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SMALL GROUPS: ENGAGE IN COMMUNITY 
Romans 12:1-21 

 
 
If you have a Bible, and I hope you do, let me invite you to open with me to Romans 12. 
Community may not be the easiest thing in the world. When you get together with a group 
of people with different passions, different gifts, different skills, different life situations, 
different life experiences, you can’t really expect everything to go completely smooth, I 
don’t think. 
 
I was reading a book not too long ago. The title of the book was Everybody’s Normal Until 
You Get to Know Them. Community would be a lot easier if you didn’t have to get to know 
people in the process, but somewhere along the way, this is the way God has designed us, 
and He’s created us to share life with each other. Somewhere along the way, we’ve missed 
out on some of this, in our culture of individualism, what it means to really...to really share 
life with each other, and that’s why we’re talking about small groups.  
 
We’re talking about...two weeks ago, we saw how small groups in Scripture, from cover to 
cover, the means by which God has enabled us to share life with each other, and to 
accomplish His mission together, that we grow in Christ. Our growth in Christ as individuals 
is based on being apart of the community of faith. So, we engage in Christ through small 
groups.  
 
We engage in care. Last week, we saw how the suffering we go through is not intended only 
for our sake, and the comfort we receive in the middle of that, but it’s intended for others’ 
sake; how God comforts us not to make us comfortable, but to make us comforters. 
 
What I want us to do this morning is I want us to think about how small groups might 
enable us to engage the kind of biblical community that is at the core of the New Testament 
church. I want us to look at this passage of Scripture in Romans 12. We’re going to read 
through the whole chapter. We’re going to be in this text this week and next week. 
 
This week, I want us to look at a bird’s eye view of what’s going on in this text and think 
about engaging in community through small groups, and then we’ll go to another facet of 
this text next week. However, I want you to follow along and just picture this. I want you to 
notice how over and over and over again, it talks about how we relate to each other in 
community. 
 
Listen to Romans 12:1.  
 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies 
as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God - this is your spiritual act of 
worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to attest 
and approve what God’s will is - his good, pleasing and perfect will.  
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For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself 
more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, 
in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. Just as each of us 
has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the 
same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each 
member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the 
grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to 
his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is 
encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let 
him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is 
showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. 

 
Now listen to this, talking about how we relate to each other.  
 

Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to 
one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be 
lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in 
hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with God’s people who are 
in need. Practice hospitality. 
 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those 
who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. Live in harmony with one another. 
Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do 
not be conceited.  
 
Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of 
everybody. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live in peace with 
everyone. Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, 
for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. On the 
contrary:  
 
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to 
drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”  
 
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 
What I want us to see this morning in this passage of Scripture is how we relate to God, 
how we relate to each other in the church as a community in faith, and how we relate to the 
world. I want us to see how those three relationships are highlighted throughout this text. 
However, before we dive in, we’ve got to see that the primary word, the word upon which 
this whole chapter is based, is in the very beginning of Romans 12:1. 
 
It says, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s...” What? “...in view of God’s 
mercy.” Whenever we see, “therefore”, in Scripture, we know that what is about to follow is 
completely and totally based on what’s come before that. So, all the commands and the 
words of encouragement and the challenges and the things this passage is telling us to do 
don’t just come out of nowhere. They’re not just coming out of a vacuum. They’re based on 
something. 
 
Paul, who is writing this letter called Romans, has established something in the first eleven 
chapters that would lead to this point. He would say, “Therefore, in view of God’s mercy, 
this is why we do these things.” It’s the mercy of God that is the foundation for every single 
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word in this chapter, every single command in this chapter, every single challenge and word 
of encouragement. The mercy of God is at the foundation of all. 
 
So, let me give you just a brief overview, Romans 1-11, because this is a reference to 
everything that has come before this, the picture of the mercy of God. If we don’t get a 
picture of this mercy, we will never understand what this passage is telling us to do, and 
we’ll never understand biblical community. 
 
What happens is in Romans 1:18 is Paul starts to describe the wrath of God. He says, “The 
wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against godlessness and wickedness in men.” 
He talks about the wrath of God from Romans 1:18 all the way to Romans 3:20. He, 
basically, says the wrath of God is being poured out, not just on this group of people or that 
group of people, but it’s being poured out on everyone, because we’ve all sinned. Romans 
3:9-20 is one of the most depressing pictures of man. It says, “There is no one righteous, 
not even one; no one who understands, no one who seeks God. All have turned away.” All 
of us in this room have turned away. “We have together become worthless. There’s no one 
who does good, not even one.” 
 
So, what we’ve got a picture of is the fact that we have all disobeyed God. We’ve all turned 
to idols, to false gods, most often ourselves and our own ambition and our own conceit. We 
have turned to ourselves instead of turning to our God, and as a result, we deserve the 
justice and the wrath of God. That’s Romans 1:18-3:20. 
 
Then, you get to Romans 3:21-26, and you’ve got, what I’m convinced, is one of the most 
incredible paragraphs in all of Scripture. You’ve got this picture of wrath, and then it says, 
“But now a righteousness from God has been made known. This righteousness from God 
comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God and are justified freely by His grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” It talks about how God has chosen...don’t miss 
this...He has chosen to pour out His wrath on His Son instead of on you. He says, “Jesus 
has taken the wrath of God upon Himself for us.” That’s how Romans 3 ends. 
 
