“Life Under the Sun: Two Difficult Realities”

Ecclesiastes 8:14-17

Pastor Jim Sole August 21, 2016

A. The Unsolvable Reality of Evil in the World
Ecclesiastes 8:14, Ecclesiastes 3:16, Ecclesiastes 7:15
Job 21:7-13, Jeremiah 12:1

1. Don’t attempt to humanly solve the problem of evil

a. Evil exists because sin entered the world
Genesis 1:3-31

b. God is not the author of evil but uses evil for good
Genesis 50:19-21

2. Learn to be content with God’s lot in our lives
Ecclesiastes 8:15, Ecclesiastes 2:24, Ecclesiastes 3:12
Ecclesiastes 3:22, Ecclesiastes 5:18, 1 Timothy 6:17

B. The Unknowable Reality in God’s Providence
Ecclesiastes 8:16-17

1. Don’t interpret life by what is seen and felt
Ecclesiastes 8:16-17, 2 Corinthians 4:16-18

2. Don’t seek to interpret God’s character by God’s workings

Isiah 55:8-9, Psalm 50:21
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