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THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN  
Studies in the Sermon on the Mount 

Part Fourteen 
“How Christ Fulfilled The Law”     

 
I. Review 
 

 We are working our way through the Sermon on the Mount, the 
greatest sermon ever preached by the greatest Preacher who ever lived 

 This is the Lord’s longest continuous discourse recorded in the Bible, 106 

verses that contain the Beatitudes, the Lords’ Prayer, and the Golden Rule 
 There are so many preaching jewels in the box that we can forget to 

appreciate the setting, or the context of each piece…  
 

“No part of this Sermon can be truly understood except in the light of the 

whole.” 
David Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

 
Overall, the Sermon is a perfect picture of what we call “The Normal 

Christian Life”; the only place in the Bible where Jesus tells us what a true 
Believer looks like! 

 
 Context so far: 1-He begins with the Beatitudes, 8 descriptions of the new 

nature we have received when we are born again; it shows us how we are 
truly and completely different from the world (vv.3-; 2-Then He tells us of 
the persecution we can expect to receive because we are so different; 3-
Finally, He tells us the effect we will have on the unbelieving world: salt that 
preserves it from further rottenness and light that brings the Gospel to the 
darkness… 

But now the Lord goes another direction! He switches gears. We come to a whole 
new section of the Sermon with this…  
Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come 

to destroy, but to fulfil. 
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For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall 
in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 

Matthew 5:17-18   KJV 
 

 From the context, it’s as if He is saying, “Don’t think the Christian life is 

just about being; it’s also about doing; don’t think the new things I am 
teaching do away with the old things that God has been saying from the 
beginning!”  

 
“We must never drive a wedge between the Old Testament and the New. 

We must never feel that the New makes the Old unnecessary.” 
David Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

 
 The Bible is ONE BOOK! Yes, there are 2 parts; an Old Testament and a 

New Testament; but they are not contradictory! Old Testament truth is 
confirmed and fulfilled in the New Testament; New Testament truth reveals 
in reality all that the Old Testament pointed toward… 

 
“The Old Testament is the New Testament concealed; the New Testament is 

the Old Testament revealed.” 
Paraphrasing St. Augustine 

 
II. How Is The Christian To Think of the Law and the Old Testament? 
 
   A. The New Does Not Do Away With The Old! 
 
 1. The New Testament is filled with Old Testament scripture! 
 

THERE ARE 2606 REFERENCES TO THE OLD TESTAMENT IN THE 
NEW TESTAMENT…605 IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION ALONE! 

 
  a. Jesus directly quoted the OT almost 50 times. 
  b. The Apostle Paul quoted the OT 268 times in his writings, 105 of 
them in the Book of Romans alone. 
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 2. Jesus told the Pharisees…. 
     

"You search the Scriptures because you think they give you eternal life. But 
the Scriptures point to me!”       John 5:39     NLT 

 
 3. After the resurrection, Jesus appears to 2 of His disciples who don’t even 

recognize Him… 
 

And beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them 
the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures. 

Luke 24:27       NASB 
 

  a. Notice that when Jesus wanted to reveal Himself to His disciples, 
all He needed was to show Himself to them in the Old Testament! 
 
“Everything that is in the law and the prophets culminates in Christ, and He 

is the fulfilment of them. It is the most stupendous claim that He ever made.” 
David Martyn Lloyd Jones 

 
 4. This is why He says, “Think not I am come to abolish the Law and the 

Prophets”; because it’s exactly what we tend to do when we follow the errors of 
dispensationalism? 
 

Errors of Dispensational Thinking 
 

 “The New Testament has replaced the Old Testament so I need not concern 
myself with it.” 

 “The Old Testament was about Law; but the New Testament is about grace. 

I’m not under Law I’m under grace so the Law has nothing to say to me.” 
 

 5. But Jesus says, “Don’t think that way! I have not come to do away with 
the Law and the Old Testament, I have come to fulfill it!” So what does that mean? 