Then, you get to Romans 4 and Romans 5, and it says, “As a result of what Christ did on 
the cross, then we can be justified, which means we can be made right before God.” It says 
in Romans 5:1, “We have been justified...” which means, “We have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. We are justified. We have peace with God, not by doing anything, but 
simply by faith. The promise comes by faith,” Romans 4 says, “It’s by grace. It’s guaranteed 
to all who will simply trust in God.” That’s Romans 4 and 5, where Romans 6 says, “We are 
dead to sin now as a result of Christ, and we’re alive to God. We have died to sin, and now 
we have victory over sin.” 
 
Romans 7 is schizophrenic Paul. Paul is saying, “I don’t understand what I do. What I want 
to do, I don’t do, and what I hate, I do. If I do it, I do not want to do it, and it’s no longer I 
who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.” We’re thoroughly confused. We get to the 
end, and Paul says, “What a wretched man I am.” We say, “What wretched people we are 
for listening to this.” We say, at the very end, “Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, because He gives victory over our struggles with sin that we are all familiar with in 
this room.” 
 
You get to Romans 8, which is one of the most triumphant chapters in all the Scripture. 
“There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. The law of the Spirit of life has 
set you free from the law of sin and death.” It just builds. It builds to the very end of that 
chapter, and it says, “Nothing, neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither 
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the present nor the future nor any powers, neither height nor depth nor anything else in all 
creation will ever be able to separate you from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” 
 
Then, you get to Romans 9, 10 and 11, and there’s a lot of debate and discussion on those 
chapters because they talk a lot about election and predestination and God’s foreknowledge. 
So, we debate about it in the church. However, the point is, regardless of where you fall in 
line with that debate, the point is God has chosen to pursue you with His love. He has 
initiated a relationship with you by His grace, and not based on anything we have done. 
 
So, he gets to Romans 12:1, and he says, “Therefore...” Now, that’s one mega “therefore.” 
“In light of the fact that you used to be under the wrath of God in your sin, and Jesus Christ 
took your place, and by trusting in Him, He has given you His righteousness and His grace 
and His peace, and now you stand not only free from your sin, but victorious over all sin for 
all of eternity all because of the grace of God. In light of that, you worship God. In light of 
that, you love each other. In light of that, you bless your enemies, those who persecute 
you.” 
 
I want you to see that all the commands of Scripture, as highlighted here in the way 
Romans 12 is structured...all these commands do not come out of a vacuum. The Bible does 
not say, “Worship God because you’re supposed to. Now do it. Love each other because 
you’re supposed to. Just because. You just need to love each other.” You don’t bless those 
who persecute you and pray for those who want to take your life naturally. All of this is 
rooted in the mercy of God, and we’ve got to make sure that that’s the core of everything 
we talk about today, because if it’s not, then everything we talk about today will be nothing 
more than legalism. It’ll be a bunch of rules that we need to follow that miss out on the 
point. This is mercy that compels us to worship. We are a people saturated by mercy, and 
that’s why we love each other like Romans 12 says. That’s why we give ourselves to 
community, because mercy is driving us. 
 
I’m so thankful that God has saved me from my sins, and He’s delivered me from death. 
Though I deserve an eternity under His wrath, He has poured out...showered me...with His 
grace. Be thankful for mercy. Mercy is a great thing, and it’s what drives this whole text.  
 
 

Mercy and the Church... 
 
 
We are mercy-driven worshipers. 
So, I want us to think about how mercy relates to the church. We are mercy-driven 
worshipers. Our worship is driven by mercy. As we gather together this morning to sing, 
praise and honor and glory to Him; as we live lives of worship, it’s all motivated by mercy. 
 
The picture here in Romans 12...and we could spend weeks on verses 1 and 2. The whole 
picture here, the context, is the Old Testament, the picture of worship which you would 
bring sacrifices to the altar, and you would bring this animal or that animal, and you would 
bring it as a sacrifice to atone for your sin, to cover over your sin. You would bring these 
sacrifices. You would put them on the altar...those animals, those offerings, on the altar, 
and that would be the way you would worship. 
 
What Paul is saying here in Romans 12 is a great picture. He says, “You no longer put an 
animal on the altar. You put yourself on the altar. You are the sacrifice now. Your life is a 
living sacrifice. We live to worship. This is not just religious routine anymore. This is not just 



© David Platt 2007 5 

a religious exercise. This is not just singing. This is not just religious activity. This is your life. 
We live to worship.” 
 
We sacrifice our bodies. We’re sacrificing our bodies in worship. You offer your body as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God. As followers of Jesus Christ, we put our bodies 
on the altar and we say, “God, use my body to display your holiness. I want to be holy. 
Through my thoughts, my words, and my actions, display your holiness in me. May my 
words and my actions and my thoughts be pleasing in your sight. Use my body for your 
pleasure.” That’s worship.  
 
