
So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a 
partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising 
oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 
not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd 
appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. 
Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace 
to the humble.” Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he 
may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your 
adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your 
faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the 
world. And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in 
Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the dominion forever and ever. 
Amen.

1. We are all sheep in need of a shepherd.
2. We are all sinners in a world of suffering.
3. We are all susceptible to attack on all sides.

Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me.

And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in 
Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.

1 PETER 5:1 – 11

THREE TRUTHS ABOUT US

MATTHEW 18:5

1. JESUS FAITHFULLY BEARS YOUR BURDENS.

2. JESUS GRACIOUSLY HEALS YOUR HURTS.

1 PETER 5:10

3. JESUS ULTIMATELY GUARANTEES YOUR GLORY.
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And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of 
his Son . . . And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and 
those whom he justified he also glorified. What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us? . . . Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? . . . No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

ROMANS 8:28 – 39 


