
An Historical Perspective

In allowing for the acceptance and application of the Legend of Obér, 
consider a few deeper influences which may have played a role in the forming 
Obér’s ideas and perceptions.  Regardless of any suggested gifts or abilities to 
which one is accredited, there must also be applied the reality that assumptions 
are driven also by personal experience - this would as such, apply especially to 
someone such as a creator of a system for enlightenment.  It also seems only 
reasonable to accept, and history portrays it as such, that where most legends 
exists, some real person or series of events and/or influences created the 
environment for the legend to come forth - this may hold truth as we consider 
the Legend of Obér.

The Era in which we attribute as Constantine Obér's lifetime, was one of 
great unrest.  As the turmoil generated by the now dominate religious powers 
had instilled a sense of rebellion, brought about by the overwhelming 
contradictions which challenged the fundamental beliefs of the more fractional 
social clusters.  It would be highly unlikely that anyone could have avoided the 
influences of these many groups, with each seeking dominance.

History also portrays that this was a time of pronounced expansion, from 
northern Europe came the Celts and the Ostrogoth; from southern realms came 
the Visigoths and Samaritans; from the east, the Huns and Mongols; and in the 
far eastern regions the Tao Buddhists.  The legend of Obér expresses that time 
was spent with a variety of differing cultures, therefore suggesting extracts and 
elements drawn from many religious philosophies - each, of course, professing 
to be the one true path - were extrapolated into his compilations.

Common history informs us that in this era education was unavailable to the 
masses, with reading and writing tools closely guarded.  The teaching of such 
things was confined almost entirely to the religious sects.  The presence of 
scripture which reportedly held the true path and purpose of man, were left up to
the interpretation of these same individuals.

In this time of Pagans, Gnostics, Cathars, and Ascenian, among others, the 
early years of Christianity began to evolve.  At some point during this era, 
ancient manuscripts were found amongst ruins in the Carpathian Mountains.  
Ironically, this is the same region now thought to be the final resting place of 
Noah's Ark, and subsequently the place of origin for Attila the Hun. – 
Coincidence?



The scrolls, inscribed in the Aramaic tongue and thought to be a translation 
from original Babylonian, the same style as the bible, led the Pontiff in Rome to 
the conclusion that these may be the lost books of the Old Testament bible.  He 
ordered the contents to be translated and re-documented by a cluster of 
dedicated (loyal) scholars.  One such group of learned individuals were celibate 
monks belonging to the most reverent Celestine Order.  They knew only that 
they were commissioned to translate and interpret a series of scrolls found 
during the renovations of a fortification in the Carpathian Mountains.  For many 
years, this order of scholars was kept secluded somewhere in the Carpathian 
Mountains deciphering the timeworn documents.

It is said that what these monks uncovered was a collection of eclectic 
writings which could threaten the entire religious community and strip the 
Christian leaders from their seats of influence.  As the story goes, they went to 
the Pontiff with what they had translated and were handsomely rewarded, but 
asked to stay apart from the others until the church had ample opportunity to 
thoroughly study the manuscripts themselves.

Upon completion of the task, these dedicated scholars and devoted followers 
of the church were ushered off to secluded quarters where all it is said 
mysteriously died, seemingly together in their sleep, never having shared the 
knowledge they held with anyone else.  Needless to say, the translations which 
this order had dedicated themselves to protect – simply vanished.

It would be only an assumption at best to think that from the ancient artifacts 
discovered in the Carpathian Mountains, so long ago, that we are offered a clue 
to one of mankind’s oldest perceptions of what life truly constitutes.  Or, even 
more earth-shattering, that those dedicated monks may have actually uncovered
the operating manual for man and the pursuit of destiny.  But yet, what if, in 
some form, say the Tarot system, those elements of that knowledge still actually 
exist?

In the Obér legend we are given to the belief that all humans possess a 
connection with the Creator, that each was in fact standing at the portal of two 
realities, first in a spiritual or celestial form and secondly, in a physical 
manifestation.  Ultimately, this suggests that in the celestial form each is as light,
and like the candle, is constantly striving to burn as brightly as possible.

Comparable to the candle, which tends to flicker, each celestial being also 
vibrates, and by controlling these vibrations can move from one reality to 
another, hence the concept of constant motion, and transcendence.  Embracing 



the idea that we enter the physical realm solely to explore the experience of 
physical existence - that we do so willingly, with a true intent that it should be 
only temporary - could bring the lessons of all formal religion into question, and 
alter the perception of everything we have ever believed!  After all, consider a 
beam of light - it has no ability to feel, taste, smell, hear, or to know the range of 
joy and sorrow attributed to our emotional physical being, and so, for this reason
alone, we choose to become physical beings. 

Furthermore, we are presented with the question that what if, instead of the 
notion that the Creator made man IN the Creator’s own image, one proposes 
that the Creator made man OF the Creator's own image.  This concept offers us 
an aspect of being, in a sense, all that we attribute the Creator to be.  Holding to
this philosophy, we, each of us, has the potential to be as the Creator is, or was, 
because we are!  The idea is that we enter the physical realm with all the 
knowledge of the universe contained within our own being, but we somehow 
lose access to this inherent knowledge, at least direct access, because of the 
conflict which is caused by the newly gained senses and powerful emotional 
drives.  Some theorists offer that through our dreams and inspirations we are in 
tune with this knowledge, but must assertively give ourselves to understand the 
messages we receive.

Regardless of who the provider of the system Arcana was, the provocateurs 
are well documented, for over sixteen hundred years it has survived and is as 
viable today as ever before in history.  We can, if we choose, even from the 
loosely assembled version of the legend of Obér, gain insight to the lessons and
tools provided us.  The lessons offered are meant primarily as a foundation upon
which to build, a place where we may begin.  By striving to understand these 
lessons, we find that a sense of redefinition to the meaning of self occurs.  The 
Legend of Constantine Obér is left to us as a legacy, tools to continue the Quest.
So, take with you his gift, and move forward with confidence.

Robert St Cloud

For those who desire to hurry the process, the elements, concept and 
ideas can be explored in their full aspect in the companion book; Living 
Life with Eyes Wide Open ($25.00 U.S.) … by Robert St. Cloud available
here.
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