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This guide is a tool to help you lead your group into spiritual transformation.  Use it as a resource 
to train your group into potential disciple-makers and lead your group in discovering, owning, and 
applying the truths of God’s Word.  There may be aspects you do not want to use and there may 
be instances where you just want to focus on a particular point or truth.  Some questions may 
bring out emotions and cause people to dwell on an aspect of their relationship with God.  Your 
role is to help facilitate this encounter with God in His Word with His Body, not just to complete 
the guide.  Use this as a flexible teaching tool not a rigid group task list.    
 

Relate . . . 
Begin your group time by engaging in relational conversations and prayer that may include the following 
elements: 
 
Welcome—a simple, brief time to greet one another (especially new friends), enjoy refreshments, and make 
announcements. 
 
Review—a time to review the truths discussed last week and report on how members have had success or 
frustrations in applying those truths during the week. (The leader will want to provide encouragement and 
shepherding during this time.) Periodically, the leader will also want to review the gospel and allow members 
to share reports about opportunities they’ve had to share the gospel. Occasionally, the leader will want to 
review the vision for the group and discuss ways to accomplish that vision better. 
 
Prayer—a time of general prayer with the whole group praying for struggles regarding the application of 
truths, for those with whom the group is sharing the gospel, and for understanding of today’s truths. 
 
 
Reflect . . . 
Use the following summary and questions to review this week’s message and reflect on its implications for our 
lives. (As a training tool, leaders might want to have various members summarize the teachings in their own 
words each week sharing how they think the Scripture applied to the original hearers and how the principles 
apply to us today.) 
 
Message Outline 
 

TO REACH THE NATIONS 
Luke 19:45-46 

 
What is this temple? 
(Luke 19:45; cf. John 2:19-21; 1 Corinthians 3:16; 6:19; Ephesians 2:19-21; Revelation 21:22) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Jesus is the temple 

A believer is the temple 

The church is the temple 
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What is this temple supposed to be? 
(Luke 19:45-46; cf. 1 Kings 8:29–53; Isaiah 56:3-8) 
 

• The place of prayer to God 

• The corridor to communion with God 

• The means for the mission of God 

 
What grieves Jesus about this temple? 
(Luke 19:45-46; cf. Jeremiah 7:8-11; Matthew 21:12-13; Mark 11:15-17; John 2:13-17) 

 

 
 
 

• When God is robbed of His prayer for the sake of our profit 

• When God is robbed of His communion for the sake of our convenience 

• When God is robbed of His mission for the sake of our materialism 
 
 
Message Summary 
In Luke 19:45-46, Jesus drives out those who were buying and selling in the Temple because they were 
turning what was meant to be a “house of prayer” into a “den of robbers.” Although the Temple that Jesus 
cleansed in this passage was a physical structure, the temple on this side of the cross refers to Jesus, 
believers, and the church, and as God desired that the Temple be a place of prayer, so He designs for prayer 
to characterize us as individuals and as a faith family. Furthermore, we are to participate in His mission and 
be vessels who connect others to God. Although access to God was limited in the Temple building, God 
intended for all nations to worship Him (Isa. 56:3-6; Mk. 11:17). However, when we approach God with the 
motive to get from Him or because it is convenient for us, we grieve and rob Him of the worship He is due 
from us and from the nations. 
 
Group Discussion 
Use the following questions to help review the application of God’s Word to our Head (What does God want 
me to know?), to our Heart (What does God want me to desire/value?), and to our Hands (What does God 
want me to do?). 
 
• Discuss the four different types of temples mentioned in this sermon (the physical structure, Jesus, the 

believer, and the church). What is significant about Jesus being the temple (Jn. 2:19-21; Rev. 21:22)? 
What are the implications for believers being the temple (1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19)? For the church being the 
temple (Eph. 2:19-21)? Discuss the significance of the concentric circles in the sermon outline. 



Small Group Guide 
WHY PRAY? TO REACH THE NATIONS 
The Church at Brook Hills,        Dr. Jim Shaddix            December 2, 2012                 Luke 19:45-46 
 

 
               “Why Pray? To Reach the Nations,” December 2, 2012 | Page 3 

    

• What was the purpose of the Temple in the Old Testament era? What is the purpose of the temple during 
the church age? What purpose does Christ ascribe to the temple in Luke 19:46? 

• Describe the context for Luke 19:45-46 (see also Matt. 21:12-16; Mk. 11:15-18; Jn.2:13-22). What was 
problematic about the situation that Jesus sought to correct? In your own life, what types of things would 
Jesus seek to correct in order to make you a “house of prayer”? 

• What does it mean for us to be a place of prayer to God, a corridor of communion with God, and a means 
for mission with God? 

• Since we as believers are the temple, prayer should characterize our lives. How often do you commune 
with God? Do outsiders (neighbors, co-workers, classmates, family members, etc.) consider you as an 
individual and us as a church to be praying people? Why or why not?  

• What hinders you from being a house of prayer? What would Jesus seek to clean from your life (as He 
did with the Temple) in order to make it clean and better able to fulfill its purpose? What in your life cannot 
be described as worship to God? How are you responding to such areas of sin and temptation in your 
life? 

• Read 1 Kings 8:29-53, which describes Solomon dedicating the first Temple. What does Solomon request 
in his prayer of dedication? What are the motivating circumstances for prayer that Solomon describes in 
this passage? What does this passage teach God’s people about prayer?  

