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THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE 
Studies in the Sermon on the Mount 

Part Nine 

“Blessed Are The Peacemakers” 

 
I. Review 

We are working our way through the Sermon on the Mount; the greatest sermon 
ever preached by the greatest Preacher who ever lived. 

We call it the “Normal Christian Life” because it is a perfect picture of what true 
Christianity looks like. 

Jesus begins with 8 “Be-Attitudes”; which represent who we are in Christ when 
we are “born again”: 

 A Christian is “poor in spirit”, having a sense of spiritual neediness 
 One who will “mourn” and grieve over his sins and the sins of the world 
 The Christian is meek; gentle towards others; one who can be corrected 
 He “hungers and thirst after righteousness”; someone who desires to be more 

like Jesus 
 The believer is “merciful” toward others; and “pure in heart”; who hungers 

after holiness 
 These Beatitudes are not Jesus telling us how we are to be saved; He is 

describing the “who” that are saved! 

Do not fall into the mistake of supposing that the Beatitudes set forth how we 
are to be saved, or you may cause your soul to stumble. The Beatitudes 

answers the question, "Who are the saved?" or, "What are the marks and 
evidences of a work of grace in the soul?" 

Charles Spurgeon 

He goes on…. 

“These are the marks of the blessed ones, given by the One who cannot err, 
who cannot be deceived, and who, as their Redeemer, knows his own.” 
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So today we come to the 7th Beatitude; noting that anytime you come to the 7th 
item in any list in the Bible, always means it is the “crown” of all that comes 

before… 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God.” 

Matthew 5:10 

One of the greatest signs that we are children of God is that as our lives show 
evidence of the 1st 6 Beatitudes, we eventually express the nature of God as 
“peacemakers”. 

Observe carefully, and you will see that each new Beatitude rises above those 
which precede it. The first Beatitude is by no means so elevated as the third, 
nor the third as the seventh. There is a great advance from the poor in spirit 

to the pure in heart and the peacemaker. 

C.H. Spurgeon 

So let’s take a good look at this one… 

II. Blessed Are The Peacemakers 

The great need of the world today is for a greater number of peacemakers. 

David Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

   A.  Why? Because There is Little Peace in a Sinful World! 

Why are there wars in the world? Why is there this constant international 
tension? What is the matter with the world? There is only one answer to these 

questions-sin. Nothing else; it is just sin. 

Lloyd-Jones 

 1. The Bible tells us that all the evils in the world sprang from one bite of the 
forbidden fruit and plunged the human race into a bottomless pit of relational 
conflict. 

 2. The 1st murder in human history was a brother killing his brother; 
and it was a dispute over religion! 

 3. For 6,000 years, the sons of Adam have been consistent in confirming this 
biblical truth! 
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 4. Down through the centuries, men have sought peace by making treaties. 
In 1920, the “League of Nations” was created to insure peace; it lasted just 26 
years, unable to prevent World War II. 

  a. At the close of WWII, the world tried again to create an 
international peace-keeping organization with the “United Nations”; another 

miserable failure. Today the U.N. is virtually good for nothing except as a 
sounding board for anti-Israel, anti-United States rhetoric. 

 5. If history has taught us anything, it would be the futility of humanism and 
idealism as peacekeeping principles. 

 6. But God’s solution is to deal with sin by changing men’s hearts; and He 

calls those men “peacekeepers”. 

   B. What is a “Peacemaker”? 

 1. Here’s what some of the great Bible scholars and commentators have said: 

Peacemakers as "those who make men friends with each other; those who 
cause people to be friends; those who help people to live in peace; those who 
make peace between people; or "those who work to stop people from being 

enemies." 

UBS New Testament Handbook 

 2. The great Albert Barnes said… 

“The peacemakers are those who strive to prevent contention, and strife; who 
use their influence to reconcile opposing parties, and to prevent lawsuits and 

hostilities in families and neighborhoods. Every man may do something of 
this; and no man is more like God than he who does it.” 

