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THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE 

 

Studies in the Sermon on the Mount 

 

Session XXII 

 

“The Power of Forgiveness” 

 

I. The Lord’s Prayer 

 

   A. Review 

 

 1. Jesus taught this famous prayer as a model… 

 

“After this manner, pray ye…” 

 

 a. The word “manner” means “in this way” or “after this fashion” 

 

2. We see that all our prayers must be based upon relationship! 

 

“Our Father…” 

 

 We come to God as our Father! Prayer is very personal. 

 We come with an attitude of worship: “Hallowed be Thy name…” 

 

 3. Then come our petitions; notice that before we ask anything for ourselves, 

we are to ask… 

 

“Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven...” 

 

 a. Our first prayer request is that God’s will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven 

 

 4. Then, finally, we ready to present our personal prayer requests… 
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“Give us this day our daily bread…” 

 

 a. Jesus is connecting our prayer requests to our need for daily provision… 

 b. But we also showed how this “daily bread” is Christ Himself! He is our 

“manna”; we are to feed on the Word of God every day. 

 

   B. How the Prayer Ends 

 

 1. Today we will conclude our study of the Lord’s Prayer… 

 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And do not lead us into 

temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For yours is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever. Amen 

Matthew 6:12-13 

 

 2. The verse begins with “And”; Jesus connects “Give us this day our daily 

bread” with “And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors”; this means there 

is a connection between getting answers to our prayers and forgiveness! 

 

 3. If I want to get my daily bread, I need forgiveness from God for my sins 

against Him, and forgive others for their sins against me!  

 

 4. Today, we will look at… 

 

“The Power of Forgiveness” 

 

   C. The Heart of the Gospel 

 

 1. Forgiveness is the very heart of the Gospel. 

 

 2. The Good News, the very best news ever, is that God will forgive our sins 

on the basis of our faith in Christ. 

 

 3. But here we learn that God demands that those of us who are forgiven to 

forgive others! And that can be a challenge! 
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“We all agree forgiveness is a beautiful idea, until we have to practice it.” 

C.S. Lewis 

 

 4. Honest people know that it is much easier to teach about forgiveness than 

to live it out. 

 

“God's grace and forgiveness, while free to the recipient, are always costly for 

the giver. From the earliest parts of the Bible, it was understood that God 

could not forgive without sacrifice. And when you forgive, that means you 

absorb the loss and the debt. You bear it yourself. All forgiveness, then, is 

costly." 

Tim Keller, Pastor and Author 

 

 5. We need to know more about it. 

 

II. 3 Reasons Why We Must Forgive  

 

   A. First: Our Own Forgiveness Depends On It 

 

 1. If we won’t forgive others, God won’t forgive us! 

 

"For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also 

forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your 

Father forgive your trespasses. 

Matthew 6:14-15     NKJV 

 

 2. If we really believed this, we could stop right here! If I withhold 

forgiveness from others, God will withhold forgiveness from me! 

 

Those that come to God for the forgiveness of their sins against him, must 

forgive those who have offended them, else they curse themselves when they 

say the Lord's Prayer. 

Matthew Henry 
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 3. If we really knew what it costs us when we fail to forgive we would be so 

quick to do it! 

 

“I firmly believe a great many prayers are not answered because we are 

unwilling to forgive someone.” 

Evangelist D.L. Moody 

 

 4. In Matthew 18, Jesus gives the parable of the King who forgave His 

servant of a great debt; then that servant refused to forgive a small debt; so the 

King called him a “wicked servant” and put him in prison! 

     

"So shall My heavenly Father also do to you, if each of you does not forgive 

his brother from your heart." 

Matthew 18:35    NASB 

 

 5. I almost titled this message “The Power of Unforgiveness”! Because it 

cuts me off from the mercy of God. 

 

   B. Second: Our Own Freedom Depends Upon It 

 

 1. Jesus uses the metaphor of “debt” to describe sin; He could have said 

“forgive us our sins”, but He says “forgive us our debts”. 

 

 2. Why? Because we all know what it’s like to owe money to someone; we 

all know what it’s like when someone owes money to us. 

 

 3. God says our sin puts us in debt to Him; He forgives our debt. When 

someone sins against me, it puts them in debt to me. But God demands that we 

forgive the sin debt others owe to us.  

 

 4. Here’s what many don’t know; when I forgive others, I set myself free! 

 

“Forgiveness is unlocking the door to set someone free and realizing that you 

were the prisoner.” 

Max Lucado 
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 5. We have idea of the toll it takes upon us when we refuse to forgive! 

 

  a. Testimonies from my Pastoral experience. 

 

“Let us forgive one another. Only then will we live in peace.” 

Leo Tolstoy 

 

 6. We usually think of forgiveness as something that we give to others; but 

in the Kingdom of God, it is we ourselves who receive a blessing. 