So, we are sacrificing our bodies and surrendering our minds. Be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Romans 12:2 says, “Our minds are saturated with mercy. They’re 
saturated with His Word, and we think differently. We’re not conformed to the patterns of 
this world. We’re transformed from this world by the Word renewing our minds on a daily 
basis.” In the words of Deuteronomy 6, “We put the Word on the doorposts of our houses, 
and we tie them on our wrists, and bind them on our foreheads, and we talk about them 
with our children when we rise and when we lie down, and when we walk along the road.” 
We’re always talking about the Word. 
 
The Word consumes us. We love His Word. We’re consumed by His Word. We’re being 
transformed by His Word. When we talk, our talking is not always about sports, and it’s not 
about politics, and it’s not about the things of this world anymore because our minds have 
been transformed by His Word, and His Word is far more satisfying than all the things the 
world always talks about. His Word has transformed our minds, and we worship through His 
Word being central in our lives. 
 
We’re sacrificing our bodies. We’re surrendering our minds, and we’re submitting our wills. 
Then, you’ll be able to test and prove what God’s will is. You’ll be able to discern the will of 
God and be able to follow it and find in it the pleasing nature of God’s will. You’ll find 
purpose of your life as you follow Him, and you’ll experience the satisfaction of your souls. 
We live to worship with our bodies, our minds, and our wills. 
 
Here’s the picture that we need to see about this idea of being mercy-driven worshippers. 
Worship is no longer a religious duty; it is our greatest delight. Worship is not our religious 
duty in this church. We don’t worship because it’s what you do on Sunday morning in our 
culture. On the contrary, we live to worship because our greatest delight is found in 
worshipping because we’re worshipping in a view of the mercy of God. We’re mercy-driven 
worshippers. It drives our worship. We’re mercy-driven worshippers. 
 
We are a mercy-molded family. 
Now, I want us to see how that, throughout the rest of this passage, affects the way we 
relate to each other. We are mercy-driven worshippers, and we are a mercy-molded family. 
Here’s the picture. From verse 3 all the way to verse 21, over and over again, we see 
commands, words of encouragement, and challenges that relate to how we show mercy to 
one another. Here’s the picture. We experience mercy personally, and we express mercy 
corporately. 
 
We experience the mercy of God personally so that we can express the mercy of God 
corporately. Mercy is intended, not just for us, but intended for others’ sake. What we see 
from verses 3-21 is how mercy affects the way we relate to each other. That’s really where 
the main focus is in Romans 12. However, also, we see how mercy affects the way we relate 
to the world.  
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So, I want to take those one by one: How mercy relates to the way we love each other and 
care for each other and support each other, and how mercy affects the way we love the 
world and serve the world and give our lives for the world. 
 
When it comes to that first component of each other, it is a picture of family. All throughout 
this passage, it’s a picture of the fact that we were created to share life together. There’s a 
dynamic that happens when the mercy of God is at the foundation of our relationships with 
each other. There’s a dynamic that is at place there, at work there, that no other 
relationship in this world could ever begin to touch: The depth and the beauty of what God 
has designed when His mercy connects His family together. 
 
This is the picture we’re getting here. It’s a picture that we see oftentimes, and the word 
most commonly used is used some in this passage to describe this kind of dynamic as 
fellowship. You remember back in Acts 2:42: “They devoted themselves to the apostle’s 
teaching and to the fellowship.” 
 
Now, what is fellowship? We have hijacked that word in the church and just made it mean 
everything it’s not supposed to mean. What is fellowship? Fellowship is not a social activity. 
Fellowship is not everybody bringing food and us eating together. That’s not fellowship. 
Fellowship is not an event at all. Fellowship is not just sharing some common interests or 
experiences with somebody else. Fellowship is not even going to a Bible study. Fellowship is 
not even this picture of a group therapy session where everybody is sitting around sharing 
their deepest, darkest secrets. Even if everybody there is a Christian and everybody has 
brought their Bible, it still doesn’t make it fellowship. 
 
Fellowship is what happens when people are experiencing the mercy of God and begin to 
authentically share their experiences with God with each other. It’s authentically 
experiencing God that affects the way we experience life with each other. We are sharing 
our experience with God with each other. We’re on a journey together, and the mercy of 
God is at the core, is at the root, of what that looks like. 
 
So, the message of the New Testament is that when you come to faith in Christ, you 
become a part of the family of Christ. When you unite with Christ, it’s like you’re married 
into the family. We all know that. When you get married, you’re getting a wife or a husband, 
but you’re also getting a family, right? It can sometimes be some of the greatest sources of 
tension in marriages, as you’re marrying into a family. So, when you come to a relationship 
with Christ, you’re marrying into a family. This is a good thing, I promise. It’s a good thing 
to marry into a family.  
 
I think we miss this. You hear people say all the time, “Well, I love Christ, but I just can’t 
stand the church.” Have you ever heard that or said it? “I love Christ. I just can’t stand the 
church. I just don’t like the church. I love Christ. I want to walk with Christ, but I just don’t 
want to have anything to do with the church.” 
 
Well, the only problem with that statement is it’s extremely unbiblical. You can’t love Christ 
and not stand the church, because the church, Scripture says, is the Bride of Christ. I mean, 
would it be a good thing for me to come up to you and say, “You know, I like you, man. I 
just can’t stand your wife.” Would that be a nice thing for me to say? Would you take that 
as a compliment? No, absolutely not. 
 
