
When do I teach my children?
WEEK ELEVEN

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 
one. You shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your might. And these words that I 

command you today shall be on your heart. 
You shall teach them diligently to your 

children, and shall talk of them when you sit 
in your house, and when you walk by the 
way, and when you lie down, and when you 
rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your 

hand, and they shall be as frontlets between 
your eyes. You shall write them on the 

doorposts of your house and on your gates.

Deuteronomy 6v4-9 (ESV)



Sermon Notes
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45



Weekly Devotion
WEEK ELEVEN
The bold questions are for family discussion, while the information in italics is to 
help you as the leader guide your conversation. You may feel more comfortable 
also reading the italicized portions. This is fine, but if you do, please allow time for 
everyone in your family to answer the question before reading this portion.

Main Point: It is important to create and celebrate spiritual milestones of God’s 
work in the life of a family. 

1. To start the conversation, have each person answer the question: If you could 
relive one day of your life over and over again, which would you choose?  

2. Read Joshua 4:1-7, but before you read, some brief context is helpful to share. 
After Israel’s escape (exodus) from Egypt, they wandered in the desert for 40 
years. Now under Joshua’s leadership, God finally allowed them to cross the 
Jordan River and enter the Promised Land. 

3. What did God instruct Joshua to do so that the Israelites would not forget this 
moment in history? Place 12 stones next to the Jordan River as a memorial so that 
generations of Israelites would see and be reminded of how God provided a way 
into the Promised Land.

4. What is one thing in your life that God has done that He wants you to 
remember?  

5. What is one thing you can do to remember and celebrate that moment? Is 
there a way you can commemorate it so that future generations will also learn 
about God’s faithfulness in your life?

6. After everyone shares, ask each person to pray, thanking God for His provi-
sion. Ask that God would remind you that you can trust Him in the future 
because of His faithfulness in the past.



Weekly Exercise
WEEK ELEVEN
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Making a Milestone Plan (from Village Church)
Note: This exercise is intended for adults only.

Using the resource below, spend some time considering the different life stages 
and events that your child might encounter and design some family discipleship 
milestones that you could dedicate to the Lord along the way. If you do not have 
younger children, consider other children you may be able to shape in these ways 
(grandkids, nieces/nephews, children of friends, etc).

BIRTH
     •Dedicate your child to the Lord at your local church. Invite your friends and family and 
     throw a party to celebrate afterwards.
     •Choose a verse to pray over your child nightly as you put them to bed and share that 
     verse with your friends.
1 YEAR OLD
     •Throw a birthday party with your friends, close family, and neighbors. Testify to the 
     goodness of God that you’ve seen in your child’s life and reaffirm your commitment to 
     raise them in the way of the Lord.
2-4 YEARS OLD
     •Get your child their first Bible. The Jesus Storybook Bible is a good first choice.
5-10 YEARS OLD
     •Take your child on annual family adventures where you explore, serve, and talk about 
     God.
     •Involve them in annual birthday and holiday celebrations to bless them and cultivate a   
     love and fear of God.
11-14 YEARS OLD
     •Have a more substantial talk about purity and sexuality.
     •Give them their first study Bible.
     •Find them an opportunity to serve in the church.
     •Add significant responsibilities.
     •Hope and pray to celebrate their salvation in baptism.
     •Consider having them join the family in taking communion.
     •Send them or go with them on their first mission trip.
15-17 YEARS OLD
     •Organize a ‘rite of passage’ ceremony/adventure.
     •Celebrate them getting their driver’s license.
     •Add responsibilities that build the independence they need after high school.
18 YEARS AND UP
     •Celebrate their graduation/college acceptance/job placement/launch into 
     independence.