 
 “fulfill” 

(pleroosai)  
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To make full; to fill; to fill to the full; in Matthew 5:17, to cause God’s will, as 

made known under the law, to be obeyed as it should be, and God’s promises 

given through the prophets, to receive fulfilment. 
Thayer’s Greek Lexicon 

____________________________________ 
 

“The real meaning of the word `fulfil' is to carry out, to fulfil in the sense of 
giving full obedience to it, literally carrying out everything that has been said 

and stated in the law and in the prophets.” 
David Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

 
 6. The great Puritan commentator Matthew Henry several ways that Christ 
“fulfills” the Law: 
 

Christ “Fulfills” The Law & the OT 
 

1. By obeying all its commands 
2. By making good the promises of the Law 

 
  a. Jesus “in all respects yielded perfect obedience to the law, honored 
his parents, kept the Sabbath, prayed, gave alms, and did that which never any one 
else did, obeyed perfectly; He never broke the law in any thing.”  
  b. Secondly, He “made good the promises of the Law and the 

predictions of the Prophets.” 

  
 Moses, in Genesis 3, predicted one who would come to “crush the head” of 

the serpent; the “seed of the woman”…referring to God who would become 

human; fulfilled by Jesus 
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 The Prophet Jeremiah said He would be a descendent of David, fulfilled by 
Jesus 

 The Prophet Micah said He would be born in Bethlehem, fulfilled by Jesus 
 The Prophet  Malachi said He would come and visit His temple; fulfilled by 

Jesus 
 The Prophet Isaiah said He would bear the punishment for the sins of His 

people, fulfilled by Jesus 
 

 
 

 Genesis tells us He would be the seed of Abraham and born of the tribe of 
Judah 

 Isaiah says He would be born of a virgin 
 Hosea that He would be called out of Egypt, fulfilled by Jesus 

 
Actually, there are 353 Old Testament prophecies fulfilled by Jesus Christ; 

for a complete list, email ray@ccnashville.com) 
 

  c. Thirdly…. 
 

Christ “Fulfills” The Law & the OT 
 

• By obeying all its commands 
• By making good the promises of the Law 

• By fulfilling its types and shadows 
________________________________________ 

 
TYPOLOGY OF CHRIST 

mailto:ray@ccnashville.com
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 He is the ram God gave Abraham in Genesis 22 so Isaac could be spared 
 He is the Passover Lamb of Exodus 12, whose blood saved Israel from the 

Destroyer  
 He is “tree” of Exodus 15, that Moses cut down to heal the bitter waters of 

Marah 
 He is the “Manna” in Exodus 16, the daily bread that dropped from heaven 

to feed God’s people 
 He is the “rock” struck by Moses in Exodus 17, which gave water to Israel 

in the Wilderness 
 He is the “serpent of brass” in Numbers 21, lifted up in the wilderness that 

saved Israel from snakebites 
 

 Jesus also fulfills all types of the 5 different kinds of offerings God 
commanded of Israel: Burnt offering, Meal offering, Peace offering, Sin 
offering, Trespass offering; His work on the Cross fulfills all the ceremonial 
Law once and for all! 

 How? Because He is the final ultimate “Lamb of God” who takes away the 

sin of the world! 
No wonder He said…. 
 

“I am not come to abolish the Law, but to fulfill it…” 
Matthew 5:17 

 
 7. So some of you might say, “Since Jesus fulfilled all the commandments, 

then I don’t have to”. Keep reading…. 
 

For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall 
in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 

Matthew 5:17-18   KJV 
 

III. Conclusion: 
 
   A. The 613 Commandments of the Law Fall Into 3 Categories 
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 1. The Civil Laws, the Ceremonial Laws, and the Moral Law 
 
  a. The civil laws related to the theocratic nation Israel;  
  b. The ceremonial laws related to the priesthood and sacrifice system  
  c. The moral laws, all of which come from the 10 commandments, 
 

“The Christian must assume that it is our obligation to obey any Old 

Testament commandment unless the New Testament clearly indicates 
otherwise.” 

Dr. Greg Bahnsen 
 

 2. We are not required to obey the civil laws of Israel. 
 
 3. We no long follow the ceremonial laws regarding the Levitical priesthood, 
the sacrificial system and all the blood offerings because the sacrifice of Christ as 
the Lamb of God makes them unnecessary. 
 
 4. But the 10 commandments and all the laws relating to behavior and ethics, 
are commanded to believers throughout the New Testament. 
 
 5. In the next study, we will see how Jesus not only affirms these 
commandments for us today, but He even makes them stronger than they were in 
the Old Testament!  
 
“Unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will 

never enter the Kingdom of heaven.” 
Matthew 5:20 

 
    B. Altar Call and Prayer 