Don’t forget that the church is the body of Christ. What if my wife comes up to me and says, 
“I love you. I just can’t stand your body.” That’s not a good thing for a wife to say to a 
husband. You don’t say, “I love you, but I can’t stand your body.” That makes no sense. 
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This is how far we missed it when we say, “Well, I love Christ. I just can’t stand the church.” 
That’s not the picture. 
 
You know, I don’t want to harp on those of us who’ve said that or those people who have 
said that, because I know that a lot of those statements are based on the fact that we have 
often seen in the church. It is a result of shallow, superficial love, and it misses the point of 
what the New Testament is really teaching. 
 
I don’t want to, in any way, claim that the New Testament church was perfect. It didn’t take 
long for us to realize they weren’t perfect either. However, you look at Acts 2, 3, 4 and 5, 
the beginning of the New Testament church, it was an amazing picture. People were being 
drawn to Christ because of the church. The church was so attractive. It said in Acts 2, 3, 4 
and 5 that people could see the church, and they would be in awe of Christ because of the 
church. They would want to come to know Christ because of the church.  
 
It’s the family that made them want to marry Christ. He was at the center of this group of 
people. I’m convinced that’s the way it was designed to be in this city; that people would 
see the church, not a building, but the people of God and want Christ because of what they 
see in the church. That’s why we’re talking about small groups. That’s why we’re going to 
work to have true biblical community as best as we can, because we want to display the 
attractiveness of Christ in this city and in all nations.  
 
So how do we do that? There is, in this passage, probably 25 different imperatives or 
commands or challenges we have, and I’ve tried to narrow it down because we would be 
here all day, but I just want to narrow these down. It’s almost just like a laundry list that 
Paul goes through. Sometimes they seem to relate one to another, and then sometimes 
they seem really kind of different, back to back to each other. What is Paul thinking? I think 
the point is for us to look at this and see an overall picture.  
 
So, we’re going to fly through some of these, but I just want you to get the picture. What 
does a mercy-molded family look like? What does the church look like? Number one, we 
belong to each other. You look in verse 5, and it says, “So we in Christ, we who are many, 
form one body and each member belongs to all the others.” There is a profound 
interconnectedness that happens in the church that we actually belong to each other, just 
like one body has many parts. We’re going to spend some time on verses 3-8 next week, so 
I won’t go too far here, but just like one body has many parts, this is the analogy here. 
 
Just like when I fall and break my arm, immediately my other hand goes and grasps it. My 
whole body responds. When you’re standing in the batter’s box in baseball, and you see a 
90 mile-an-hour fastball headed right at your head, all of your body responds at the same 
exact time, working together; your eyes, your back, your knees, everything responding 
together to protect your head. That’s the picture that he gives here of the family of God. We 
belong to each other, and we’re united to each other.  
 
It’s the whole picture we saw last week that when one part suffers every part suffers with it, 
because of this facet of one body and many parts. We are in this thing together. When in 
Acts 2, they devoted themselves to the fellowship, they knew they weren’t devoting 
themselves to a social activity. They weren’t devoting themselves to dinner together every 
once in awhile. They were devoting themselves to sharing a life with each other because 
they belonged to each other. What brought them together was Christ and the mercy of 
Christ. It was not just one person that was going to take on Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria 
and to the ends of the earth in Acts. It was a family that was going to take on the world 
from Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria and to the ends of the earth. 
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It’s kind of like ants. Ants are everywhere around our house and in our house right now. It 
started in the office and then moved down to the bathroom and then the kitchen. You never 
have one or two or three ants. You have one or two or 3,000 ants at a time, and they just 
come in swarms and they’re everywhere. They belong to each other. When one is working, 
they’re all working together. It’s this picture. As a result, they multiply in their influence, 
and it’s a bad thing in the home, but it’s a great thing in the kingdom of God when we 
belong to each other, and we multiply our influence for the glory of God.  
 
We belong to each other. We love each other. You get down to verse 9, and this is where 
they just start to come one by one after another. “Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; 
cling to what is good.” You might circle that word and put a little note to the side, because 
it’s a word that I’m guessing is familiar to many of us. It’s“agape” love. Love must be 
sincere. It, literally, says, “Love, ‘agape’, without hypocrisy.” 
 
What’s interesting is this word, “agape”, literally means selfless love or self-giving, unselfish 
love. It was a very rare term in Greek culture and Greek literature. In fact, many Greeks 
thought that “agape” love was weak love. You are supposed to be self-giving and selfless? 
No, you promote self, which is very similar to our culture today. It was a radical thing in the 
first century for them to say, “We love each other selflessly. We love each other at great 
personal cost to ourselves.” I’m convinced it’ll be a radical thing in our culture today when 
we show “agape” love in a society that says everything is about building yourself up and 
promoting yourself. We say, “We give ourselves. We lay down ourselves for each other.” 
That’s the kind of love we have for each other that causes us to hate evil and cling to what 
is good.  
 
We belong to each other. We love each other. We care for each other. These are great 
words in verse 10, “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.” Two main words there in 
the original language of the New Testament, and the first one is a word that’s a compound 
word. It combines the word “friend” with the word for love that refers to family love, 
“storgae” love, and so it’s a picture of a friend and a family together. What you’ve got in the 
second part of that sentence is you’ve got the word “philadelphia”, which you know is 
brotherly love. It’s a combination of brother and the kind of love you have for a friend. 
 
