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 WAR OF THE WORLDVIEWS #14 

 

“Echoes of Eden” 

 

I. Introduction 

 

   A. Why Do I Love the Bible? 

 

 1. Testimony: I wasn’t saved until age 27; but that doesn’t mean that God 

was not at work in my life before then! 

 

 2. God wired a love of learning into me long before I knew who He was; I 

loved to learn; to read; to study; but it was clear I wasn’t going to be able to go to 

college;  

 

 3. So I read books! Hundreds. Of all kinds. Then I got saved and began to 

read the Word of God. Hundreds of hours. And found this one day… 

 

 I have more understanding than all my teachers, 

For Your testimonies are my meditation.  

I understand more than the ancients, 

Because I keep Your precepts.  

Psalm 119:99      NKJV 

 

    4. I believe in education; but there are educated idiots! Real wisdom comes 

from God and through reading His word! 

 

    5. I’ve read through the Bible hours a day; through it dozens of times; and 

came out on the other end with a “biblical worldview”! 

 

   B. Review 

 

The true warfare in our world is the war between opposite worldviews. 
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 1. We can’t win the war of the worldviews unless we have a biblical 

worldview of human history. 

 

 2. The humanist (secular) worldview thinks of human history in 

evolutionist terms; that man has advanced from apes and is ever evolving into 

higher forms of being.   

 

 3. But the biblical worldview is the opposite; that man was created in the 

image and likeness of God; he was higher than the animals; he was given authority 

over all other creatures (including monkeys). 

 

 4. Man’s original condition morally was innocence; he walked in the 

Garden of Eden in fellowship with God; but the bible tells us that man sinned 

and fell away from God. 

 

 5. The foundations of the biblical worldview are found in the Book of 

Genesis; and specifically in the 1st 3 chapters.  

 

  a. In his great book, Echoes of Eden: Delusions of the Postmodern 

Church, Pastor Eddie Dutra says… 

 

By far one of the most attacked and denigrated parts of the Bible is the first 

three chapters of Genesis. The origin and incidence of such attacks are not by 

mere chance… 

Eddie Dutra 

 

 6. As we taught earlier, Genesis 1:1 is the most important, most attacked 

verse in the Bible because it is the foundation for everything else… 

 

In the beginning, God created the heaven and earth. 

Genesis 1:1 

 

  a. This is the cornerstone of the biblical worldview; lose the battle 

here and you lose the war. 
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 7. But let’s go beyond the 1st verse of the Bible to see how the 1st 3 chapters 

of the Bible, especially the events in the Garden of Eden, are given to us as 

prototypes and patterns that will be repeated throughout human history; some have 

called this… 

 

II. Echoes of Eden 

 

   A. History Repeats Itself 

 

 1. The biblical worldview of human history is set forth by Solomon, the 

“wisest man who ever lived”. 

 

The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is 

that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun. 

Ecclesiastes 1:9-10    KJV 

 

 2. Modern man is in love with all things “new”; every cycling forward; the 

“latest” and “greatest”; but God says, spiritually speaking, we “recycle”. 

 

History merely repeats itself. It has all been done before. Nothing under the 

sun is truly new. Sometimes people say, "Here is something new!" But 

actually it is old; nothing is ever truly new. 

Ecclesiastes 1:9-11    NLT 

 

 3. Secular man sees progress in the new inventions, gadgets, conveniences; 

but the Bible tells us the spiritual man sees that nothing has really changed in what 

really matters; what happened in the beginning of time keeps repeating itself over 

and over! 

 

 4. Human history and experiences are really just “echoes of Eden”; 

 

Echo 

A close parallel or repetition of an idea, feeling, or event; 

A duplicate, copy, replica, mirror image 
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 5. We’ve been teaching on the “War of the Worldviews” but we will take the 

next few weeks to look at “Echoes of Eden”; a series within the series; to show 

how the wisdom of the Book of Genesis speaks to us today.  

 

III. The Biblical Worldview Begins in the Beginning 

 

   A. First Things Matter! 

 

 1.  If we want a biblical worldview we must begin in Genesis because it is 

the BEGINNING of the story! 

 

 No one would pay to see a movie if they couldn’t see the beginning 

 No one buys a book and begins in the middle 

 But millions of Christians never study the Book of Genesis! 

 2. It has been said that we can never understand our PRESENT apart from 

PAST, my past helps explain my present; in the same way, we can’t really 

understand the New Testament without the Old Testament.  

 

 3. And we cannot understand the Old Testament without understanding the 

Book of Genesis because it is…. 

 

   B. Genesis: The Book of Beginnings 

 

 1. The name “Book of Genesis” literally means “the book of beginnings”. 

 

  a. The book is all about “generations” of peoples; the English words 

genes, genetics, and genealogy all come from the same word. 

 

 2. Genesis has been called the “seed plot of the Bible”; because every 

major theological doctrine and teaching is found there; in “seed form”.  

