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This is a small ‘thank you ‘ for having subscribed to the Maps and 
Prints Newsletter.  Its a super quick guide and I hope the info 
helps you. Even if its just a reminder of what to keep in mind when 
buying antique maps online especially from sites like ebay. Other 
online help can be found on the resources page at my website.   
Enjoy!

The information contained in this guide is for informational purposes only.  Any 
business advice I give is based on my own experience and I am not a lawyer or an 
accountant.  You should always seek the advice of a qualified professional before 
acting on something I have published or recommended.  Please understand that 
there are some links in this guide that I may benefit from financially.  Any Third 
Party Materials, information, products or services comprise the products and 
opinions of such Third Parties.  I do not assume responsibility or liability for any 
Third Party materials or opinions. Publication of such Third Party Material is simply 
a recommendation and an expression of my own opinion of that material.  It does 
not guarantee any success and or earnings related to you or your business.  No 
part of this publication shall be reproduced, transmitted, or sold in whole or in part 
in any form, without the prior written consent of the author.  All trademarks and 
registered trademarks appearing in this guide are the property of their respective 
owners.  Users of this guide are advised to do their own due diligence before 
making business decisions and always seek the guidance of a qualified 
professional.

 © 2019 Rare Maps And Prints Ltd. All Rights Reserved.



I thought it might be good to put a 
face to the name!  In future if you need 
to contact me about Antique Maps or Rare 
Prints or for something to do with some 
online resource I make available you will 
now be able to ‘put a face to the name’.  

I’m hugely passionate about Maps 
and Prints as a collector, plus I buy and 
sell online and offline.  This subject has 
been my main focus since I decided to start building an online business.  As an 
entrepreneur I’ve been involved mainly in the creative and entertainment industries 
in the past and have seen huge change with ‘disruptive’ technologies as I’m sure 
you have.  It may seem ‘strange’ ‘crazy’ or even a bit ‘wacky’ but I believe that as 
the world we live in continues to becomes more digital, good old ‘PAPER’  like old 
maps and prints, will become even more collectable, valuable and prized by its 
passionate owners.  I wish I had got started earlier!

Maybe you’re just getting started as a collector, then this information can 
help you to avoid some pretty basic mistakes when it comes to buying online.

Lastly if you’re thinking about starting a collection of Antique Maps the 
best advice I can give is.........GET GOING ASAP!  There’s a healthy supply in the 
market for a vast array of collectables but for those finer items its a more limited 
supply. As each year or decade passes it will become harder to find and likely more 
expensive to buy...........There’s no going back to the manufacturer for another 
one........this is the world of limited editions!

So what are those Mistakes?   How can you avoid them . . . .



 Check Out the Seller
MISTAKE No 1:  NOT KNOWING THE SELLER  

If buying via an online auction, website or using ebay where you bid on an 
item or buy with ‘Buy Now’, it’s sensible to check out the seller. With ebay you 
can take a look at a seller’s Feedback Profile, feedback ratings and 
comments. With other online sites check out the seller or auction house 
reputation. Take some time to get to know who you are dealing with.

On Ebay - Sellers may also want to view a buyer’s Feedback Profile to see 
how reliable the buyer has been in the past. Its a two way process. 

With Ebay Feedback consists of a positive, negative, or neutral rating, along 
with a short comment.  Buyers and sellers build reputations that are based on 
all the Feedback ratings and comments left by their trading partners.  Doing 
business with reliable people makes life a lot easier.  Feedback ratings can 
make or a break a seller’s reputation because buyers can register their 
approval or disapproval of their transaction. 

SOLUTION: KNOW THE SELLER BEFORE YOU BUY!  

Always take a little time to check out the seller.  Get to know the kind of 
service the seller provides.  Its important to know how the person or company 
operates their business and how they treat buyers.  



 Check the Small Print

MISTAKE No 2:  NOT CHECKING DESCRIPTION & PHOTOS 

I bet you’ve heard this said before “I forgot to check the small print”.  Ever 
done that yourself on some really important transaction or deal?  Most of us 
have at sometime or other.  Buying online has become so easy these days 
that it is easy to forget or just not check on the details! 

When it comes to Antique maps, often these items can have a high value.  All 
the more reason to make sure you check the description and images carefully 
or ask for more images. The item description has so much useful information 
— It will tell you not only about the item itself, but also about other important 
information like: 
•What are the shipping costs?

• Where is the item located?

• Will the item be shipped internationally? (Any extra fees / taxes?)

• What payment options does the seller offer?