So, what we’ve got is a picture here of the care that we are intended to have for each other 
as a church; it is intended to reflect the care of a family. All throughout the New Testament, 
we see a picture of the church as an extended family, so to speak, and many times even 
deeper than biological family. We see that in the teachings of Jesus. We see that all over 
the pages of the New Testament, and it’s a reality all over the world, especially in places 
where people have to leave their families in order to come to faith in Christ.  
 
For my friend Zamir has lost all his family, therefore, the church is his family. I think that’s 
very biblical. It’s intended to be that way. We’re supposed to care for each other as family. 
We belong to each other, love each other, and care for each other. We honor each other. 
“Honor one another above yourselves.” It literally says, “Prefer one another in honor.” 
Prefer to honor instead of being honored. 
 
The picture here in Romans 12:10 is that we outdo each other in honoring each other and 
heaping honor upon each other without favoritism. We don’t just honor the people who are 
like us. We don’t just honor the people who are in this socioeconomic status or that 
socioeconomic status. We don’t honor the people who do all of these things. We just outdo 
each other honoring each other. We all know...we all know what it’s like to be honored in 
that way. It makes you feel like you’re valuable in this family, and that’s what the picture is 
here. You outdo honoring each other. 
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I say that. I’m guessing there are many of us who don’t know a lot about what it means to 
be honored, and I pray that you’ll be honored in The Church at Brook Hills; I pray that you’ll 
experience great honor from the people of God. We honor each other.  
 
We spur on each other. Here’s where you get some phrases back to back. “Never be lacking 
in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in 
affliction, faithful in prayer.” You could preach a few sermons on each of those, but suffice it 
to say, at this point, the picture is...I love the picture in here. It says, “Let your heart and 
your spirit be zealous for the Lord,” on fire, literally, for the Lord. This is the picture here of 
not being lazy in your walk with Christ, not being slothful in your relationship with Him, 
especially when tough times come, to be patient in affliction, devoted to prayer, not to slack 
off, but to be on fire. 
 
Here’s the picture here, and it’s captured with all these commandments to love one another 
and care for each other. We belong to each other. The picture is we...and I’m convinced of 
this based on what we’ve already seen, especially a couple of weeks ago. I’m convinced that 
if we try to live our Christian lives alone, we are destined to live a stagnant Christian life. 
We need each other to spur each other on. 
 
It’s why Hebrews 10:24 and 25 says, “Don’t give up meeting together. Come together so 
that you may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.” I pray...I pray that I would 
fuel spiritual fire in your hearts. I pray that you would fuel spiritual fire into mine, and we 
would do that in each other’s lives, that we would keep each other pursuing Christ. We 
would keep each other faithful in the middle of affliction. We would keep each other, honor 
faith and prayer, which is what we do for each other. We spur one another on. 
 
Almost...most of the meetings I go to, whether it’s here or going to a lunch meeting, my 
continual prayer is, “God, I pray...” I just pray all the time. “God, I pray that you would use 
me in this conversation just to spur this person on toward Christ. Whether they don’t know 
you or they do know you, I pray that you would use me to spur them on.” That’s what we’re 
supposed to do for each other. We spur on each other. 
 
Next, we share with each other. Verse 13, “Share with God’s people who are in need. 
Practice hospitality.” You might circle that word “share” and put a little note out to the side 
of verse 13 and write “koinonia”. “Koinonia”, if you remember, is the word for “fellowship” 
in the New Testament. It’s the word that’s used back in Acts 2:42. “Be devoted to the 
apostle’s teaching and to the fellowship.” 
 
What’s interesting, though...and this is fellowship, talking about sharing life...twelve times 
in the New Testament that word is translated...it’s used...“koinonia” is used, fellowship is 
used, in context to talk about giving to help each other materially with food, with clothing, 
with shelter; to give our resources to each other, to share, literally, share in each other’s 
needs.  
 
Now, we’re getting to what real fellowship is about. Maybe it’s more than just eating 
together. Maybe it’s coming to each other in our deepest points of need and helping each 
other out. Sharing our resources with each other, that’s the picture here. The picture is that 
when we share our resources with each other, we show that we’re together on this thing, 
that nobody is alone in the family of God. It says, “Practice hospitality.” It literally says, 
“Pursue hospitality.” It says, “Go after opportunities to share your home and what you have 
to host others, to give to others,” which was a very common practice in the first century. 
Hospitality was extremely important, that we, literally, pursue opportunities to help others 
out, to share in each others’ needs.  
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We share with each other. We rejoice with each other. We’re going to skip over verse 14 
because it mainly deals with those who are outside the church, and so we’re going to come 
back to that. Get to verse 15. “Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who 
mourn.” We rejoice with each other, and we weep with each other. Some have said that it’s 
probably harder to do the first than the second, because sometimes we have a tendency, 
when we see other’s successes to be envious of their successes, to see ourselves, many 
times, as competitors and think, “Oh, I wish that would happen to me.” However, there’s a 
place in authentic community for really rejoicing with each other, for people to be joyful 
with you when you’re joyful. That’s the picture of the church. 
 
