
The Basic Tarot Deck

At the forefront of this literary collaborative, the concept of natural behavior was 
discussed - recall now the premise of throwing a ball and how three different people 
might react in three separate ways.  In the greater overview of the system Arcana, we see
condition, combined with action, and accented by internal, or external influences.  It is 
here, at this very juncture that we begin to gain a deeper, clearer understanding of the 
System Arcana itself, as it represents not only a philosophy, or a set of rules for order 
and behavior, but does, in fact, represents the entirety of life at every level.  It is through 
the use of natural intuitive examination of the demonstrated behavior traits represented 
within the collective of the Tarot which gives us the predictability of outcomes.

With respect to the collection of cards themselves, seemingly endowed with meaning,
there are several schools of thought as to the proper perception, or designation regarding
how they should be collectively, or independently associated.  The Tarot deck itself is 
comprised of seventy-eight images known as the Major, Minor, and Court Arcana which 
are divided into five separate, yet inter-relational, classes.  

The Major Arcana, or Imperial Realm, is also referred to as the Higher Arcanum, and 
contains twenty-one cards - numbered in Roman numeral from 0 to 21.  The Minor and 
Court Arcana, or Imperial Houses reflect the individual kingdoms which make up the 
Imperial realm – these cards are represented as four individual suits, comprised of fifty-
six cards in total – forty are numbered Ace to ten and are referred to as the Minor Arcana
which represent the lesser or common influences.  The final sixteen cards are deemed 
the royalty making up the Court Arcana and are given to represent the stronger 
influences of the associated suits or house.  

If you have been paying close attention, you may have noted an inconsistency – by 
count we seem one card short, and you are not mistaken.  Have you ever seen the 
Roman numeral for zero? Not given to any position, rank or status is the “Fool”.  This 
card is, for all intent and purpose, a wild card – without a number or suit, it represents 
the unknown variable - an element of life we all endure.  The Fool may symbolize folly 
or altered choice, suggesting a removal from the norm.  

A common way of explaining the whole of the complex is to think of it in terms of a 
social political order.  The Majors represent the Empire, while the Minors represent the 
lesser kingdoms which make up, and ultimately serves, the Empire.  In following the 
analogy of empire, one can envision a simple adaptation regarding supply-line 
economics - each kingdom provided for certain, and specific, needs of the greater whole 
- the empire in turn oversaw order, collection, and distribution of the goods and services 
so rendered.  The empire provides continuity, structure and law, along with spiritual 
guidance, whereas the kingdoms provided resources, specific skill sets and labor.  
Through this model of perception, one can see how each individual card, or character, 
plays an important, inter-relational role in the greater complex of the whole.



As in the world of Monarchial sociality, the Commons hold a status of lessor 
influence, while the Nobility who serve or rule the court hold greater influence.  In a 
likeness to the Major Arcana, the Minor or Suited Arcana represent influences, although 
those of a more common nature.  At times, and dependent upon position in a spread, the 
Minors may signify the identity or nature of a person or situation.  They may also serve 
as a designator of naturally existing abilities, disposition, and vocation.  Unlike the 
Major Arcana, the Minors and Court Arcana are subjugated in four divisional suits.  
Within each suit are two defined classes - the Common class being the Ace or one 
through ten, and the Court class being... 

Robert St Cloud

For those who desire to hurry the process, the elements, concept and 
ideas can be explored in their full aspect in the companion book; Living 
Life with Eyes Wide Open ($25.00 U.S.) … by Robert St. Cloud 
available here.

https://questarcana.com/