• Does the seller have a return policy? 



With ebay a seller's Feedback reflects the experiences that other buyers had 
with them.  When you read the seller's Feedback before you bid or Buy It 
Now on eBay you can evaluate:  
• The number and percentage of positive Feedback

• The type and value of items sold

• Comments included in the Feedback—both the comments left about 

the seller, and comments left by the seller.

If other members have had similar successful transactions with the seller, you 
can be more confident that your transaction will also be positive. 

SOLUTION: CHECK ALL AVAILABLE INFORMATION 

Whoever you’re buying from online website or auction house, before placing 
a bid, you should know the seller and their reputation then decide whether 
you want to do business with this seller, for this transaction.

There are a number of safe payment options these days like PayPal or using 
bank transfers or credit cards for those sellers who accept credit cards 
directly.
  



 Watching the World 
Go By

MISTAKE No 3: HE WHO HESITATES IS LOST 

It’s true that an individual who cannot come to a decision will usually suffer for 
it.   This can be a real danger when it comes to buying on sites like ebay.  I’m 
not saying ‘DONT’ watch an item that may be of interest to you but you need 
to be careful.  

The danger is while you're busy 'NOT WATCHING" another buyer gets in and 
grabs the item you were interested in.   Obviously if you have the time you 
can keep on checking an item and it pays to visit eBay periodically during the 
day or night in case an item comes up with a Buy It Now or Make an Offer 
option however the danger is a rival buyer nabs it.  

The reality is we are all very busy people and “Watching the World Go By” 
can become a huge waste of time.  I favour and recommend acting quickly.  
For those who have time available (who are these people?) eBay can be a 
fun diversion while you’re pondering a work problem or killing time waiting for 
a friend.  BUT don’t fall victim to watching the world go by!   



SOLUTION:  APPROACH SELLER QUICKLY 

If you see an item and it's definitely what you’re after, you’ve checked out the 
seller and all available information, description, pictures etc, yes all the small 
print as suggested, then I recommend take action immediately.  If the item 
is listed as "BUY IT NOW" and you are hesitant about the price then simply 
contact the seller immediately to see if there is room for manoeuvre on the 
price - If you don't ask you don't get.  There is no harm in approaching a 
seller and politely asking is there a deal to be done.



Get What You Pay For
MISTAKE No 4:  LOWEST PRICE IS ALWAYS THE BEST  

Even if you’ve only watched one episode of Antiques Roadshow, you know 
that a chip on a vase sharply decreases its value.  The same holds true for 
antique maps, condition is king!  It’s unlikely that you’re going to pick up a 
high quality item at a givaway price, unless the seller simply does not know 
what they are selling or its value.  Yes it does happen, that’s why it’s good to 
develop a good background knowledge about the maps you’re interested in 
or at least have a reliable source for quick reference online to check up on 
items for clarification.  If you’re looking to sell on in the near future or as a 
collector banking on an increased return in the future you must balance the 
quality, condition, price issue. 

SOLUTION:  REMEMBER - YOU GET WHAT YOU PAY FOR

Rarely does quality come cheap, however sometimes you can get lucky 
and this is certainly possible when buying on sites like Ebay.  Be careful, 
quality is everything.  Don’t fall into the trap of buying ‘cheap‘ as the saying 
goes, normally “You Get What You Pay for”.



An Eye on the Price

MISTAKE No 5:  ASSUMING THE PRICE IS THE PRICE!  

With ebay you assume the Buy it Now Price is the Buy it Now Price!  Ok?  Let 
me explain what I mean.   BUY IT NOW is pretty self-explanatory when it 
comes to Ebay.  Most of us use this service especially when we know the real 
value of a particular item we are after.  Once you've checked out the listing 
carefully, know the item is genuine and meets all the right criteria then what 
else is there to do other than 'BUY IT NOW'.  

If however you feel that the BUY IT NOW price is let's say somewhat OTT 
(Over the top) and let's be honest we have all seen instances of this with 
online selling, then I say DO NOT assume the buy it now price is the buy it 
now price.  Why?  Because some sellers use very inflated prices when listing 
items.  

So why not simply approach the seller and ask if there is room to move on or 
reduce the price?  You might be pleasantly surprised and at worse they can 
only say no.  You know the saying.  If you don't ask…….

One thing I would say when choosing to approach sellers in this way about 
rare maps and prints. Be reasonable yourself if you choose to suggest a 
price.  You don’t want to offend anyone.