Then, to weep with each other, to hurt with each other. We are...we’ve taken all the Post-It 
notes that were posted on these windows over the last week, and we’re kind of compiling 
them into different categories just to see a representation of the hurts and needs that were 
represented across this room last week. To say many of them...I don’t know what 
percentage at this point...but many of them...many of those Post-It notes had some form of 
the word “loneliness” or “alone” all across the windows of a crowd of 2,000 people who had 
gathered together for worship, saying, “My greatest need is that I feel alone.” We rejoice 
with each other. We weep with each other, because not one of us is intended to walk 
through this life alone. 
 
Finally, we accept each other. It says, “Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, 
but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.” We accept each 
other. There are no boundaries to determine who we relate to, who we walk in community 
with. Remember, it’s the mercy of God that connects us together, which is deeper than 
anything this world has to offer. 
 
We’ve got to guard this. We have a dangerous tendency to show favoritism in the church. 
We all are guilty of this, but we have a tendency to look over those who don’t seem as 
important as others. The whole picture in small groups and in community that I think we 
need to strive for in Scripture is that the neediest person in every single group is worthy of 
great honor. That’s the picture of the New Testament. We accept each other, live in 
harmony with one another, live at peace with one another. 
 
Now, why? Why are all these things so important? Why do we need to work to belong to 
each other and love each other and care for each other and honor each other, spur on each 
other, share with each other, rejoice with each other, weep with each other, and accept 
each other? Because we know...we know...we’ve established this, I think, sufficiently to this 
point that that can’t happen in this room in this particular time. Now, we can’t do all those 
things in an hour a week together. It can’t even happen in this, in a Bible class. This is 
deeper than that. It’s not an event. It’s sharing life together. 
 
So, why should we work toward that? Why should we cultivate relationships that have those 
things as a reality? Besides the fact that I think all of us want these things, if you look at 
these things you would love to have somebody, some people to love and care for, support, 
encourage and spur you on toward Christ, and rejoice when you rejoice, and weep when 
you weep, and accept you. That’s the picture. 
 
However, of course we want...flip over a few chapters to Romans 15:7. I want you to hear 
the “Why” from Scripture that I think goes a step deeper than that. He says it twice in three 
verses. Look for the “Why.” Romans 15:5, “May the God who gives endurance and 
encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so 
that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
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Verse 7, “Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to 
God.”  
 
Did you get the two purpose clauses there? “May God give you a spirit of unity among 
yourselves...” Verse 6, “...so that...” Here’s why, “...so that with one heart and mouth you 
may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Same thing in verse 7. You accept 
one another, why? “...in order to bring praise to God.” Here’s the picture. God receives 
great glory when people come together, united in His mercy, and they belong to each other, 
and they love each other, and they care for each other, and they weep with each other, and 
they rejoice with each other, and they share a life with each other. God receives much 
greater glory in that than a bunch of individuals who are walking with Christ and relating to 
Christ and don’t minister to each other and don’t weep with each other and don’t worship 
with each other and don’t accomplish a mission together. God says, “I receive great glory in 
the unity and diversity of my people coming together and showing the world who I am by 
the way you relate to each other.”  
 
It’s why Jesus washed His disciples’ feet and said, “By this, all men will know that you are 
my disciples. They know you come from me when you love one another.” When you do this 
you bring great glory to God. It makes sense; it makes sense. 
 
We could sit at home watching our TVs and living in our own little individual worlds all 
across this room. We could have a relationship with Christ, at least salvation, coming to a 
point of faith in Christ, and that would be a reality. However, I pray that we will not be 
content with that, because it takes a lot more work to get out of our little world and to 
spend some time with people who may not be quite like us, and to begin carrying their 
burdens, to begin carrying their hurts, and to rejoice with them and to weep with them. 
That takes work, but God receives great glory in that kind of work. It’s the work of the 
church. It’s what the church was designed to be. 
 
This whole thing is designed so that the gladness of the family reflects the glory of the 
Father. When we relate to each other like Romans 12 is teaching us to relate to each other, 
it reflects on our Father. When we show what community is like together, then it brings 
great glory to the God who makes that community a reality, the God who is behind that 
community. The gladness of the family reflects the glory of the Father. 
 
A couple of weeks ago, Heather and I were traveling, and I was preaching at a church, a 
well-known church, and at the end of our time, we were going to go to eat, to have dinner. 
Heather and Caleb were both with me, and it was really late. It was probably, like, close to 
9:00 before we were going to sit down for dinner, and we were extremely worried about 
what might happen at dinner. 
 
Caleb has gotten into this routine where he thinks it’s fun to throw food every once in 
awhile, and traveling...he’s been traveling a lot with us recently and, I mean, kids have 
meltdowns when they travel. It just happens. So, we had traveled five hours in the car. We 
were going to do...in that same day, we were going to do dinner at 9:00. He goes to bed at 
8:00, so we thought this is a recipe for disaster. 
 