• How are you a “corridor of communion with God,” a connection point to Him for those who are outcasts? 
Are you faithful in being a connection point between unbelievers and God? Who around you can you 
share the gospel with this week?  

• Read Isaiah 56:3-6 and Mark 11:17. In Isaiah, God intends for His Temple to be a place where 
“foreigners” and “eunuchs” come to worship, and in Mark 11:17, Jesus describes the Temple as the place 
where “all nations” are to come and to pray. Although the Temple was divided into the Court of the 
Gentiles (outermost court), the Court of Women, the Court of the Israelites, and the Holy Place, God 
ultimately intended for all people – Jew, Gentile, men, women – to worship Him, and He designed the 
church to take the gospel to the nations. Are you the temple God intends you to be? Why or why not? 

• Pray for the lost who currently live in places where they will live and die without hearing the good news of 
Jesus Christ. Pray for the lost whom you will encounter this week. Pray for the unsaved in your families, 
your classes, your workplace, your neighborhood, and your community. Pray for each other to be faithful 
in witness this week. 

• In the sermon, Pastor Jim shared: “We have approximately 4,000-5,000 ‘temples’ that gather together in 
three worship gatherings every Lord’s Day as the ‘temple’ known as The Church at Brook Hills. There are 
about 24 million people in the country of Yemen, yet there are only 4,275 Evangelical Christians. That’s 
less than the number of temples that we put in this room most weeks. There’s about 10 million people in 
Tunisia, and they only have 1,154 Evangelical Christians. We usually have more than that in each of our 
two Sunday morning worship services. There are about 3.7 million people in Bosnia with only 2,207 
Evangelical Christians. That’s about as many as we can put in this room in a full worship gathering. 
Turkmenistan has a population of about 5.1 million people. That’s just a little more than Alabama's 
population of 4.8 million. But in Turkmenistan there are only 1,718 Evangelical Christians. Again, that’s 
less than what we have in either of our morning worship gatherings.” In all of our going and giving, we 
obviously still have some more work to do to spread out the temples of God in order to accomplish His 
mission. So why is this not happening any more than it is in local churches, including our own? Why are 
we not making any more progress than we are on this mission? 

• What grieved Jesus about the Temple situation in Luke 19 (see Luke 19:41-44 and Mark 11:27-33)? 
What in your life grieves God? 

• How are you robbing God of prayer? Why do you rob Him and yourself of communion? 
• How do you view prayer? As a means of getting something from God? As a means of deepening your 

relationship with Him? How do we rob God of prayer for the sake of profit? 
• Mark 11 reveals that Jesus threw out of the Temple those who were buyers as well sellers. Why did 

Jesus kick out the buyers? Why did Jesus not allow anyone to carry anything through the Temple (Mk. 
11:16)? How often do our lengthy to-do lists and crowded calendars trump communion with the Father in 
personal worship? How frequent is gathering with God’s people for corporate worship a priority in our 
lives only if there is not a better offer on the table? Reflect on what it is you desire. Where does 
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communion with God fall in the midst of all that you desire? What do you treasure? Where is He on your 
list of priorities? 

• What prevents you from carrying out God’s mission? 
 
Respond . . . 
Encourage your group to break out into smaller, same-gender groups where they will respond to the truths of 
today’s study. These groups will share with one another based on the following questions and then close in 
prayer: 
 
• What are some of the main truths that God wants you to know from this study? 
• How do your thoughts need to adjust to align with these truths? 
• According to the truths from this study, what does God want you to desire/value? 
• How do your values need to change to align with His values? 
• What actions does God want you to take according to the truths of this study? 
• What is an action that you can start to implement today or tomorrow? 
• What is going to be the most difficult aspect of this study to personally apply? 
 
Close this time by praying for each other, specifically for strength to apply these truths, for personal needs, for 
the lost people with whom you are seeking to share the gospel, and for our weekly prayer focus as a church.. 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Prayer Focus … (from our worship guide) 
 

• Church: Praise God for His desire to be known among all nations. Ask Him to make 
our church a “house of prayer.” Pray for God to continue to develop in each 
individual at our church a heart for the nations. Ask the Spirit to convict you and 
guide you to the place locally you can serve to see Jesus made known and to 
participate in making disciples. Pray that the trappings and temptations of our world 
will not be a distraction from God’s purposes for us. Pray for Him to make us holy as 
He is holy. 

 
• Local: This week we are praying for Apartment Life Ministry (caresteam.org) in 

Birmingham as they place “CARES” teams in different apartment complexes to 
coordinate building community among residents, sharing the gospel, and connecting 
residents to local churches. We are also praying for Pastor Adam Mixon, Zion 
Springs Baptist Church. 

 
• Global: This week we are praying for the Global Offering that will be collected each 

week during the month of December. This offering is vital to the support of Brook 
Hills members who are serving as Mid-Term and Long-Term missionaries as well as 
providing financial assistance to Short-Term team members who will serve this year. 
Additionally this offering supports field partners and Brook Hills member 
organizations for the end goal of church planting and strengthening among all 
nations. Pray with us this week for how God will provide the resources for the 
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upcoming 2013 year. We are also praying for our Short-Term teams serving in 
Central Asia and East Asia. 

 


