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Believe. Declare. Follow.

Recently our elders met together to spend some time thinking through the purpose and practice of baptism at 
RADIUS. As you know, baptism is practiced in a variety of forms and for a variety of reasons within different 
churches, so we tried to get some clarity on the who, what, when, where and why of baptism at RADIUS. Our 
discussion was also flavored by the fact that our elders come from a variety of different traditions (Methodism, 
Presbyterianism and Baptists), all of which practice baptism in different ways.


Baptism: Its Purpose 

After some discussion, we came to the conclusion that baptism has its purpose in:


	 a) fulfilling the command of the New Testament (repent and be baptized) and 


	 b) publicly declaring one’s allegiance to Jesus for life. 


This is why we always ask those being baptized to verbally declare their faith before their baptism. This is done by 
asking them if Jesus is the Master of their life and if it is their stated desire to love, serve and follow Him all the days 
of their life.


Baptism: Its Timing 

With this being the purpose of baptism, we also discussed the application of this to our children and at what age 
this would be appropriate. We live in a culture where many kids receive baptism at their church at a pre-set time in 
life, either as infants or as very young children in the 6-10 range, or as young teens just after a confirmation process. 
We don’t have any such system at RADIUS and therefore we want to use wisdom and think through the best time 
for this. Timing seems to be very important because in our experience the vast majority of adults that are baptized 
today are people that were baptized earlier in life, but as adults they look back and realize they didn’t really have 
freedom/ownership of that first baptism and thus want to repeat the process as adults. This rebaptism is not a 
terrible thing to have happen. In fact, we rejoice in it with them. Nevertheless, we would like to think about a way of 
minimizing this practice of rebaptism for our own children, instead of just accepting the fact that they are going to 
have an early baptism in life that had some type of significance, and then a later baptism when they really take 
ownership of their faith and understand the full meaning of baptism itself.


Since arbitrarily picking a minimum age for baptism seems rather foolish, we are faced with asking how we can 
assess a child’s readiness for baptism. When assessing a child’s readiness, it seems important to ask several 
questions and think through their implications: 


First, is the child old enough to deal with the church and its leadership on their own, or do they need a 
parent to talk to a church leader for them? In order to really embrace the significance of baptism and its 
meaning in the local church, we feel a child, himself, needs to be mature enough to have that conversation 
with a pastor or leader at the church. 


Second, is the child really old enough to say “No” to his or her parents when it comes to issues of the 
faith? If a child doesn’t yet have the freedom to tell his parent(s) that he doesn’t believe what they believe or 
isn’t sure of it, then he doesn’t really have the freedom to say he does believe it either. Faith, by its very 
nature, can never be coerced. Saying the right answers about the faith can be coerced, and going through 
the traditions/rituals of the faith can be coerced, but faith itself, actually believing and trusting in Christ, can 
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never be coerced. So we look for a child to have the independence and freedom to decline baptism before 
we consider them to have the real freedom necessary to embrace it for themselves. 


Finally, is the child independent enough to make this decision in the context of his or her peers and publicly 
declare his/her faith to both believing and unbelieving friends, knowing this profession will cost him socially 
in one way or another? In other words, can they clearly see the cost involved in publicly declaring their 
allegiance to Christ and are they willing to pay that price? It is often very cool and fun to be baptized as a 
young child in church, in the 6-12 age range, as everyone is happy for you and you get a lot of attention for 
making this decision and all of it is positive. However, when a child enters the teen years and goes public 
with a decision to be baptized, not all of the attention they receive is going to be positive. At that point, they 
will receive some affirmation from their believing friends, but they will also receive some disapproval, 
hostility or cold indifference from others. This is a great test to see how much ownership they have in the 
baptism itself, as it is beneficial for them to make this decision in the presence of some resistance from 
their peers, as following Jesus always brings resistance and they need to see that from the beginning. 


There are surely other questions to help in assessment, but these seem to be some good starting points parents 
should be thinking through when deciding on an appropriate time to baptize their children.


Based on the wisdom above, we can’t really see scenarios where it would be prudent to baptize pre-teen children, 
and after that point they would be handled on a case by case basis. Our intention is that this practice of withholding 
baptism from small children will build a different ‘culture of baptism’ at RADIUS, which in itself communicates our 
values. For example, if we began baptizing children under 10, most children under 10 would want to be baptized 
because their friends were doing it. This would lead to pastors and parents trying to discern whether or not 8 and 9 
year olds are really at a place of understanding the Gospel or are they just at a place of wanting to do this thing that 
other kids their age are doing. This is very hard to discern. Therefore, it just seems to be more prudent to delay 
baptism to a later age when it is much easier to discern the spiritual knowledge, understanding and commitment of 
a child.


Often, when this subject is discussed, some people worry that delaying baptism to a later age could be spiritually 
damaging to children, as we have to tell them to ‘wait’ when they ask to take the spiritual step of baptism. We 
understand the sentiment here, but we don’t see any spiritual harm that can come from asking a child to wait for 
baptism. There are many rights, privileges and responsibilities of the church that we do not allow children to 
participate in because they are not yet mature enough to comprehend them (financial giving, church discipline, 
church membership and teaching to name a few). Thus, baptism fits this category as well. Furthermore, this stance 
keeps us from falling into the false belief that baptism has power to save our children or that it has any effect in our 
eternal salvation. We think this false, yet prevalent belief in baptismal salvation is often a driving force for baptizing 
children at a very young age. This false belief should be overcome in time by teaching the Gospel to parents, who 
can then pass it on to their children. Also, this time of waiting on baptism is a great mechanism to explain over and 
over to our children that it is faith in the Gospel alone that brings salvation, not baptism. This saving faith is available 
to them at any age in their life and it is what brings peace with God. This repeated message should press them to 
seek faith and confidence in the Gospel and let baptism come as a public display of that later in life. We have found 
most children readily receive this type of instruction from their parents and we believe they will ultimately thank us 
for delaying their baptism till later in life. However, it should be repeated that if, or more accurately, when we have 
some of our students go forward in life and feel the need to be rebaptized as adults, we will not view that as some 
type of failure. On the contrary, we will view that as a great victory for the Kingdom and will celebrate with them.
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Concluding Thoughts 

On a final note relating to baptism, we want to make it clear that this paper is simply an explanation of our current 
practice of baptism, which is to baptize students and adults by immersion after they have verbally confirmed that 
they are indeed committed to Christ and his Gospel. Many true believers have differing views on baptism and we 
understand that. Therefore, the ‘how’ or ‘when’ of baptism is an open handed issue for us and not one that we will 
divide over. On the other hand, actually being baptized in water in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit is 
commanded by our Lord and it is a closed handed issue and required for anyone who wants to become a partner at 
RADIUS Church. If someone comes to us from a different tradition and they have been baptized by another mode or 
have been baptized as an infant, they are welcome to join us at RADIUS Church as partners without being 
rebaptized according to our baptismal practice. The only condition is that they have to hold to their position on the 
mode/timing of their baptism based on their understanding of the Scriptures, not based on their traditions or family 
heritage. Baptism is one of the two lasting ordinances of the church and as such, it is too important to be grounded 
in either family heritage or the traditions of men – it must be based on one’s understanding of the Holy Scriptures.
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