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THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE 

 

Studies in the Sermon on the Mount 

 

Part 28 

 

“The Fatherhood of God” 

 

 

I. The Lord’s Prayer 

 

   A. An Overview 

 

 1. The Lord introduces the prayer in verse 9: “After this manner pray 

ye…” 

 

  a. The Greek word for “manner” could be translated; “pray in this 

way” or “pray after this fashion”. 

 

 2. Jesus is not saying “Pray this”; He is saying “Pray like this”! 

 

“This prayer is undoubtedly a pattern prayer. So He introduces it with ‘Pray 

after this manner’.” 

David Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

 

  a. 150 years ago, the great Charles Spurgeon who was known as the 

“Prince of Preachers” said this… 

 

“Christ intended this prayer as a model by which we are to fashion all our 

prayers.” 

Charles Spurgeon 

 

 3. We can break down the prayer model like this: 
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The Lord’s Prayer is a “Pattern” or “Model for all our Prayers: 

 

 Begin with relationship-Our Father who art in heaven 

 Proceed to worship-Hallowed be Thy name 

 Pray first for God’s will to be done-Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven 

 THEN we present personal petitions (notice this comes 4th!)… 

 

 (1) Ask God for provision-“Give us this day our daily bread” 

 (2). Ask God for protection from temptation-“And lead us not into 

temptation…”  

 (3) Ask God for deliverance from evil-“But deliver us from evil” 

 

 4. Using this model will transform our prayer life! And it all begins with the 

most important 2 words in the prayer…. 

 

”Our Father”! 

 

   B. Focusing on the Father 

 

 1. Jesus is telling us that the foundation of effectual prayer is how we come 

to God on the basis of relationship.  

 

“The essence of true prayer is found in the two words, Our Father' If you can 

say from your heart, whatever your condition, `My Father', in a sense your 

prayer is already answered. It is just this realization of our relationship to 

God that we so sadly lack”.” 

David Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

 

 2. We make a big mistake when we rush into praying our petitions before we 

establish our position…that we are coming to God as “our Father”!  
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“Throughout the centuries, whether Roman Catholic or Protestant, all have 

been agreed about this, that the first step in prayer is to come to God on the 

basis of relationship.” 

David Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

 

 3. The scholars call this “recollection”; before we start asking for things, we 

settle our hearts and minds on our relationship to God as our Father.  

 

 4. Derek Prince, one of the greatest Bible teachers of the previous 

generation, said this… 

 

“It is the Fatherhood of God  

that makes Christianity different from all other religions.” 

Derek Prince 

 

  a. Study the world’s great religions; none of them present God as 

“Father”!  

 

 5. And in even in our Christian Bibles, the revelation of God as “our Father” 

is not found in our Old Testament! 

 

  a. Israel knew God by many names; Jehovah, Elohim, El Shaddai, 

Almighty God, Lord of Hosts…but Israel did not understand God as “Father”. 

Why is this?  

 

“God reserved the revelation of God as our Father until the New Testament 

because only Christ the Son can reveal God the Father.” 

Derek Prince 

 

 6. No one can know God as Father unless Jesus reveals His so! 

 

  All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows the 

Son except the Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and 

the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him. 

Matthew 11:27   NKJV 



4 

 

 7. The revelation of God as Father is reserved for believers. 

 

“It is only those who are true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ who can say 

‘Our Father’ It is only those of whom the Beatitudes are true who can say 

with any confidence, ‘Our Father’. 

David Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

 

  a. It is an exclusive privilege.  

 

   C. Lessons from the True Lord’s Prayer 

 

 1. We need to point out that what we call the Lord’s Prayer in the Sermon on 

the Mount should really be called the “Disciple’s Prayer” because Jesus is not 

praying it; He is teaching His Disciples how to pray. 

 

 2. The true Lord’s Prayer is Jesus talking to His Father in John 17. 

 

     "I have revealed you to the ones you gave me from this world. They were 

always yours. You gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 

John 17:6    NLT 

 

  a. Who are the ones God gave Him, the ones who were “always His”? 

