
all  
inclusive
We may not have the most extensive garden, but we spend 
the time and resources needed to ensure that it flourishes. 
Infrastructures, green energy, telecommunications, 
transportation and open markets: The Québec City area  
has everything you’re looking for. But it also has much 
more. Here, we embrace diversity because this diversity 
pushes us forward. The Québec City area has always been  
a fundamentally welcoming place for individuals and 
businesses alike, as well as being an excellent springboard 
to international opportunities.

open + connected = catalyst for success



all  
inclusive
a well-connected  
region

Gaining a competitive edge in business 
requires strong resolve and considerable 
audacity. Fortunately, the Québec City 
area has plenty of both. Turning the  
size of our city to our advantage,  
we show finesse and flexibility, qualities 
that appeal to entrepreneurs and 
encourage business leaders to set up 
operations here. 
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an open and  
welcoming region

Both open to others and receptive to 
others, the Québec City area was founded 
on such core values as hospitality and 
inclusion, while building on its relations 
with the rest of the world. The Québec 
City area recognizes that its diversity is 
a fantastic asset and valuable resource 
that sets it apart from many other cities. 
Each new exchange, each new actor 
contributes to our collective wealth.
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a well-connected 
region
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Transportation infrastructures
The Québec City area provides businesses with an efficient intermodal network  
that includes road, rail, air and water transportation. This allows for greater flexibility, 
helping businesses find a transportation solution that meets their needs and abilities.

Air transportation

The Québec City area Jean Lesage International Airport 
Best airport in North America in the 0-2 million passengers  
category for the 3rd time in four years  

(Airport Service Quality Awards, 2014)

More than   

350 direct  
flights  
per week

12  
direct  
destinations  
in Canada

Close to   
20 direct  
international  
destinations

1.6 million  
passengers
Source: Québec City International Airport, 2017

Close to  
many  
international  
cities
Source: Aquin, B., Gestionnaire, Biens Immobiliers et Développement des affaires – CN, 2013

Rail transportation

2 railway  
stations 

4 marshalling 
stations

Trains  
from across   

Canada,  
the United States 
and Mexico

Flight hours  1h 2h 3h 4h 5h 6h

Toronto ••• 

New York ••• 

Chicago ••••••••••• 

Washington DC •••••••••••••••••• 

London •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Paris •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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Water transportation

The Port of Québec 
A hub for international trade 

The largest  
deep-water port   
open all year round before  
the Great Lakes region 

More than 20M   
metric tons   
transshipped annually 
(80% increase over 10 years)

Commercial relationships  
with more than   

60 countries

4 port areas  
2 river ports  
1 cruise terminal

1,400 ships   
per year
More than   

$20B   
of merchandise   
shipped per year

Source: Port of Québec, 2017

Road transportation

4,500 km  
of roads   
running north-south  
and east-west for efficient  
road transportation

$2.3B   
invested  
from 2014–2018 to repair  
the road network 

Source: Ministère des Transports du Québec, 2016

Direct  
access   
to interprovincial highways  
and highways to the northeastern 
and central United States

2 transhipment 
centres

The Québec City area, it’s simple / all inclusive / 5



Upcoming projects

Beauport  
2020
Extension of  
the quay line and  
renovation of the  
surrounding areas  
of the Port of Québec
Through this major project, the Port of Québec  
will solidify its position as a leading deep-water port. 
It is located on a waterway with direct access to the 
Great Lakes area—a market with 100 million people 
that is one of North America’s foremost industrial 
and economic hubs.

Source: Port of Québec, 2017

Project  
valued at 

$190M

YQB 2018
Modernization of Québec City’s  
Jean Lesage International Airport
This project involves the construction of a new terminal  
that will allow for more international flights. Additionally, 
the terminal will have a Customs pre-clearance area  
for travel between Canada and the United States, allowing 
for safer, more open borders.

