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A.  Why is the Apostle Paul Praying this Prayer? 

 
 1.  Any spiritual work in our inner being requires a strength outside of ourselves 

    2 Peter 1:3-4 

    a.  The weakness of our humanness 

      1 Corinthians 2:1-5, Job 14:1-2, Matthew 12:20 

 

 

    b.  The remaining sin principle at war within 

      Romans 7:15-20, Galatians 5:16-17 

      

 

 2.  Any spiritual understanding of the Christian life in our inner being requires  

       Holy Spirit teaching 

      1 Corinthians 2:9-14 

 

 

 3.  Any spiritual emphasis on the supremacy of Jesus Christ in our inner being 

           requires Holy Spirit teaching 

      John 16:12-14, Philippians 2:19-21 

 

B.  Petition # 1 – Strength in our inner being – Ephesians 3:14-17 

 

 1.  The source of power:  God the Father 

    Ephesians 3:14-16 

 

 2.  The Person of power:  God the Holy Spirit 

    Ephesians 3:14-16 

 

 3.  The place of power:  our renewed self 

    Ephesians 3:14-16 

 

 4.  The purpose of the strengthening 

 

   a.  To realize the presence of the abiding Christ 

       Ephesians 3:17 

 

   b.  To experience the vibrant Christian life 

       Ephesians 3:17 

 

   c.  To experience the stable Christian life 

      Ephesians 3:17 
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