Albert Barnes 

 3. That’s the key! The Peacemakers are called “the children of God” because 

we are sons and daughters of the “God of peace”! 

“One of the most glorious definitions of the being and character of God in the 

Bible is Hebrews 13:20, `the God of peace, who brought again from the dead 
our Lord Jesus'”. 

David Martyn Lloyd-Jones 



4 
 

 4. The good news of the Gospel is that God sent His Son, the man, to make 
peace between God and man possible! 

“As all men are represented to be in a state of hostility to God and each other, 
the Gospel is called the Gospel of peace, because it tends to reconcile men to 

God and to each other.” 

Adam Clarke 

 5. The Gospel is the Good News that God Himself is a “Peacemaker”! 

“That is why the peacemakers are `children of God'. What they do is to repeat 
what God has done. So the Son of God is called the Prince of Peace.” 

David Martyn Lloyd Jones 

‘…having made peace through the blood of his cross'. 

Colossians 1:20 

  a. Through the Cross He reconciled the great racial division of His 
day, Jew versus Gentile…     

Ephesians 2:14-18 

For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the 
middle wall of partition between us; 15 Having abolished in his flesh the 

enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make 
in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 16 And that he might 
reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity 

thereby: 17 And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to 
them that were nigh. 18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit 

unto the Father. 

 6. All we ever need to solve all the racial division and strife in the world is 
in the Cross! For Christian to act like Christians! 

*Last week I saw the heartbreaking documentary movie, “I Am Not Your 
Negro”; I left so grieved at how far short the American church has fallen 

when it comes to bringing peace between black and white. 
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 7. But it all begins right at home! In our families; in our friendships; and in 
the Church. 

Since God has declared himself reconcilable to us all, he will not own those for 
his children who are implacable (unbending or unmerciful) in their enmity to 
one another; for if the peacemakers are blessed, woe to the peace-breakers! 

Matthew Henry 

 8. So how do we put peacemaking into practice? 

III. 3 Principles of Peacemaking 

3 Principles of Peacemaking 

 Know when to hold your peace 
 Know when to speak your piece 

 Pursuing peace where possible, but never at the expense of the truth 

   A. Know When To Hold Your Peace  

 1. Know when to hold your peace. (Know when to “shut up!”) 

The peacemaker is a man who knows when not to say things. He often feels 
like saying them, but for the sake of peace he does not. The natural man is so 
strong in us. You often hear Christian people say, `I must express my mind'. 

What if everybody were like that! 

David Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

  a. Ah, Dr. Jones, our problem today is that everybody IS like that! 

  b. We call it “social media”; it has some good…but how much of it 
never should have been posted? 

SOCIAL MEDIA CAN BE A “DISTURBER OF THE PEACE!” 

  c. Testimony! (How many of you had a great day going until you saw 
something on Facebook? 

 2. One of the greatest American values is freedom of speech; but it’s also 

one of the most abused. 

  a. Think about all the anger out there today; all the strife; the 
demonstrators… 
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WHAT IF EVERYBODY WOULD JUST SHUT UP FO A DAY? 

  b. Dr. Jones said:  

If only we could all control our tongues there would be much less discord in 
this world.  Lloyd-Jones 

  c. The Apostle James grew up in the same house as Jesus; he said it 
this way… 

My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow 
to speak and slow to become angry, for man's anger does not bring about the 

righteous life that God desires. 

James 1:19-20     NIV 

 3. Why don’t we take time to LISTEN to each other? To seek to understand 

before we seek to make ourselves understood? To hold our peace… 

But not only that; do not repeat things when you know they are going to do 
harm. 

Lloyd-Jones 

 4. The greatest enemies of peace are gossip and tale bearing. 

 5. We preachers can get so obsessed with telling you God is love that we 
forget to tell you that there are 7 things He hates!     