Source: Québec City International Airport, 2017

Project  
valued at 

$277M
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Industrial  
and office spaces
Not only does the area have a wide range of spaces adapted to businesses’  
industrial, technological and office space needs, it also offers a premium  
choice of locations. Here, we meet your needs.
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Industrial and technology  
zones and parks

Over  

40 zones  
and parks 
in the Québec metropolitan region

Several industrial  
zones and parks   
are also located  
in the surrounding areas 

Sources: Québec City, Lévis City, Saint-Augustin-de-Desmaures City, Corporation des parcs industriels de Québec, 
Innoparc, Côté Conseil Immobilier et Répertoire des parcs industriels du Québec, 2016

Québec City

Lotbinière

Portneuf

Bellechasse

Nouvelle-Beauce

Industrial parks 
totalling1

470M ft2

11 meter = 3.3 feet

Technology parks 
totalling close to 

30M ft2

Over

4,100 
companies

More than 

76,000 
jobs
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Office spaces

The Québec City area  
has a balanced market 
in which the supply of office spaces  
responds to demand, preventing speculative  
bubbles and major variations in rental prices.

Source: Altus Group and CB Richard Ellis, 2016

Québec City

$11.80
Winnipeg

$17.34
Montréal

$18.32
Ottawa

$18.38
Toronto

$20.14
Calgary

$20.40
Edmonton

$22.33
Vancouver

$25.76

Prices in $ CAD/ft2

Commercial 
rental prices 

among  
the lowest 
in Canada

Over  

3 million ft2

to be expected  
in the next 

10 years
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Electricity costs
The province of Québec is a major  
producer of hydroelectricity.
The state-owned corporation, Hydro-Québec, worldwide recognized  
for the reliability of its transmission network, manages this resource enabling  
it to keep electricity rates affordable for everyone.

99% 
of Hydro-Québec 
electricity   
is produced from water,  
a renewable energy source

Electricity costs affordable

Power  
Consumption

Small 

40 kw 
10,000  kwh

Medium 

1,000 kw 
400,000  kwh

Large 

5,000  kw 
3,060,000  kwh

Québec City 9.77¢ 7.87¢ 5.17¢

Edmonton 10.89¢ 8.62¢ 6.97¢

Toronto 13.85¢ 10.27¢ 9.22¢

Chicago 14.57¢ 9.75¢ 8.21¢

Boston 30.00¢ 17.49¢ 14.26¢

1¢ = $0.01
Source: Hydro-Québec, 2016

9  
Wind  
farms   
in the Québec  
City area 
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Here, the climate and low electricity costs are competitive advantages  
that favour the development of data centres.

1st city    
in Canada to have  

Bell’s Fibe  
optic-to-the-home 

network in 2012

Largest, fastest   

fibre optics 
network   
in the country

4Degrés

Microsoft

Oricom

Université Laval

The Québec 
City area’s 

infrastructures are 
well-known for 
their security

4 Mega  
data  

centres

Data 
centres

Source: Compilation of Québec International, 2017

1st
in Canada  
for the number of  
high-speed Internet  
access points per capita

Québec City  78 
Toronto  29 
Vancouver  24 
Montréal  14

 /100,000 inhabitants

Sources: Bell Canada, 2012, 2thinknow, 2016

Telecommunication 
network
Companies can conduct their business safely thanks to  
the region’s high-quality telecommunication infrastructures.
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an open  
and welcoming  
region 
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Free trade  
agreements
As part of Canada, the Québec City area is part of 50 free trade agreements (FTAs), 
commercial partnerships and agreements, providing our businesses with incredible 
access to the global market. NAFTA and CETA alone cover half of the world’s production.

North American Free 
Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA)

Comprehensive 
Economic and Trade 
Agreement  
(CETA)

GDP 
$26.5 T 

GDP 
$22.8 T 

485 million  
consumers

540 million  
consumers

Canada  
USA 
Mexique

European  
Union,  
Canada 

Signed in 1992 
and in force since 1994

Signed in 2017

Source: Global Affairs Canada, 2017
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Source: 2thinknow, 2016

Exports
Due to its strategic location, the Québec City area is an ideal gateway  
to North America and a prime stepping stone towards Europe. The size  
of its local market has always forced the area to diversify and open itself  
to the rest of the world. For years, the Québec City area’s innovation and  
economic development have been driven by its cross-border exchanges. 

