
Why marriage?
WEEK FOUR

“Therefore a man shall leave his father 
and mother and hold fast to his wife, and 

the two shall become one flesh.” This 
mystery is profound, and I am saying that 

it refers to Christ and the church.

Ephesians 5v31-32 (ESV)
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The bold questions are for family discussion, while the information in italics is to 
help you as the leader guide your conversation. You may feel more comfortable 
also reading the italicized portions. This is fine, but if you do, please allow time for 
everyone in your family to answer the question before reading this portion.

Main Idea: Marriage is a living picture that displays the Gospel to the world.

1. Why do you think people get married? What’s the point behind all of it? 
Marriage is definitely the place God designed for us to have children, raise a family, 
enjoy stability and closeness, and cultivate and grow as both spouses and children. 
Ultimately though, these reasons are not the true purpose of marriage.

2. What is our ultimate aim and purpose as people? Why did God create us? This 
question is a great refresh from the last few weeks of discussion. If needed, remind 
everyone that God made men and women in His image to reflect and display His 
character to the world. We do this through our God-given gender and through living 
out the unique gifts, personalities, and talents the Lord has given us. God created 
people in His image to display and reflect His character and glory.
 
3. Do you think there will be any connection between our individual purpose as 
image-bearers and the purpose of marriage? This question is designed to let 
everyone begin to think through the possibility that our role as image-bearers may 
actually impact why we get married.

4. Have a child read Ephesians 5:31-33.

5. What does the Bible say is the key purpose of marriage?  Verse 31 is a direct 
quote from Genesis 2:24. That means that from the very first marriage of Adam and 
Eve, marriage was designed to be a picture of Christ and the Church. In other 
words, marriage is to tell the story of the Gospel – to daily put the Gospel into flesh 
for people to see and understand.

6. How does this ultimate purpose of marriage impact the way you live? 
Ultimately, family and marriage are not just about ourselves, our homes, our 
happiness. Ultimately, marriage is about being a living picture of the Gospel to 
people around us – to our neighbors, co-workers, classmates, and more. As 
husbands and wives, our responsibility is not only to our family, but to everyone we 
interact with – to give them a living, tangible picture of the Gospel.
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Showing the Gospel in Marriage
Note: This exercise is only for adults.

We’ve seen that we are first and foremost made to reflect God’s image and 
character to the world. Even marriage is ultimately about imaging God’s 
phenomenal, sacrificial love to rescue us from our sin. 

However, there are a ton of priorities to balance –  your spouse, kids, extended 
family, work, school, church, and more. God has created us to be healthy and 
thrive when He is at the center of our lives (see diagram below). We get in trouble 
when we remove God from His central place and fill the gap with anything else. 
With your spouse (or a friend if you are single) spend some time honestly thinking 
through what is most central in your life right now and fill in the blank copy of the 
graphic below. Once you are done, talk about where you make certain things too 
important, like sports or work before family. After debriefing, talk through practical 
changes you can make to refocus your life on what is most important (God first, 
followed by marriage, then family, etc.).

1. God

2. Spouse 3. Children

4. Extended Family
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