Economic News
July 9, 2021

EMPLOYMENT REMAINS RELATIVELY STABLE IN JUNE
IN THE QUEBEC CITY CMA

Highlights

1. Employment in the Québec City census metropolitan area (CMA) varied slightly in June 2021
(-0.1%) compared to the previous month, reaching 421,500 people employed.

2. Statistics Canada estimated that there were 444,000 people in the labour force in June.
Compared to pre-pandemic results (February 2020), this is a drop of 9,400 people (-2.1%).

3. The region had the lowest unemployment rate among all major Canadian CMAs, increasing
slightly to 5.1% in June.

4, Comparable data for the province of Quebec shows that the number of jobs grew by 17,000
in June 2021. The overall Quebec unemployment rate remained stable at 6.5%.

Charts

Evolution of employementin the Québec City CMA (thousands)
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Source: Statistics Canada. Table 14-10-0380-01.



Labour Market of major canadians cities

Jobs (thousands) Unemployment rate (%) Employment rate (%)
June2021 May202q 'aniationin Variation |, o 05021 May2021  June2021  May 2021
number (%)

Québec City 421.5 4221 0.6 0.1% 541 4.9 61.3 61.4
Toronto 3,288.5 3,278.1 10.4 0.3% 9.8 9.6 59.2 59.0
Montréal 2,263.3 2,240.2 231 1.0% 1.7 1.9 62.2 61.6

Vancouver 1,487.7 1,486.3 1.4 0.1% 7.5 1.5 63.4 63.4
Calgary 804.4 806.7 2.3 0.3% 9.2 8.7 63.6 63.9
Edmonton 751.5 762.4 4.9 0.6% 9.7 10.2 63.2 63.6
Ottawa 7759 769.1 6.8 0.9% 7.8 1.6 64.2 63.7
Winnipeg 4435 4451 26 0.6% 7.9 7.6 63.0 63.3
Québec 4,246.1 4,229.1 17.0 0.4% 6.5 6.5 59.9 59.6

Sources : Statistice Canada, table 14-10-0380-01 and Québec International

Cautionary Note

The available data for the Québec City census metropolitan area (CMA) was given special statistical treatment (three-month moving average)
due to the small sample size, which has the effect of mitigating the large fluctuations in the data. Thus, the data collected in April and May
influenced the estimations published for the month of June. Please also note that we use comparable data for the province of Quebec and other
CMAs in this document. To learn more, please visit: these reminders about moving averages (ISQ, in French only).

Commentary

Statistics Canada’s Labour Force Survey (LFS) data for June shows the labour market conditions during the
week of June 13 to 19, 2021. Compared to May, June data reflects the loosening of public health measures on
May 28 in the region, including the lifting of the curfew, the limited opening of restaurants, the lifting of
interregional travel restrictions, and the loosening of rules regarding indoor venues. Note that the strictness of
health measures during the reference week varied from region to region.

Employment varied very little in June

In June 2021, Statistics Canada estimated that there were 421,500 people employed in the Québec City CMA,
600 fewer than in May (-0.1%). The employment level for June was 97% of the level it was just before the
pandemic (February 2020). This decrease is the second-most significant drop among major Canadian areas, just
ahead of Toronto with 95.1% of its pre-pandemic level.

Stable labour market participation

The number of people in the labour force, i.e. those who were either employed or unemployed, grew slightly by
200 people in June, reaching 444,000 people. However, compared to pre-pandemic results (February 2020),
the region registered a drop of 9,400 people (-2.1%). The participation and employment rates remained relatively
stable from May to June 2021, reaching 64.6% and 61.3%, respectively. The pandemic and the measures used to
fight it seem to have negatively impacted labour market participation in the region. Note that from February 2016
to February 2020, the region’s average monthly participation rate was 68.3%, while the employment rate was
65.6%.

The region maintains the lowest unemployment rate

The unemployment rate increased in June, reaching 5.1%. This is explained by a higher increase in the labour
force than in employment. However, the region maintains the lowest unemployment rate among major Canadian
CMAs. The unemployment rate is by far lower than the 12% peak observed during the first wave of the pandemic
(June 2020) but remains slightly higher than the 4.1% rate from before the COVID-19 crisis (February 2020)

There were 22,500 unemployed people in June in the CMA, i.e. people searching for a job or on temporary layoff.
Compared to the previous month, this is a slight increase of 800 people. The region now has 3,800 more
unemployed people (+20.3%) than before the pandemic (February 2020). This difference is much lower than in
Montréal (+45.9%) and the province of Quebec (+30.9%) for the same period.
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https://statistique.quebec.ca/fr/fichier/quelques-rappels-concernant-les-moyennes-mobiles-sur-trois-mois-mm3m.pdf

