
“Terah took Abram his son and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son 
Abram’s wife, and they went forth together from Ur of the Chaldeans to go into the land of Canaan, but when 
they came to Haran, they settled there. The days of Terah were 205 years, and Terah died in Haran. Now the 
Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will 
show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you 
will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.”

“So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when 
he departed from Haran. And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions 
that they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of 
Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, 
to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. Then the Lord appeared to Abram and 
said, ‘To your offspring I will give this land.’ So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 
From there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west 
and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the Lord and called upon the name of the Lord. And Abram 
journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb.” 

God promises to establish a covenant place.

“And he said to him, ‘I am the Lord who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to 
possess.’ But he said, ‘O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?’ He said to him, ‘Bring me a heifer 
three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.’ And he 
brought him all these, cut them in half, and laid each half over against the other. But he did not cut the birds 
in half. And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. As the sun was going 
down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great darkness fell upon him. Then the Lord 
said to Abram, ‘Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be 
servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. But I will bring judgment on the nation that 
they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great possessions. As for you, you shall go to your fathers 
in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for 
the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.’ When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a 
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smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. On that day the Lord made a covenant 
with Abram, saying, ‘To your offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river 
Euphrates, the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 
the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.’” 

“Thus the Lord gave to Israel all the land that he swore to give to their fathers. And they took possession of 
it, and they settled there. And the Lord gave them rest on every side just as he had sworn to their fathers. Not 
one of all their enemies had withstood them, for the Lord had given all their enemies into their hands. Not 
one word of all the good promises that the Lord had made to the house of Israel had failed; all came to pass.”

God promises to multiply a covenant people.

“After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: ‘Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your 
reward shall be very great.’ But Abram said, ‘O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and 
the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?’ And Abram said, ‘Behold, you have given me no offspring, and 
a member of my household will be my heir.’ And behold, the word of the Lord came to him: ‘This man shall 
not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.’ And he brought him outside and said, ‘Look toward 
heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall your offspring 
be.’ And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.” 

“When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, ‘I am God Almighty; 
walk before me, and be blameless, that I may make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you 
greatly.’ Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, ‘Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall 
be the father of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be 
Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I 
will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. And I will establish my covenant between me and 
you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you 
and to your offspring after you.’” 
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“. . . in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

Faith is not just believing God to do what you want. Faith is believing God to do what He said. 

“And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.”

“By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. 
And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a 
foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking 
forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. By faith Sarah herself received 
power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. 
Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and 
as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 

“What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his 
own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? Who shall 
bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who 
died – more than that, who was raised – who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or danger, or sword? As it is written, ‘For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as 
sheep to be slaughtered.’ No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For 
I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 
nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the 
sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as 
a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling place 
of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them 
as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.’” 
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