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WAR OF THE WORLDVIEWS #12 

 

“Christ and the Gaddarenes” 

 

I. Introduction to Mark 5 (NKJV) 

 

You many have heard many sermons of the Lord's amazing deliverance of the 

madman of Gadara from a legion of demons. But you may have missed the 

most amazing part of the story; a lesson in the war of the worldviews; what 

happens when the power of Christ confronts a culture that prefers their swine 

over their Savior. 

 

   A. Working Through the Context of the Story 

 

 1. In Mark 4, Jesus has been working His miracles in Galilee; on the boat 

ride crossing over the sea He has just calmed the storm in of Galilee He has just 

calmed the storm to the amazement of His disciples… 

 

And they feared exceedingly, and said to one another, "Who can this be, that 

even the wind and the sea obey Him!" 

Mark 4:41     NKJV 

 

 2. Alas! If they had only read their Bibles they would have known! 

 

O Lord God of hosts, Who is mighty like You, O Lord? Your faithfulness also 

surrounds You. 9 You rule the raging of the sea; When its waves rise, You still 

them. 

Psalm 89:8-9      NKJV 

 

 3. They step of the boat and the next story begins… 

 

5 Then they came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gadarenes.  

2 And when He had come out of the boat, immediately there met Him out of 

the tombs a man with an unclean spirit, 3 who had his dwelling among the 

tombs; and no one could bind him, not even with chains, 4 because he had 

often been bound with shackles and chains. And the chains had been pulled 

apart by him, and the shackles broken in pieces; neither could anyone tame 

him. 5 And always, night and day, he was in the mountains and in the tombs, 

crying out and cutting himself with stones.  

Mark 5:1-5     NKJV 
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  a. Want a picture of those driven by demons! Running wild; living in 

graveyards; “crying out” and “cutting himself with stones”! But… 

 

6 When he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and worshiped Him. 7 And he cried 

out with a loud voice and said, "What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the 

Most High God? I implore You by God that You do not torment me." 

8 For He said to him, "Come out of the man, unclean spirit!"  9 Then He 

asked him, "What is your name?" And he answered, saying, "My name is 

Legion; for we are many." 10 Also he begged Him earnestly that He would not 

send them out of the country.  

 

Mark 5:6-10    NKJV 

 

 4. Interesting! The demons knew they had to go…but they wanted to stay 

nearby! Proof that demons have territorial assignments. “Familiar” spirits; even 

when they are cast out the hang around hoping to return.. 

 

11 Now a large herd of swine was feeding there near the mountains. 12 So all 

the demons begged Him, saying, "Send us to the swine, that we may enter 

them." 13 And at once Jesus gave them permission. Then the unclean spirits 

went out and entered the swine (there were about two thousand); and the herd 

ran violently down the steep place into the sea, and drowned in the sea.  

Mark 5:11-13 

 

 5. Interesting! Demonic spirits cause their hosts to harm themselves. They 

drove the man to cut himself; they drove the pigs to drown themselves. Wherever 

you find Self-destructive behavior you’ll find a demonic influence. 

 

14 So those who fed the swine fled, and they told it in the city and in the 

country. And they went out to see what it was that had happened. 15 Then 

they came to Jesus, and saw the one who had been demon-possessed and had 

the legion, sitting and clothed and in his right mind.  

Mark 5:14-15      

 

 6. Interesting! The man who was running around naked is now: 

 

  a. Sitting-at peace; at rest; no longer driven to continual activity! 

  b. Clothed-he was often naked is now clothed, covered resting in the 

presence of His divine Deliverer 
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  c. And in his right mind;  

 

 7. All this is great! Amazing! Most of you have heard it before! But that’s 

not my message tonight. The Lord said, “Look at the result’… 

 

And they were afraid. And those who saw it told them how it happened to him 

who had been demon-possessed, and about the swine. Then they began to 

plead with Him to depart from their region 

Mark 5:16-17      NKJV 

 

II. Three Lessons of Christ and the Gaddarenes  

 

   A. Many People Will Choose Their Swine Above Receiving Their Savior 

 

 1. The shocking result of this amazing miracle is that the people who saw it 

preferred their swine over their Savior! 

 

  a. Instead of falling at His feet in faith, these people were filled with 

fear! 

 

There are a great many who prefer their swine before their Saviour, and so 

come short of Christ, and salvation by him. They desire Christ to depart and 

will not allow his word to have a place in them, because he and his word will 

be the destruction of their brutish lusts—those swine which they had given 

their whole lives to feeding. 

Matthew Henry 

 

 2. The Gaddarenes had been afraid of the demon possessed man; but now 

they are afraid of the man who cast the demons out of him! 

 

“Instead of inviting Him in they asked Him to depart! Perhaps they feared His 

presence might affect more undesirable results?” 

Matthew Henry 

 

 3. What a revelation of the human heart! How many welcome the presence 

of Christ to relieve and immediate ailment but fear having Him stick around 

because it may mean He will make other changes they won’t like? 