 

Forgiveness is one of the greatest gifts you can give yourself. Forgive 

everybody.” 

Maya Angelou, American Poet 

 

   C. Forgiveness is the Cornerstone of the Normal Christian Life 

 

 1. Remember that the Sermon on the Mount is the “normal Christian life”; 

it’s written to believers; those who have been loved and forgiven by God.  

 

 2. For us, love and forgiveness are normal… 

 

“If we really want to love, we must learn to forgive.” 

Mother Teresa 

 

 3. We can show the love of God in so many ways: 

 

 We can serve others 

 We can pray for others 

 But we are never more loving than when we forgive others 

 

Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another as God, in 

Christ forgave you. 

Ephesians 4:32 
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 4. I think of so many godly role models who used the power of forgiveness: 

 

  a. Corrie Ten Boom and her family were sent to concentration camps 

during WWII, where only Corrie survived the brutality of the Nazi guards. In her 

book “The Hiding Place”, she described how God gave her the ability to forgive 

her captors… 

 

“Forgiveness is an act of the will, and can function regardless of the 

temperature of the heart.” 

Corrie Ten Boom 

  b. a. In 1981, a very disturbed young man named John Hinckley tried 

to assassinate President Ronald Reagan, inflicting a very serious wound. Reagan’s 

daughter Patti Davis tells this story… 

 

"The following day my father said he knew his physical healing was directly 

dependent on his ability to forgive John Hinckley. By showing me that 

forgiveness is the key to everything, including physical health and healing, he 

gave me an example of Christ-like thinking." 

Patti Davis 

 

  c. And I think of how much our divided nation needs another Martin 

Luther King, Jr. whose message of peaceful protest and forgiveness helped turn the 

tide of his day… 

 

“Forgiveness is not an occasional act, it is a permanent  

attitude.” 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

 5. If Corrie Ten Boom could forgive the Nazis, and Ronald Reagan could 

forgive the man who almost killed him, and Martin Luther King could forgive 

those who hated his message, surely I can forgive those who have hurt me! 

 

 6. We are never more like God than when we forgive. 
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“Forgiveness is the final form of love.” 

Reinhold Niebuhr, American Theologian 

 

III. Conclusion: It’s Never Too Late To Forgive 

 

   A. The Story of Andrew Jackson’s Conversion 

 

 1. The 7th President of the United States lived in Nashville at his estate 

known as the Hermitage. 

 

 2. He was a rough and tough Army general and Indian fighter, known as 

“Old Hickory”. 

 

 3. Jackson was a slave owner and a known as a man you wouldn’t want for 

an enemy; but he did go to church! (His church is still there in downtown 

Nashville). 

 

 4. But at age 70… 

 

On July 8, 1838, the seventh president of the United States, General Andrew 

Jackson, informed his minister, the Reverend Dr. John Edgar that he wanted to 

become a member of the Presbyterian Church and receive Communion. Dr. Edgar 

asked the president about his conversion and convictions, and gave his approving 

nod with each satisfactory answer. But Dr. Edgar felt the need to probe the 

president's soul more deeply. "General, there is one more question which it is my 

duty to ask you: Can you forgive all your enemies?" 

 

The question stunned General Jackson. He stared at his minister for a moment 

while he gathered his thoughts. He then broke the silence: "My political enemies, I 

can freely forgive," Jackson confessed. "But as for those who abused me when I 

was serving my country in the field, and those who attacked me for serving my 

country—that is a different case." 

This was an honest answer, but Dr. Edgar wasn't satisfied. Christians must forgive 

all, Edgar insisted to America's seventh president. President Jackson wasn't 

anticipating that he would be probed and questioned in this way. And yet when the 
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time came for him to respond, he knew he had to embrace the claim of the gospel 

on his life. One of Jackson's biographers gives us his response: 

There was a "considerable pause." Then Jackson spoke again. Upon reflection, he 

said he thought he could forgive all who had injured him, even those who reviled 

him for his services to his country on the battlefield. He was at long last prepared 

to grant amnesty to all the scoundrels and poltroons who had ever crossed his path. 

 

On July 15, 1838, General Andrew Jackson, seventh president of the United 

States, was admitted into the Presbyterian Church. He was seventy years old 

when his battle-weathered soul and tired body knelt to receive Communion 

for the first time. And as he did, his biographer tells us, "tears of penitence 

and joy trickled down his careworn cheeks." Meekness had triumphed. 

 

 3. It is never too late to forgive and be forgiven. 

 

   B. The Power of Forgiveness 

 

 1. Allows God to forgive me 

 2. Sets me free from a prison of my own making 

 3. Shows the love of God to a world desperate to see it. 

 

“To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcusable in others because God has 

forgiven the inexcusable in you.” 

 

Communion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