These six things the Lord  hates, Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: A 
proud look, A lying tongue, Hands that shed innocent blood, A heart that 

devises wicked plans, feet that are swift in running to evil,  a false witness who 
speaks lies, and one who sows discord among brethren. 

Proverbs 6:16-19      NKJV 

  a. There is something in human nature that welcomes gossip.  

Where there is no wood, the fire goes out; And where there is no talebearer, 
strife ceases. 21 As charcoal is to burning coals, and wood to fire, So is a 

contentious man to kindle strife. 22 The words of a talebearer are like tasty 
trifles, and they go down into the inmost body.  

Proverbs 26:20-22     NKJV 
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  b. But being a peacemaker isn’t just about knowing when to hold our 

piece; it’s also knowing when to speak our piece. 

   B. 2nd Principle: Know When To Speak Your Piece 

 1. Peacemakers know when to shut up and when to speak up.  

  a. In Ecclesiastes 3, Solomon said….     

To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the 
heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die…a time to weep, and a time to 

laugh; then in verse 7… 

“…a time to rend, a time to sow; a time to keep silence and a time to speak.” 

Ecclesiastes 3:7 

 2. We as the Church in America got it backwards; we spoke when we should 
have shut up; we held our peace so much we failed to speak our piece. 

“All that is required for evil to triumph is for good men to do nothing.” 

Irish statesman Edmund Burke 

 3. Misguided Christian peacemakers had a policy of appeasement toward 
Adolf Hitler in the 1930’s and watched in silence as his Nazi regime plunged 
Europe into WWII!  

“Silence in the face of evil is itself evil; God will not hold us guiltless. Not to 

speak is to speak; not to act is to act.” 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 4. Peacemakers know when to hold their piece and when to speak their 
piece; and finally…    

   C. Peacemakers Pursue Peace, Where Possible, But Never at the Expense of 
the Truth 

 1. Life always brings us to a place where we are tempted to think God wants 
us to work for “peace at any price”; or that God is willing for us to sacrifice the 
truth in the name of peace. But that is not right! 
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Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all 
men. If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 

Romans 12:17-19     NASB 

  a. Peace means “no vengeance” or payback 

  b. It means standing up for what is right 

  c. “If possible, so far as it depends on us, we are to be at peace….”  

Which means that it is not always possible! 

 2. We are living in a culture that requires everyone to be OK with everyone 
else: Christians are expected to be at peace and put up with everything these days. 

  a. You want to get an abortion?  

  b. You want a same-sex marriage? 

  c. You believe the church is not to speak to the issues of the state? 

 3. At some point, the world will always demand that the church not only 
tolerate, but approve of sinful things and all in the name of peace. 

“We must not let any of God’s truth fall to the ground. We must not be so in 

love with the golden crown of peace that we pluck off the jewels of truth. 
Better to let peace go than to let truth go.” 

Thomas Watson 

 4. Peacemakers pursue peace, but not at the expense of the truth; and 
eventually, the truth can be confrontive. 

  a. The Apostle Paul wanted peace in the church; but he had to speak 
up to correct the errors in the church of Galatia with strong rebuke, finally 
saying…     

Have I now become your enemy because I am telling you the truth? 

Galatians 4:16      NLT 

  b. I always try to speak the truth in love; but some get angry anyways, 
because as one celebrity said it… 

“The truth sounds like hate to those who hate the truth.” 
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  c. Taking a biblical position today on issues like gay marriage and 
abortion will be called “hate speech”; so much for peace. 

“I would rather have thousands to say to me at the judgment, ‘We heard you 

preach and you hurt our feelings’ than to have just one lost soul say, ‘I heard 

you preach but you did not tell me the truth’. 

John T. Lewis 

IV. Conclusion: 

   A. Blessed Are The Peacemakers 

3 Principles of Peacemaking 

 Know when to hold your peace 
 Know when to speak your piece 

 Pursuing peace where possible, but never at the expense of the truth 

   B. Communion and Prayer 


