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1 TIMOTHY 2:1 – 6

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people,
for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in
every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved
and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and
men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper
time.

JOHN 17:20 – 23

I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be
one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that
you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we
are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you
sent me and loved them even as you loved me.

UNITY IN THE CHURCH IS SO IMPORTANT THAT JESUS DIED FOR IT.
THE UNITY THE CHURCH DISPLAYS TO THE WORLD AFFECTS THE
SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL IN THE WORLD.
ROMANS 14:1 – 15:13

As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. One person believes he
may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. Let not the one who eats despise the one who
abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him.
Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls.
And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. One person esteems one day as better than
another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. The one
who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since
he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God.
For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we
die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ
died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. Why do you pass judgment
on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of
God; for it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to
God.” So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. Therefore let us not pass judgment on one

another any longer, but rather decide never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother. I
know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself, but it is unclean for anyone who
thinks it unclean. For if your brother is grieved by what you eat, you are no longer walking in love. By what
you eat, do not destroy the one for whom Christ died. So do not let what you regard as good be spoken of
as evil. For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and
joy in the Holy Spirit. Whoever thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved by men. So then let
us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding. Do not, for the sake of food, destroy the work of
God. Everything is indeed clean, but it is wrong for anyone to make another stumble by what he eats. It is
good not to eat meat or drink wine or do anything that causes your brother to stumble. The faith that you
have, keep between yourself and God. Blessed is the one who has no reason to pass judgment on himself for
what he approves. But whoever has doubts is condemned if he eats, because the eating is not from faith. For
whatever does not proceed from faith is sin. We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings
of the weak, and not to please ourselves. Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to build him up. For
Christ did not please himself, but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who reproached you fell on me.”
For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through
the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. May the God of endurance and encouragement
grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with
one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome one another as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show
God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles
might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to
your name.” And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” And again, “Praise the Lord, all you
Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.” And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who
arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.” May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace
in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

THE GENERAL QUESTION IN THE BIBLE THEN:

How can a church hold together when some members are so different from each other?

THE ANSWER IS NOT:

Be in different churches.

THE ANSWER IS:

Build unity around Jesus.

Whenever we lose our focus on Jesus, there will always be damage in the church.

THE CRITICAL QUESTION FOR US NOW:

How do we build unity around Jesus?

When God’s Word speaks clearly and essentially about an issue, obey the Word.
When God’s Word does not speak clearly and essentially about an issue, do what you believe best honors Jesus.

ROMANS 14:6 – 8

The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord,
since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to
God. For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we
die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.

ROMANS 14:5

One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one should be
fully convinced in his own mind.

WHEN OTHERS IN THE CHURCH HAVE DIFFERENT CONVICTIONS ON
ISSUES THAT ARE NOT CLEARLY AND ESSENTIALLY ADDRESSED IN
GOD’S WORD, LOVE THEM.
Listen to and respect others’ convictions.

1 TIMOTHY 2:1 – 3

. . . I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all
who are in high positions . . . This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God . . .

Refuse to disparage or quarrel with others.
Build your relationship with others on what is clear and essential in God’s Word.
Look for opportunities to please others in the church who have different convictions than you.

THE PASTORAL ENCOURAGEMENT FOR US MOVING FORWARD:

Let’s live in Christ-bought harmony . . . with God-glorifying hope.

We belong to another Kingdom.
Our hope is in a coming King.