 

 In the same way a seed in a package bears little resemblance to the full 

grown product from the seed, so biblical truth in its seed form in Genesis is 

not quickly known; but it is there! 
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  a. The devil is a “serpent” in the book of Genesis; but a “great 

dragon” in the book of Revelation. 

  b. The Bible begins and ends with a wedding; in Genesis, God creates 

the woman and presents her to the man; in the Book of Revelation, God has 

created the Bride of Christ, and presents her to His Son at a great marriage supper! 

  c. Jesus Christ is referred to as “the seed of the woman” in Genesis; 

but in Revelation He is fully revealed as King of King and Lord of Lords! 

 

 3. The book of Genesis is a book full of “first things”: 

 

1st THINGS IN GENESIS 

• The 1st man 

• The 1st woman 

• The 1st marriage 

• The 1st sin 

• The 1st appearance of grace 

• The 1st murder 

 

 4. Solomon says history repeats itself; so all these “1st things”, these 

incidents in Eden are really prototypes of what will be repeated or “echoed” 

throughout human history! 

 

“prototype” 

An original model upon which something is patterned; an individual that 

exhibits the essential figures of a later type; a standard or typical example. 

Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 10th Edition 

 

 5. The foundation of the biblical worldview is laid in the 1st 3 chapters of the 

Bible! The seeds of wisdom are sown. There’s nothing new after that. History repeats 

itself after the prototype of the “1st things”: 

 

1st THINGS IN GENESIS 

• The 1st man 

• The 1st woman 

• The 1st marriage 
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• The 1st sin 

• The 1st appearance of grace 

• The 1st murder 

 

   C. Example of Forming A Biblical Worldview 

 

 1. The 1st man was “Adam”; he was made in the image and likeness of God; 

he was created before the woman. 

 

  a. There is a pattern of “headship” established: God-man-woman 

  b. This “seed” is more fully revealed in the New Testament 

 

But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the 

head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God. 

1 Corinthians 11:3     KJV 

 

  c. There is confusion over this; but the Divine order is set and never 

changes; the man is the “head” of the woman; but this in no way dishonors her! 

God is the “Head” of Christ. Does being submitted to the Father diminish the 

Person of the Son? Of course not! 

  d. The Divine order of headship echoes to this very day. 

 

 2. The 1st woman was Eve: she too, is made in the image and likeness of 

God; but she is more than that. 

 

  a. The woman is the capstone of creation! Women are honored in the 

biblical worldview because woman is God’s final, ultimate creation. 

  b. Man was made from dust; but the woman was made from man! 

  c. Creation was incomplete without the woman! 

 

And the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that man should be alone’… 

Genesis 2:18 

As John Milton said, “Loneliness is the first thing that God’s eye named ‘not 

good’.” 
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  d. Adam had the world for himself; and authority over all things in the 

world; but he is incomplete without woman! He did not need another animal; or 

another man; he needed a WOMAN; and “history repeats itself”! 

 

 3. We will dive deeper into this; but let me close with some “echoes of 

Eden”. 

 

IV. Conclusion: Paradise Lost 

 

   A. God Displaced Sinful Man from the Garden 

 

 1. Man had it made; he had it all; but he lost it all because of sin. 

 

  a. He lost his fellowship with God 

  b. He lost his dominion over the ground (which is now cursed) 

  c. He lost his place in paradise 

 

Therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to cultivate 

the ground from which he was taken. So He drove the man out; and at the 

east of the garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim, and the flaming sword 

which turned every direction, to guard the way to the tree of life. 

Genesis 3:23-24     NASB 

 

 2. But here’s the deal; even though he sinned, man is still God’s “image 

bearer”.  

 

 3. Whether sinner or saint, there lives in every man and woman a sense of 

“paradise lost”; a longing to get back to the Garden. 

 

 4. Testimony: Many years ago the Lord showed me that our wedding 

services are “echoes of Eden”! 

 

 Outdoor weddings are popular because they let us recreate the sense of 

a garden. If the wedding is indoors, we bring in flowers and plants; almost 

all weddings are “echoes of Eden” 
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 In the first wedding, the Father creates the woman, then presents her to 

the man in marriage; in our weddings, the Father walks his daughter down 

the aisle and presents her to the groom; an echo of Eden 

 After God gives the woman to the man, the man gives her a new name. 

 

And Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was the mother of all 

living. 

Genesis 3:20 

 

In almost all cultures, the wife accepts the authority of her husband in 

allowing herself to be re-named. Why? Because it’s an echo of Eden! 

History repeats itself out of the prototypes in the Garden 

 

   B. Invitation: Good News About the Echoes of Eden 

 

 1. God allowed man to reject Him and to sin. And history repeats itself. Men 

still sin. 

 

 2. When man sinned, he hid himself from God; and history repeats itself; 

men still hide from God. 

 

 3. God judged their sin; they lost their place in paradise; and history repeats 

itself; men are born outside of heaven. 

 

 4. But the GOOD NEWS is that God did not destroy them; He put them on 

probation; and He promised them a Savior; and history repeats itself! 

 

 5. There is still time to be saved; still time to read your Bible and do what it 

says; the Paradise lost in Genesis finally becomes Paradise restored in the Book of 

Revelation! Where history repeats itself… 

 

 There is a garden 

 There is a tree of life 

 There is a Bride and a Groom-a wedding not to miss! 