So, we were just hoping that we would just not have just an ordeal that night at dinner. We 
walk in, and we sit down and put him in his little high chair. The kid was quiet as an angel. 
He sat there looking around at everybody around the table, the pastor and his wife and 
some other staff members and their wives, and it came time to pray. Didn’t have to say 
anything. He put his hands together, and everybody around the table was looking, like, and 
he just kind of...it was great. 
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He looked at the guy who was about to pray, this staff member, and he kind of nodded his 
head, kind of bowed, and then we prayed. Heather began to hand him his food, and none of 
it was being thrown anywhere. He was eating it with a smile on his face, and he was...he 
knows baby sign language, and so, he was doing all his baby signs perfect. He wasn’t 
yelling when he wanted more. He was like this. I mean, it was surreal. 
 
We finished the meal, and he made the little sign for all done, and everybody, I mean, they 
were just looking around the room, and Heather and I are just glowing. We go back to the 
hotel that night, and we are just patting each other on the back, like, wow. Now, I mean, 
he’s had some meltdowns since then, but he’s got enough chips in the bank right now 
where he can have a few meltdowns. The gladness of the family reflects the glory of the 
Father. It’s good for a father to see his family operating with each other and loving each 
other and caring for each other. This is very important to our Father. It’s extremely 
important to our Father, and we want him to receive the greatest glory in all the world, and 
that’s why we will belong to each other and love each other and care for each other and 
honor each other and spur on each other and share with each other, rejoice with each other 
and weep with each other and accept each other. We will work for that for His great glory. 
We are a mercy-molded family. 
 
We are on a mercy-giving mission. 
Now, if that’s what the church is, don’t you want to be married into the church? Don’t you 
want to be a part of that family? Yes. This makes Christ attractive, and that’s the goal of the 
church, and we need to work for that. We’re mercy-driven worshippers, and we are mercy-
molded family. We are on a mercy-giving mission. This is where we begin to see how it 
relates to those in the world. 
 
Verse 14 and verses 17-21 really highlight this. The picture is they both talk about how we 
relate to those who persecute us. First century Christians were facing persecution. 
Persecution was not a possibility; persecution was a reality for many of them. They knew 
what it was like to stand in front of people who wanted them dead, who wanted them in 
prison. 
 
So, how do you respond to that? You see words like, “Bless those who persecute you.” 
“Bless and do not curse,” same thing we heard from Jesus. You don’t...you look in Greek 
literature in the first century, you don’t see these kind of commands. In Greek or Jewish 
worlds, this was revolutionary. You would bless those who persecute you? That you would 
love them? Strive to live at peace with them? The picture is, be careful to do what is right in 
the eyes of everybody. 
 
Now, that doesn’t mean that everybody is out there determining what’s right, and you try to 
do what’s right in everybody’s eyes. Instead, it’s...there’s a picture of what is right. It is 
morally right and beautiful, and you give yourself to that in front of everyone, even when 
it’s tough, even when it may cost you greatly. How do you do that? How do you live with 
that kind of mercy-giving mission? 
 
There are two characteristics of God that affect this. First of all, we trust in God’s justice. 
We’ve all been wronged. All of us in this room have been wronged, and I’m guessing most 
of us have been wronged in a way that really hurt and in a way that the person who 
wronged us did not come to apologize to us and did not come to make amends. As a result, 
we all know the feeling of what it’s like to let that fester in you. 
 
If we’re really honest, we know what it’s like to let that fester in us because there’s this 
injustice that’s been done out there, and we’ve been wronged. What irks us, what drives us 
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crazy is that nothing is being done about it, and so we are consumed with this desire. We 
play the story or the situation, the circumstance, in our head over and over and over again. 
 
What Paul is saying is that’s going to be reality for you in this world. He assumes that they 
will face conflict in this world as they share the gospel. It’s the picture of all the New 
Testament. It’s a reminder for us today: If we’re going to make the gospel known in all the 
world, there will be conflict in that. 
 
He says, “Don’t deal with that by saying, ‘I’m going to carry out justice myself.’” He says, 
“Don’t deal with that by saying, ‘Well, I guess it’s not that big a deal,’” because it is a big 
deal. Justice is a big deal to God. However, deal with it by saying, “God, I’m going to trust 
your justice. I know there are ways in the world where you do show your justice and there’s 
ways in the world where you don’t show your justice visibly, but I know that there’s a day 
when everything will be declared right and just, and I’m going to trust in that.’” At that 
point, you’re freed up. Don’t miss it. At that point, you are freed up to love those who 
persecute you and to bless them. 
 
He even says, and this is really confusing, but he quotes here from the Old Testament and 
says, “If your enemy is hungry, feed him. If he is thirsty, give him something to drink, and 
in doing this you will heap burning coals on his head.” Well, that doesn’t sound very nice. 
It’s kind of confusing. Are we saying that we need to give the water and give the food so 
that burning coals will be on his head? What does that mean? 
 
Well, there is a great parallel to this back in Romans 2:4, because this is the character of 
God. Now, don’t miss this. Follow with me. Romans 2:4 says, “Do you not think you will 
escape God’s judgment? And God’s judgment...” Listen to this. “...or do you show contempt 
for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness 
leads you towards repentance?” In other words, what he’s saying to people who are sinners, 
in Romans 2, which includes all of us, he says, “God brings kindness on you. He pours out 
kindness on you to bring you to repentance. The purpose of His kindness is to bring you to 
repentance.” However, then, in the very next verse, he says, “But because of your 
stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the 
day of God’s wrath when his righteous judgment will be revealed.” 
 
