

  b. Pastor John MacArthur creates a false dichotomy between politics 

and evangelism. He basically says, the church should win the lost and not worry 

about politics. His book is entitled: “Why the Government Can’t Save You: An 

Alternative to Christian Activism”! 
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Our answer: Of course we should win the lost! And I don’t know any real Christian 

who thinks the government can save us. It’s a false dichotomy. Why can’t we win 

the lost and cast a vote at the same time? 

 

  c. Mega-church Pastor Andy Stanley teaches his 36,000 member 

congregation and nationwide TV audience that we should “unhitch” ourselves from 

the Old Testament… 

 

“I believe the Old Testament is divinely inspired, but it should not be our ‘go-

to’ source regarding behavior in the church. I thought about putting up a sign 

in the church: Thou shalt not obey the 10 commandments.” 

Andy Stanley 

 

OK, if you mean the Old Testament sacrificial system and the requirement of 

circumcision; but not OK if you mean God’s moral law and the 10 

commandments, still in effect according to Jesus, and the only ‘go-to’ authority we 

have for speaking morality to our culture. 

 

  d. Many pulpits never speak to the issues of our day or mention 

politics at all.  

 

“Instead of a radical, prophetic declaration to God’s people and that powers 

that be, not ‘preaching politics’ becomes a means of rendering Christians 

subservient supporters of the major political parties, cowering in absolute fear 

of the other.” 

Dr. Joel McDurmon 

 

  e. Then there the many Christian Pastors who can’t explain the true 

meaning of “separation of church and state”; used by the humanists to keep the 

church out of politics. But that’s a myth! The term was used by Thomas Jefferson 

in a letter to Baptist Pastors assuring them that the new government would never 

establish a state-church! The true meaning of the 1st amendment was to protect the 

church from the state…not the other way round! 

 

  f. It’s a sad day when the politicians have to lecture Christian Pastors 

on pulpit responsibility! 

 

“Pastors are not only permitted but also expected to speak on political issues 

and to give guidance on issues that fall in the political world.” 

Ken Cuccinelli,  Attorney General, State of Virginia 
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So many pulpits are misleading God’s people; but others are misreading God’s word! 

 

   B. Misreading God’s Word  

 

 1. Some pulpits twist the scripture texts to justify Christian’s non-

involvement in the sphere of civil government. Here are 3 examples, this one first: 

 

36 Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of 

this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the 

Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here."  

John 18:36     NKJV 

 

  a. Jesus was answering Pontius Pilate’s statement that His own nation 

and their religious leaders had delivered Him for trial. Jesus was not denying their 

authority to deliver Him; He was telling Pilate that His authority came from a 

higher source; that His kingdom would not be advanced by violence; He said His 

kingdom was not OF this world; He never said it was not IN this world! 

 

  b. Using this scripture to teach God’s people non-involvement in civil 

government is misreading the text; the error of “2 kingdom theology” being taught 

in seminaries that’s nothing more than Greek dualism! Bojidar Marinov comments:  

 

“Two-kingdom theology, with its radical separation between the sacred and 

the secular, between the ‘spiritual’ concerns of the church and the ‘political’ 

ministry of the state has been plaguing the church and its theology for the last 

two centuries, leading to the disintegration of the Christian civilization 

created by our forefathers, and the taking over of the West by the secularists 

who create no such division in their own ideologies and religions.” 

Bojidar Marinov 

 

  c. 2 kingdom theology pastors draw the line at the church getting 

speaking to politics but have no answer for the politicians to speak to the church! 

 

“Some Christian leaders are eager to limit the pastors to their ‘spiritual’ 

calling but do not seem eager to limit the politicians to their ‘secular’ calling. 

Socialism wins by default in the outworking of such a theology in practice.” 

Bojidar Molinov 
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 2. Another misreading of scripture comes from when the Pharisees tried to 

entangle Jesus in a controversy over the payment of taxes. Jesus asked them to 

show Him a coin… 

 

Then said he unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are 

Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's. 

Matthew 22:21    KJV 

 

  a. Bible scholars agree that Jesus was not teaching non-involvement in 

politics! He was affirming the proper payment of taxes while reminding them at 

the same time that all government is God’s government!  

  b. He was affirming that God gave authority to the civil government to 

collect taxes while at the same time reminding them to give God what belonged to 

God! 

 

 3. A third misreading of scripture comes from Paul’s letter to the Philippians: 

 

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, 

the Lord Jesus Christ…  

Philippians 3:20      NASB 

 

  a. The word “citizenship” is from the Greek word “politeuma”, from 

which we get the words “politics”, “political” and “politician”; literally, “our 

politics is in heaven”. 

  b. Again, some pastors create a false dichotomy; as if the fact that we 

are citizens of heaven does away with any citizenship (or politics) we have on 

earth! 

  c. This teaching is bad to the bone!  

 In Acts 21, the Apostle Paul used his standing as a citizen of Cilicia so he 

could speak to the people! 

Paul answered, I am a Jew, from Cilicia, a citizen of no ordinary city. Please 

let me speak to the people. 