$8.4B
Value of the 
area’s exports  
in 2014  

30% 
of the GDP 
Toronto > 24%   
Vancouver > 26% 
Montréal > 31%

37 th 500
Ranked  
in the world  
for accessibility to 
business partners 

Québec 
City

Montréal
Ottawa

Toronto

Boston
New York

Philadelphia

Washington

Pittsburgh

Detroit

High export  
potential

access to a   

US $2,587B 
market within 1,000 km
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Over  

225 foreign  
subsidiaries

Over 255 establishments

150 projects  
valued at $9.1 B
of foreign investment 
between 2009 and 2016   

Manufacturing 
companies 

69%

Business services 
companies 

31%

Foreign  
subsidiaries
In addition to its competitive advantages, the Québec City area offers 
foreign investors a new way of doing business. Here, they will find specialized 
infrastructures, networks of partners and proximity to the area’s key players. 
Additionally, they will receive full support from their business partners.  
It’s a “turnkey” process that supports them through every step of their  
project, from planning to implementation to growth. 
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Sectors of activity

Origin and distribution of subsidiaries

North America

63%

Europe

30%

Asia

5%

Others

2%

Source: Compilation of Québec International, 2017

 6% Optics/Photonics

 7% Life sciences

 5% Agrifood processing

 24% Others

 22% ICT and Electronics

 15% Environment and Energy

 21% Value-added materials and 
transportation equipment
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Integrated

Young

Qualified

The Québec City 
area attracts  

young workers from 
all over the globe 

Half of all  
immigrants are  
25–44 years old

73.8%   
of the immigrant 

population is 
employed

Vancouver 59,3% 
Toronto 59,2% 
Montréal 58,6% 

72%  
of immigrants have 
a post-secondary 

degree 

compared to 63%  
for the overall 

population

International Immigration
The area attracts many highly qualified foreign workers.  
They are highly coveted talents and choice candidates  
for key positions.

for immigrant  
labour market 
integration

#1 in 
Canada

immigrants 
annually for  
the past 10 years

3,000

Sources: Institut de la statistique du Québec, 2017, Statistics Canada, 2016 
Compilation: Québec International, 2017
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Benefit from the 
network of targeted 

contacts of  

Québec 
International

Research  
centres

Public  
authorities

Entrepreneurial 
network

Consulting 
network

Clusters 
associations

Financial  
partners

Our mission is simple:
contribute to economic development in the Québec City area  

and enhance its international status.

Outstanding  
outreach and  
assistance network
Here, all the players in economic development work together  
to meet investors’ and entrepreneurs’ needs in order to ensure  
the success of their business projects.
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A custom offer that meets your needs  
and adapts to your realities

As a regional economic development agency  
dedicated to attracting foreign investment...

WE SUPPORT YOU IN SETTING UP  
YOUR BUSINESS IN THE REGION.

Information on the regional economy  
and business environment

Provide assistance with local, regional  
and national authorities

Introduce you to experts in the areas of law,  
tax, accounting, logistics, etc.

Identify available sources  
of financing and tax breaks

Identify and visit potential  
launch sites

Provide assistance during  
the setup phases of your project
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Supporting trade 
and foreign market 

development

Developing  
key clusters

Fostering 
innovation

Fostering 
entrepreneurship

Attraction of 
qualified  
workers

A free, unique gateway to success

What makes us one of a kind 
We are more than a regional economic development 
agency dedicated to attracting foreign investment…

WE WILL ALSO SUPPORT  
THE GROWTH OF YOUR COMPANY  
FOR MANY YEARS TO COME.
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With the extensive help of 
Québec International we were 
able to set up in a few months 

and with the large pool of great 
talent present in the Québec City 

area, we quickly built up  
a great team.

Edgard de Smet,  
Larian Studio

We have identified interesting 
opportunities coming from different 
geographies but I guess what really 

moved us towards the Québec City area 
was how much we perceived you truly care 
about our success. We felt that Geovoxel 

would not be just one more company  
in town. I could not expect the level 
of support I received from Québec 

International. Each meeting and 
introduction you arranged  

was relevant. 

 Luciano Pantuso, 
Geovoxel

What they say  
about us
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Be part  
of the equation:

Gain unhindered 
access  
to new markets

Take advantage  
of cutting-edge  
infrastructures

Make setting up  
your business simple

The Québec City area, it’s simple