The Apostle Paul says they are the ones God chose for adoption before the 

foundation of the world! 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He 

chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 

blameless before Him. In love 5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through 

Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 6 to the 

praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the 

Beloved.  

Ephesians 1:3-7         NASB 
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  b. We can call God “our Father” because it was His will that we 

become His children before the foundation of the world! So we receive the Spirit… 

 

For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received 

the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." 

Romans 8:15     NKJV 

 

 3. Surely here we have the foundation for all effectual prayer; we begin all 

our prayers by settling in to our sonship; we establish our position before we bring 

our petitions. God is not the Father of everyone. But He is to those He chose. 

 

 4. I have to pause here because at this point, for some reason, instead of just 

praising God for His amazing grace in choosing us as His children, I run into some 

Christians want to argue with it! 

 

  a. Some say, “Well, I believe Jesus prays for everybody!” But He says 

He doesn’t. 

 

I pray for them. I pray not for the world, but for them that thou hast given 

me; for they are yours. 

John 17:9 

 

 5. God the Son came to reveal God the Father to those God chose for 

adoption as sons before the foundation of the world. 

 

  a. Not everyone can call God “Father”. But we can because of… 

 

“…the spirit of adoption, by which we cry ‘Abba, Father’” 

 

  b. I remember teaching this one time and someone came to me 

afterward and said they didn’t like this doctrine because, “It doesn’t seem fair”.  

 

I gave them this parable… 

Let’s say you were born out of wedlock and abandoned by your parents. But one 

day a rich and powerful man came into the orphanage and chose to adopt you. 
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Suddenly, he is your father and you are his son, and you are given all the privileges 

of a son. You can bring all your needs to him on the basis of your relationship. 

But instead of enjoying him as your father, all you can do is complain to him that it 

wasn’t fair that he only adopt you; you criticize him because he didn’t adopt 

everyone in the orphanage! If you think God is unjust, no wonder you can’t pray 

well! 

 

 6. Which brings me to my final point: Christianity, like the Lord’s Prayer, is 

about relationship. It’s about knowing God. 

 

   Now this is eternal life, that they may know Thee, the only true God, and 

Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent.  

John 17:3    NASB 

 

  a. We must know the Son to be saved; we must know the Father to 

pray. 

 

III. Close 

 

   A. Relationship with the Father is the Foundation of Effectual Prayer 

  

 1.  Jesus begins the prayer with “Our Father”, which means that… 

 

Relationship with the Father is the foundation of effectual prayer. 

 

 2. We need to take time establishing our position before we present our 

petitions. 

 

 3. The enemy of taking time to pray today is all our technology. Television, 

Cell phones, Facebook, Twitter, email and I-phones compete for our time. 

 

 4. But I believe God will use our frustration with all this technology to move 

us to a higher desire for intimacy with God. As Pastor Time Keller says…. 

 

“The higher the tech the more we need the touch”. 
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  a. When we call for help, and we’re sent through a series of 

recordings, everything in us is screaming, “I want to talk to a person!” 

  b. We’re discovering that Twitter, Facebook and text messaging only 

create the illusion of relationship; when what we really want is to truly connect 

with another person. 

  c. We realize we know these people but we don’t really know them. 

 

 5. In the same way, you can be around God and not recognize His 

Fatherhood! 

 

  a. In John 14, Philip asked Jesus, “Show us the Father and we’ll be 

satisfied!” Jesus replied… 

 

Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to 

know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; 

John 14:9 

 

 6. From now on, in all our prayers, may we begin with “Our Father”; and 

trust Jesus to fulfil this promise… 

 

"O righteous Father, the world doesn't know you, but I do; and these disciples 

know you sent me. I have revealed you to them, and I will continue to do so. 

Then your love for me will be in them, and I will be in them." 

John 17:25-26     NLT 

 

ALTAR CALL AND PRAYER 