Acts 21: 39 

 

 In Acts 22, Paul used his Roman citizenship to get out of his chains: 

 

25 And when they stretched him out with thongs, Paul said to the centurion 

who was standing by, "Is it lawful for you to scourge a man who is a Roman 

and uncondemned?" 26 And when the centurion heard this, he went to the 

commander and told him, saying, "What are you about to do? For this man is 
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a Roman." 27 And the commander came and said to him, "Tell me, are you a 

Roman?" And he said, "Yes." 28 And the commander answered, "I acquired 

this citizenship with a large sum of money." And Paul said, "But I was 

actually born a citizen." 29 Therefore those who were about to examine him 

immediately let go of him; and the commander also was afraid when he found 

out that he was a Roman, and because he had put him in chains. 

Acts 22:25-29     NASB 

 

 In Acts 25, Paul used his Roman citizenship to demand an appearance 

before Caesar…and he got it! 

 

11 "If then I am a wrongdoer, and have committed anything worthy of death, 

I do not refuse to die; but if none of those things is true of which these men 

accuse me, no one can hand me over to them. I appeal to Caesar." 12 Then 

when Festus had conferred with his council, he answered, "You have appealed 

to Caesar, to Caesar you shall go." 

Acts 25:11-12     NASB 

 

  d. Paul had no modern dualistic ideas about his “citizenship in 

heaven” versus his political citizenship on earth! Indeed, he used his political 

standing to preach the Gospel to the politicians, even to Caesar himself! 

 

  e. This confirms something Jesus told His disciples: 

 

And you will even be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a 

testimony against them and the Gentiles. 

Matthew 10:18 

 

  f. Jesus always intended His people to be political; to speak to 

governors and kings for His sake! It was always so! 

“The Old Testament prophets spoke almost exclusively about politics, culture, 

and society in terms of God’s law.” 

Gary DeMar 

  g. American pulpits must not mislead God’s people; or misread God’s 

word; and finally, stop misunderstanding the signs of the times. 

 

   C. Misunderstanding the Times 

 

 1. For the past 50 years, American pulpits have preached the 2nd coming of 

Christ as an “escape” for the end-times church; a teaching that sees bad times as 
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good signs that Christ will come soon. Christ IS coming! And we hope He comes 

soon! But the end effect of all this date setting and false interpretation has been that 

it has relieved the Church of our responsibility to advance God’s kingdom by 

declaring His word to every sphere of government, including politics. 

 

 2. What we need today in our pulpits are preachers who really can read the 

signs: 

 

The sons of Issachar were men who understood the times, to know what Israel 

ought to do, 

1 Chronicles 12:32     NKJV 

 

 3. We’ve not yet reached the time to “go up”; until then it’s time to speak 

up! 

 

  a. Silence is not an option! 

 

“To stay out of politics completely, or to remain silent, is to endorse the party 

in power. By ignoring our God-given right to speak out, and our blood-earned 

Constitutional rights to free speech, the Christian who refuses to engage the 

culture in political reform is among the ‘fearful’ of Revelation 21:8.” 

Dr. Joel McDurmon 

 

  b. Neutrality is not an option! 

 

“Many Christians believe that they can be neutral, that their participation 

does not matter. But there is no neutrality. By not engaging the culture at the 

political level, another worldview dominates and impacts all of us. We must 

then live under their standard.” 

Gary DeMar 

 

  c. Many Christians live in countries where they cannot vote; God has 

graced us with citizenship where we have a voice. To fail to speak is a sin. 

Every vote not cast is a vote for the opposition. Politics does not go away 

because you decide not to participate. Your taxes will go up, homosexuals will 

teach your children ‘gay is OK’, and abortion will call down God’s wrath on 

the nation as a whole if we remain silent.” 

Gary DeMar 
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 4. We are in a war between worldviews; right now, our enemy is attacking 

our civil government, and there the church must take the field! 

 

“If I profess with the loudest voice and clearest exposition every portion of the 

truth of God except precisely that little point which the world and the devil 

are at that moment attacking, I am not professing Christ, however boldly I 

may be professing Christ.” 

Martin Luther 

 

 We have 300 million Americans who profess to be Christian; but where 

will they be on Election Day? 

 

“Where the battle rages, there the loyalty of the soldier is proved and to be 

steady on all the battlefield besides is mere flight and disgrace is he flinches at 

that one point.” 

Martin Luther 

 

 5. The church has “flinched” on the political battlefield. So we are in flight 

and disgrace. We’ve forgotten that “This is My FATHER’s World”… 

 

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it; the world, and all who live in it. 

Psalm 24:1 

 

 6. The war is not lost! The political battle is a fight we can win. But it begins 

with the American pulpits… 

 

 Not misleading God’s people 

 Not misreading God’s word 

 Not misunderstanding the signs of the times 

 

 7. We need to “re-imagine” the world and our place in it…Victory! And it 

begins in pulpits and pews!  

 

“As goes the pulpit, so goes the pew. As goes the pew, so goes the nation.” 

Michael Youssef 

 

OFFERING 