  
I've had a few instances selling collectable rare maps online when some 
individuals have contacted me and suggested a ridiculously low price. I'm 
always up for a bit of negotiation or doing a deal as I come from a 
negotiation/deal background.  However when potential buyers offer a silly 
price it is unlikely to work out well for the buyer.  

With ebay and Amazon often sellers and dealers will list items for sale at an 
inflated or 'marked up' price.  This 'mark up' helps cover the sellers costs with 
the whole online transaction, Ebay, Amazon, transaction and Paypal fees etc.  
Often the same items, available direct from these sellers via their own 
website or online store will cost you less.  You can look for yourself and 
compare such prices.  

There is no harm in asking to see if there is any room to move on the price.

SOLUTION:  ASSUME NOTHING - ASK! 

That’s it in a nutshell - Ask - I know it states the price or says ‘Buy Now’ - and 
you can if you want to, but be bold! Ask - Can they move on the price?



I Think it’s What I’m 
Looking For?

MISTAKE No 6:  NOT DOING YOUR RESEARCH!  

Antique maps can be a minefield when it comes to identification. So be sure 
to research your subject well so you are confident about 'key' methods of 
identification.  

Is a particular map a woodcut, copper engraving, steel engraving or 
lithograph? How about the colour, is it original old colour or colour that’s been 
added many years later or more recently?  Is the colour contemporary to the 
period or has it been added later?  You must be able to tell whether an 
antique map is valuable in its own right or is just an appealing reproduction.  

I often get asked about collectable maps we sell on our own website and 
sometimes via our ebay shop.  We use a variety of methods to reassure and 
assist potential buyers who are considering purchasing such items. 

 Online we can only provide a limited amount of images and information.  
When asked for additional information from buyers we can draw attention to 
available identification methods and reference works to clarify and put a 
buyers mind at rest. 

http://raremapsandprints.co.uk
http://raremapsandprints.co.uk
http://www.ebay.co.uk/usr/raremapsandprints
http://www.ebay.co.uk/usr/raremapsandprints


  
Genuine dealers and resellers are pleased to help buyers in this way.  It's a 
win win situation, the buyer can then buy with confidence and the seller 
having provided a high quality service knows that the buyer is very likely to 
return and buy again in the future.  

So don't make the mistake of not doing your research. Contact the seller, ask 
questions, get additional information and pictures if you need them.  Know 
what you are looking for, then you can buy with confidence.

SOLUTION:  KNOW WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING FOR
 
Do the research, then you can buy with confidence.

TIP:
This is the best ‘reference work’ recommendation I can give you, a must have 
for map and print collectors: 
How to Identify Prints by B. Gascoigne published by Thames & Hudson
Reprinted 2014.  

This is a complete guide to manual and mechanical processes.  The book is 
an exceptional introduction to the field of printmaking as a whole, a must 
have for art collectors. Check my RESOURCES page for more info about the 
book. 

http://raremapsandprints.co.uk/resources.html
http://raremapsandprints.co.uk/resources.html
http://raremapsandprints.co.uk/resources
http://raremapsandprints.co.uk/resources


IGNORE SHIPPING!
MISTAKE No 7:  USE THE CHEAPEST SHIPPING AVAILABLE

It’s always worth checking postage and shipping costs, especially if you're 
shipping oversees.  Depending on the item you're buying and it's value you 
are well advised to select a 'tracked' or 'signed for' delivery service from the 
ebay seller to be sure of a safe delivery.

 Many sellers provide a standard or even economy delivery service however 
'cheapest' is not always best.  Again communicating with the seller about 
available options is the route to take and most sellers of maps and prints are 
happy to help find a suitable and cost effective solution.

As a dealer myself I have only had a handful of low value items go missing 
with international postal services.  But its enormously frustrating when 
something mysteriously goes missing. 

We operate a 100% full refund policy, so we always make sure buyers get 
their money back.  Sadly however its not always possible to replace the 
collectable engraved print or rare map as there is often only a limited 
availability or the item may be very scarce.
  



SOLUTION:  SELLECT THE MOST SUITABLE SHIPPING 

So always check shipping costs and the options available to make sure of 
a smooth and trouble free delivery.  As a buyer getting your money back via a 
refund is normally pretty straight forward with most sellers.  

A little extra cost to secure a trackable or signed for service is well worth 
paying for when you've found that ‘gem’ you've been looking for.  Be sure to 
select the best method of shipping.



Lost Opportunity
MISTAKE No 8:  IGNORING BUSINESS SELLER INFORMATION

If you really want to get the best deals then you need to invest a little time in 
communicating with people.  If you've done your homework as mentioned in 
the previous points you can see the benefit in checking out the seller.

