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A.  The Book 

   Definition:  Proverbs are sayings which distil God’s truth for  

   everyday life.  They are usually brief, always perceptive and 

   often amusing.  They are essential advice for good living. 

 

   -  Contains 31 chapters.  Many Christians use them as a daily 

  reading.  Good practice 

 

   -  Part of what is known as the “Wisdom Literature” which 

  contains Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon. 

 

   -  Solomon wrote the majority but not all; recognized as the  

  compiler and does not include all he wrote.  1 Kings 4:29-32, 

  Ecclesiastes 12:9 

 

   -  Likely written around 970-930 b.c.  Solomon authored three 

  Books – Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon.  Suggested he 

  wrote Song of Solomon when he was young and in love; Proverbs 

  middle aged when his intellectual power was at its peak and some 

  of the lessons he painfully learned in life.  Ecclesiastes likely in 

  old age when he looked back at the folly he committed in many 

  areas and writes a warning to not go there. 

 

   -  Use in the New Testament affirms authenticity 

  Prov. 3:11-12, Hebrews 12:5-6; Prov. 3:34, James 4:6; Prov. 10:12, 

  1 Peter 4:8; Prov. 25:21-22, Rom. 12:20 

 

   -  No prophecies, types, theophanies are found in Proverbs but there 

  are a number of verses, especially in Proverbs 8, which provide 

  interesting insights into the character of Christ.  Yes, Christ is in 

  every book.   
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B.  The Author 

   -  The internal evidence proves his authorship and being complier. 

  Prov. 1:1, Prov. 10:1, Prov. 25:1, Prov. 30:1, Prov. 31:1 

 

   -  A lesson from its Author 

  Great but sad irony.  Solomon would fulfill the proverb “Do as 

  I say, not as I do” as his life was tragic in the pursuit of folly 

  and sinful indulgences of the flesh.  And it passed down. 

  Rehoboam, his son, followed his dad’s latter years example, 

  not his proverbs and became a foolish, evil king. 

 

 

 

C.  The Theme and Purpose 

    Theme:  “The wise life governed by the fear of God and the  

  aim to please Him. 

 

  Purpose:  Proverbs 1:2-6 

 

 

 

D.  How to Read Proverbs 

  Proverbs 2:1-5  
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