What he’s saying there is, “God’s kindness was poured out on you for the purpose of 
repentance. However, if you don’t repent, then it’ll be that much worse on the day of justice 
because you’ll have been shown so much kindness, and you will have not turned to it.” So 
he says, “Don’t take the kindness of God lightly. It’s poured out on you so that you might 
repent.” That’s the picture. 
 
So, what he’s saying to us here is, “You do the same thing God does. You pour out kindness. 
You bless those who persecute you.” He’s made that very clear in verse 14. “You lay down 
your lives for them.” In doing that, hopefully, they’ll come to repentance. If they don’t, then 
they will have missed out on turning to God from the kindness that He has shown through 
you. You can trust in the justice of God at that point.  
 
You trust in His justice, and you triumph with God’s love. You don’t overcome evil, this 
injustice that’s been done to you, by giving evil back. If that’s the case, then you’ve let evil 
triumph. You don’t overcome evil with evil. You overcome evil with, what? With good. You 
love and care for it. This is the picture of Jesus Christ Himself. I remind you, we follow the 
One who died for His enemies. We follow the One who died for His enemies. 
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This is the kind of radical mercy that God desires for us to have. There are examples of that 
all across Christian history. Let me give you a recent one. Just a few years ago, Graham 
Staines, 1999, Graham Staines and his two sons, Phillip and Timothy, ten and six years old, 
were mobbed in India by radical Hindus, trapped inside their vehicle, and their car was set 
ablaze. All three of them died in the middle of the car. 
 
Graham Staines had spent 34 years serving the people of India. He was the director of a 
leprosy mission there. He left behind his wife Gladys and daughter Esther. I want you to 
hear Gladys’ response that filled every Indian newspaper. She said, “I have only one 
message for the people of India. I’m not bitter, neither am I angry. But I have one great 
desire: That each citizen of this country should establish a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ who gave His life for their sins. Let us burn hatred and spread the flame of Christ’s 
love.” Everyone thought she would move back to Australia, but she didn’t. God had called 
them to India. She said, “My husband and our children have sacrificed their lives for this 
nation. India is my home. I will be here and continue to serve the needy.” 
 
Then, perhaps the most incredible of all...teenagers, listen to this. This is Graham Staines’ 
daughter, Esther, who was asked how she felt about what had happened to her dad. The 
13-year-old said, “I praise the Lord that He found my father worthy to die for Him.” You can 
only say that when you trust in the justice of God, and you live to triumph with the love of 
God. 
 
This is so key for us, Brook Hills. This is so key for us, because the way we relate to each 
other will have a direct effect on the way we relate to the world, and what I mean by that is 
this: How will we, as a church, ever stand in the hardest places in this world to reach, with 
people who are deliberately anti-Christian and do not want us there...how will we stand in 
front of persecutors and forgive them if we cannot forgive each other? How will we love 
them if we cannot love each other? How will we care for them if we cannot care for each 
other? 
 
Our care for Him is intended for the nations, and that’s why we will work for solid, true, 
authentic, caring, biblical community, because we want those who are hardest toward Christ 
today to see His great mercy in us. That’s why it’s worth it. We are mercy-driven 
worshippers, and we are a most mercy-molded family, and we are on a mercy-giving 
mission. Mercy and the church. This is why we’re doing small groups. 
 
 

So What Now? 
 
 
So, my challenge for us this morning is the same challenge I gave last week. I’m 
challenging every attender of Brook Hills to make a commitment to eight weeks walking and 
sharing life with a small group. Just eight weeks. You’ve got your Celebration Guide, your 
worship guide. Let me encourage you to pull that out, and in the middle of that, there is a 
card that I mentioned last week. 
 
Some of you were here but did not have the opportunity to fill that card out. Some of you 
were not here. However, it says, “Small Groups,” and it gives all kinds of information on 
there about small groups, and then it says, “Connect to Community.” It’s a tear-off portion. 
Here’s an opportunity for you to write down there, “Here’s what small group would work 
best for me or my family.” There are small groups, Affinity Small Groups, on the back, and 
you can put on the line where it says, “Do you have a specific group or leader, somebody 
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you’d like to be a part of a group with?” You can put one of those groups there. There’s 
information about that here. 
 
This is the practical way we are responding to the Word over these few weeks. These small 
groups will start on September 9. We will walk together, eight weeks together, through this 
picture of just trying to experience what it’s like to share life with each other. So, much like 
we did last week, I want to give you time, now, in response to the Word to begin filling this 
out. 
 
If you’re already in a small group, and you want to stay in that particular small group, then 
you don’t have to fill one of these out, but for the thousands of us who are not, then that’s 
what this is intended for, for an eight-week commitment. I’m going to ask these guys to 
sing the Word over us, a reflection of what we’ve studied. As you fill this out, and as we 
pray together today, that God would make us a community of faith that’s driven by mercy 
in our worship, and that is molded by mercy in the way we relate to each other, that loves 
each other with radical mercy. 
 
God, make us a Romans 12 kind of church. Let’s pray that together as these guys sing over 
us, and then we’ll finish up our time. 
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