You quickly get an overview of the kind of service the seller delivers if you do 
your homework.  Most genuine dealers or sellers of antique maps and prints 
are 'people oriented' and look to develop a good relationship with buyers by 
offering an excellent service.  This in itself takes an investment of time and 
effort on the part of the seller.  Likewise if you want to get the best deals then 
you need to develop a working relationship with the seller.

DON’T ignore available business seller information!  To ensure 
compliance with EU/UK legal obligations, all listings by business sellers here 
in the UK including those on ebay have this information readily available at 
the bottom of each ebay listing.  This gives you the opportunity to contact the 
seller directly. 

SOLUTION:  FIND SELLER INFORMATION - TAKE ACTION!

Often provided are a business address, direct email address and a 
business phone number.  Having direct contact with a seller probably 
provides you your biggest opportunity.



NO AFTERCARE!
MISTAKE No 9:  INCORRECT TREATMENT OF ANTIQUE MAPS

Ok I know, the heading above does seem a bit dramatic, but subsequent care 
and maintenance of your antique map I assure you does need thinking about.  
If you've just paid a few pounds for a nice print with a picturesque local view 
and pop it into a basic frame and give it as a gift, fine.  

However collectors and YOU may be one of them can easily spend anything 
from a few hundred to even thousands of pounds especially those collecting 
antique maps as an investment.  The thing to keep in mind is that from the 
moment they are created, old maps will start deteriorating if not properly 
stored or handled. 

You've probably seen those rusty brown spots, known as foxing, this along 
with mildew are the most common problems which any collector should learn 
to reacognize in order to assure the proper care and maintenance of rare 
maps and prints.  Another enemy is discolouration which can be caused by 
dirt, dampness or the breakdown of the cellulose fiber's.

Sometimes works can be conservation cleaned, like engraved prints that 
sadly have had little care or maintenance for over 100 or 200 years!  But with 
maps this is best avoided except for the professional who can apply 
"moderate" restoration as is desirable.



SOLUTION:  TAKE PRACTICAL MAINTENANCE STEPS 

Firstly buy quality to avoid the need for conservation cleaning if you can. 
Then the best approach if you want to have your antique maps on display is 
to get the work professionally mounted and framed using archival framing 
standards where possible.  The use of Conservation quality mat boards is 
best.  There is a further cost involved in taking this approach but it is money 
well spent in the long run.  Here’s 4 Simple Steps:

• A GOOD PICTURE FRAME complements and protects the work.  Acid-free mats 
are used to prevent the glass from touching the surface of the map or print and 
these must be of archival quality.

• DON”T hang antique maps over radiators or air vents. The constant heat 

changes can affect the engraving and can be responsible for the warping of the 

paper.

• AVOID direct sunlight! Prolonged exposure will cause the map to fade and the 
paper will yellow.

• HANG maps with a slight forward tilt to leave space for air to circulate behind 
them.



Use What You’ve 
Already Found

BIGGEST MISTAKE OF ALL:  IGNORING RELIABLE SELLERS

In your quest for the lost ‘ark' you are so passionate about finding, you simply 
forget or ignore those you can rely on!  If you’ve found a good relable 
trustworthy dealer or seller are you utilizing the opportunity they can provide? 
If they are online, keep in touch, visit their site regularly, subscribe if they 
offer a newsletter! If they’re on Ebay - Did you ‘SAVE’ them in ‘Sellers You 
Follow’ in your ebay account?  Then they will show up in the ebay feed of 
your home page.  When you’ve have a good buying experience in the 
past this is the place to begin when you next are looking to buy.  Keep in 
mind,  even if the seller doesn’t have that particular antique map listed 
currently on their website it does not mean they will not have it in stock or can 
access it for you! - Bet you never thought of that!   
Why waste time spending hours searching endless listings hunting for the 
next best deal?  Contact and ask those reliable sellers you have delt with 
before.

SOLUTION:  USE YOUR RELIABLE SELLERS ‘LIST’
Make practical and effective use of the reliable trustworthy sellers you've 
already found!



Thank You!
BIG

  
Thanks again for taking the time to check out “9 Biggest Mistakes”  
Now you know how to avoid them. I hope you found some real value in 
the solutions and can use them to help you get the very best out of 
buying Antique Maps online.
More uselful resources are available on my website. To make sure you 
don’t miss out head over to RareMapsAndPrints.co.uk 

http://www.raremapsandprints.co.uk
http://www.raremapsandprints.co.uk