 

  a. How many will invite Jesus into their hearts as their Savior, them 

then immediately ask Him to leave off from being their Lord? 
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 4. The Gaddarenes were glad to be done with the demoniac; but they were 

pained over the loss of their pigs! 

 

 5. The spirit of the Gaddarenes preferred their previous condition to inviting 

Christ to dwell among them. They preferred their swine to their Savior. 

 

   B. Second: We Need A New Understanding of Our Culture 

 

 1. The Gaddarenes apparently were prosperous; 2000 swine were drowned; 

they had made it big in pigs. 

 

 2. I see a similarity to American culture; we are the most prosperous nation 

on earth; but we may prefer our pigs. 

 

  a. Prosperous people are comfortable with Jesus; as long as He 

doesn’t stick around too much because He may interfere with their plans. 

 

 3. But there’s something else here: maybe the main message… 

 

Working signs and wonders may not mean much in a culture where people care 

more about serving their swine than they do about receiving their Savior. 

 

They loved their swine so much more than they loved their souls! How many 

today are of the same mind! 

John Wesley 

 

 4. No one has bemoaned the church’s lack of power more than me. Our 

commission is to save, heal and cast out devils but the results are in the hands of 

God. 

 

 5. But the great lesson at Gadara is that amazing miracles will not 

automatically convert a culture given over to their pigs. 

 

 6. We must understand the depravity of man and the fact that only God can 

open the hearts of men. 

 

O Lord, I thank thee that thou didst not go away from me, when I, in my 

unregenerate condition, wished thee to let me alone! 

Charles Spurgeon 
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 7. Have we not all been Gaddarenes? Are we still? Can we call ourselves 

Christian and still pick pigs over letting the Lord direct our paths? 

 

III. Conclusions 

 

   A. Two Questions 

 

  #1: Are we willing to do what He told us to do? 

 

  a. The Great Commission is still in effect! 

  b. We have come to Gadara to do what we can! 

 

23 Because of the miraculous signs Jesus did in Jerusalem at the Passover 

celebration, many began to trust in him. 24 But Jesus didn't trust them, 

because he knew human nature. 25 No one needed to tell him what mankind is 

really like. 

John 2:23-25    NLT 

 

   c. A biblical worldview has a biblical view of the nature of man 

without God; man is NOT naturally “good”; he is lost; corrupt; sinful. 

  d. Jesus knew human nature; He did not trust human nature; no one 

needed to tell Him…BUT HE MINISTERED TO THEM ANYWAY! And has sent 

us to do the same. Which brings question #2…. 

   

  #2  Are we willing to be OK when the results are not what we expected? 

 

  a. We’ve heard that if we get everything right, revival will come. 

Maybe not. 

 

Here was a whole city at a prayer-meeting, praying against their own blessing. 

Think of having the Lord among them, healing the worst of diseases, and yet 

entreating him to go away from them! They would be rid of the one glorious 

Being who alone could bless them. Horrible was their prayer; but it was 

heard, and Jesus departed out of their coasts. He will not force his company 

on any. He will be a welcome guest, or he will be gone. What a mercy that our 

Lord does not hear every prayer of this sort! How would it fare with swearers 

if their imprecations were fulfilled? 

Pulpit Commentary 

 

   B. War of the Worldviews 
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 1. We are in a war of the worldviews; we are called to confront the culture; a 

Gadarene culture. 

 

 2. We are sent to help people who are their own worst enemy! 

 

24 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt 

to teach, patient, 25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if 

God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the 

truth; 

26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are 

taken captive by him at his will. 

2 Timothy 2:24-25      KJV 

 

 3. Be gentle to all men; able to teach; PATIENT! 

 

   C. And The Good News Is…. 

 

 1. Let me leave you on a high note. 

 

 2. The same city that begged Jesus to get out of town in Mark 4 opens its 

arms to Him in… 

 

When Jesus returned to that (same) district some time afterward, He received 

a welcome which was in marked contrast to the opposition formerly 

encountered. 

H.A. Ironside 

 

 3. In a culture clash, be gentle, able to teach…patient! The very ones who 

kick you out now may gladly welcome you back later! 

 

Mark 6:53-56 

53 And when they had passed over, they came into the land of Gennesaret, and 

drew to the shore. 54 And when they were come out of the ship, straightway 

they knew him, 55 And ran through that whole region round about, and began 

to carry about in beds those that were sick, where they heard he was. 

56 And whithersoever he entered, into villages, or cities, or country, they laid 

the sick in the streets, and besought him that they might touch if it were but 

the border of his garment: and as many as touched him were made whole. 

 

   D. Close: Jesus and the Gadarenes 
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 1. The church should be healing and casting out devils. 

 

 2. A Gadarene culture might not like it. At first. 

 

 3. But God’s timing is perfect; revival is coming; those who once sent Him 

away will one day welcome Him with open arms! 


