
 
Rally Foundation Secures New Federal Funding Opportunity  

for Researching Pediatric, Adolescent and Young Adult Cancers 
 

National nonprofit organization leads the charge to obtain federal funding from the 
Department of Defense’s Congressionally Directed Medical Research Program 

 
ATLANTA – June 9, 2017 – Rally Foundation for Childhood Cancer Research 
(Rally), in partnership with The Nicholas Conor Institute (TNCI), is excited to 
announce that, for the first time in history, researchers can now apply for federal 
funding for pediatric, adolescent and young adult (AYA) cancers from the 
Department of Defense’s (DoD) Congressionally Directed Medical Research 
Program (CDMRP) as part of its $60 million Peer Reviewed Cancer Research Program. 
 
The journey to obtain this funding began when a small group of cancer advocates 
collaborated in Washington, D.C. to identify additional federal funding sources for 
childhood cancer research besides the National Institutes of Health (NIH), which gives 
less than 4% of its budget to research pediatric cancers. Rally and TNCI learned of 
the DoD’s $1 billion medical research budget. About $330 million of this budget 
supported research for cancers that have an average age of diagnosis of 66 years 
old, yet there was no money allocated for AYA or pediatric cancer research. 
 
“We immediately began researching how best we could make a case to have some of 
the CDMRP’s budget directed to researching cancers affecting children and AYAs since 
cancer is the #1 disease killer of both of these demographics in America,” explained 
Rally Founder and CEO Dean Crowe. “The NIH defines AYAs as persons who are 
15-39 years of age. We determined that 86% of the active military are AYAs, and 
almost half of them have children. The brave servicemen and women who put their 
lives at risk for our country were being left behind when it came to cancer research 
within the DoD CDMRP, and so were their children. I don’t think it was intentional, 
but it needed to be addressed.” 
 
Crowe wrote a white paper to provide evidence on the issue and propose a $30 million 
Peer Reviewed AYA and Pediatric Cancer Research Program. Rally and TNCI are 
grateful to Congressman Scott Peters (D-CA) and Congressman Michael 
McCaul (R-TX), founder of the Congressional Childhood Cancer Caucus, for 
submitting this request and their commitment to kids with cancer. 
 
Rally and TNIC then held meetings with the DoD subcommittee members of Congress 
to discuss the program. Further advocacy measures tapped into the grassroots 
childhood and AYA cancer communities to collect more than 800 signatories on 



a letter to the DoD subcommittee chairmen and ranking members, and The 
Truth 365 helped organize a nationwide call-in campaign to DoD 
subcommittee members’ offices asking them to support the inclusion of pediatrics 
and AYAs in the CDMRP. 
 
“We are so grateful for the grassroots support we’ve received across the country for 
our request,” Crowe said. “The support speaks directly to Rally’s mission of 
empowering volunteers to raise awareness and funds for childhood cancer research. 
It is unprecedented how quickly we received report language, and we are very 
grateful, but we are not stopping here. We will continue to pave the way towards our 
ultimate goal of having our own Peer Reviewed AYA and Pediatric Cancer Research 
Program.”  
 
To learn more about Rally’s advocacy work or sign the letter of support for 
the FY2018 request of the DoD CDMRP, visit RallyFoundation.org/DoD-
CDMRP. For more information on how to get involved with Rally, or to donate, visit 
RallyFoundation.org or @RallyFoundation on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 
 
About the Rally Foundation for Childhood Cancer Research 
Childhood cancer is the #1 disease killer of kids ages 0 to 15. Rally Foundation for Childhood 
Cancer Research (Rally), a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, empowers volunteers across the 
country to raise awareness and funds for childhood cancer research to find better treatments 
with fewer long-term side effects and, ultimately, cures. Since its founding in 2005, Rally has 
awarded more than $11 million in grants funding 252 research projects. According to 
independently audited financials, 93 cents of every dollar raised supports Rally’s mission. 
Rally holds a 4-star rating from Charity Navigator, is recognized as a GuideStar Platinum 
Participant and received the Independent Charities Seal of Excellence from America’s Best 
Charities. For more information, visit RallyFoundation.org.  
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